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EmiORLIL 
The problems of producing 8 student newspaper are immense! It 
is something which only those who have worked with such a publica-
tion can fully appreciate. There Is the constant hassle of getting people 
to write articles, take photographs, draw cartoons and then there is the 
problem of getting the commfssioned articles in on the deadline date. 
After that there is the hassle of reading the materialand getting it to 
the typesetter to type up. After that comes the laborious task of cutt-
ing out the typed copy and sticking It down on paper, writing the head-
lines and finding appropriate graphics. Then we have to take the laid 
out pages over to the processors/at West End, who make photographic 
plates of the pages and send them up to the printers in Bundaberg who 
print the magazine and send it back to us about a week later. And then 
we have to ensure that the paper is put int the distribution boxes 
around the campus so that you can pick it up. 
Compounded td these hassles are several others. The first is that the 
Union vyhich allocates the funds for SEMPER arid other things which 
go pn around the university are cutting back on the money allocated 
to SEMPER for this year. This means that we will only be able to pro-
duce 12 of our intended 15 Issues. 
More importantly in producing a paper such as a student newspaper, 
we have to take into consideration all the restraints, libel taws, stop 
writs and D notices, which hamper the press In Australia. In addition 
beirig a student newspaper the forces of establishment have these terri-' 
bte ideas about what igoes on in a student newspaper and ar6 accord-
ingly much.stricter with us, preventing us from printing things which 
would be permitted in a 'straight' newspaper. 
You may have noticed that the cover of the last issue was censored. 
The lillichael Leunig cartoon Which we used, was one which he did when 
he and t\Auhgo MacCullum spoke at Abel Smith Lecture Theatre during 
Orientation Week. Mungo was saying that we are pretty near to Orwell's 
1984 situation and that there are restrictions on the things thai individ-
uals can do. Leunig then drew the cartoon depicting a little man cower-
ing in the corner in front of the large computer and the computer 
print gut reading 'You may have a Fg|k'. This cartoon apart from being 
quite amusing had a consideriable degree of social and political rele-
vance. A comment on the manner In which our society Is evolving. 
Our printer didn't think so.. He regarded the word • • as 
obscene, and thought that there may be legal implications arising out ^ 
of the use of the word on the front cover. We doubted it. But he insis-
ted^ that we black out - not just one letter but two - so that people 
couldn't possibly be offended. Granted the word is not 'nice' and 
that in the past people have been taken to court for using the word 
(see the article What is Obscene). Nevertheless it does represent the 
oppression of the society in which we live that individuals and media 
do not have the right to freedom of expression. 
On a tighter note there will be a party in the Semper Office on 
Friday 2 April for those who have been working with Semper for 
the' past 3 issues and for those who would like to work with us. We still 
need more journalists, photographers, short story writers, proof-
readers and the like. 
The articles promised on Africa will be in the next issue. 
1 • . • • 
Deadline for the next Issue is 10 a.m. Monday March 29. Dead-
line! for letters and Schlnelt competition is 10 a.m. Wednesday, 31 
March. 
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This Issue we invite readers 
to name the face that belongs 
to Humphrey Bogart's co-star. 
This team, one of the most 
famous in movies, will be 
appearing in "Dark Passage" 
at the Schonell Sunday 28th 
IVIarch with another Bogart/ 
Bette Davis classic 'The Petri-
fied Forest" 
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Winners of the Schonell Com-
petition in the last issue who 
correctly named Inspector 
Clouseau were: David Jacob-
son, Dennis Andrado, R. Cook 
John Kirkwood, Susan Sheran, 
Mahdy Reid, Marg Campbell, 
Alan Peterson, Murray Rogers, 
Sue Ward. Entries for this 
Schonell Competition close 
io am Wednesday 31 March. 
Bring them to Semper office 
upstairs in the Unidn Build, 
ing. 
vou lAID IT !lil!jil!ll!l!ii|!iii!!!!ii!il!iiiii 
A PLEA TO SANITY 
Response to 'The University Mind" 
Semper No. 2. 
In February 1976, at the "ripe" old age of 
36 I achieved one of my major aims jn life; I 
became a fresher at University of Queensland. 
While it has taken me an exceptionally long 
time to get here, now that I am here, I intend 
making as good a job as I am capable of In what 
I have let myself in for over the next four 
years. 
UDMr^lfb n f " " '' """'bered among "the 
•nffr .f^' ''^"^ °^ O"*" community's most 
•mtelhgent" as at least, one lecturer has L S to 
What do t find? Strangely, University life 
seems much as I expected it to be and, yet, 
somehow different. 
I did expect the hustle and bustle; the in-
evitable confusion which seems always to reign 
in an institution as huge as this; the inconton-
iences and the sheer hard work with which I 
was confronted from the start. •: . 
I expected the academic hoo-haa of the first 
few days of Orientation and so many other 
features of campus life which quickly became 
evident as t settled down to work. 
What I .did not expect was the noisome 
and particularly loathesome minority which 
already has made itself so vocal in the few short 
weeks since first semester started. 
Today, I greeted my second "personal" 
edition of Semper with some hope that the first 
issue did not, really, set the scene for ail the 
issues to follow in this first year. 
I was bitterly disappointed. 
Not disappointed with Semper though; as 
a professional member of the publishing world 
for 17 years I expected many faults, on seeing 
the productions of people who, beside my 
contemporaries, are rank amateurs. 
Perhpas, through our efforts, we may be 
able to help make the road.ahead a little less 
rocky for these younger publishers. 
I know they will gain experience rapidly as 
they encounter the 'same kinds of problems 
which faced and bothered me in my career, 
Constructl\«8 criticism never does go astray 
and, in production ofthe magazine, I'm certain 
it will be accepted in the right spirit. 
• But I cannot bear to see - and refuse to 
heed-the unknowledgeable criticism and 
downright knocking that has been so patently 
obvious in far too many articles of the first 
two Semper issues. 
Here in our hands, we have the perfect 
medium by which to influence public opinion 
both on and off campiis. 
ICTTCR5 
Semper can do so much for us, If only we 
do something for it. Semper can help each one 
of us become a better person and citizen; but It 
cannot do this If its contributors consist almost 
entirely of foul-mouthed and foul-minded 
knockers. 
It seems strange the new-found freedom of 
so many people entering the University goes to 
their heads in just thi^ particular way. Is it 
because of years of frustration and repression 
in their homes? Is it because of a desire to sim-
ply be outlandish, shocking, daring, different 
or, on the other hand, a desire to keep pace 
with what they regard as the majority? Is It 
really all that clever to discuss such trite sub-
' jects, such shallow thouahts. such base feelings 
in such foul language? • for one, think it is not. 
Everyone has as much right to express his/ 
her views as freely as I do mine. But, I try to 
confine my words to reasonable language and, 
surely isn't it only fair to expect others to do 
the same? 
Jokes are jokes — there's no doubt of that 
— but some of the things masquerading as 
"jokes" in the first two Semper Issues seem to 
have missed their own points rather badly. 
They don't make all of us laugh.. .only 
those few whose sense of humour is so badly 
warped that they can actually see the "funny" 
side of the things being passed off as "jokes". 
Spoofs too, are a legitimate means of criti-
cism but even they seem to miss their points 
when we are treatfed to such literacy gems as 
"no.stril moulded fingers" and such. 
If we must criticise at all, then surely we, as 
responsible people, also must be prepared to 
observe the most basic law of all criticism? 
What law, one well may ask. 
The one which decrees that, for any critic-
ism to t>e sound, it first must, be based on care-
ful consideration and unbiassed judgement of 
observable events, then offered with at least 
one alternative suggestion to justify its exist-
ence.. 
By all means, let us all get together to sup-
port Semper ~ our own magazine — and help 
it grow stronger and more useful. 
But, please, please, please —make sure we 
have something to say before we try to say it 
through the pages of Semper! 
Let us not forget that "empty vessels do 
make the most noise". 
John Yates 
Dear Editors, 
I would like to bring to your notice a fas-
cinating little exercise in creative graffiti. The 
following is a poem of my own which I placed 
, on a library desk last year. (To prevent nasty 
letters from Library staff I will remain anony-
mous). 
Conceived in love 
Born of pain 
A child of the earth 
Returns once again 
Some time later the following reply was 
penned beneath it. 
Conceived in lust 
Born of pain 
A child of dearth 
Becomes a bane 
Who says the art of creative graffiti writing 
is dead. And might I register a protest at the 
cleaning of the library desks -'tis sad to see so 
much wisdom and wit lost for eternity. 
Yours sincerely, 
F.M. 
Dear Editors, 
Sorry to disillusion Sam Whttenbar're his 
article "Gutsy Curries" in Semper, 15 March, 
76 . The Curry Shop' is not really a larave new 
gesture by the owners', but if you ask me, an 
enterprising rip off. There's been a place going 
for months called The Galloping Glutton' at 
Station Road, Indooroopilly — It's up from the 
pub, a block across from Railway Station, at 
th^ front of an arcade, if you want a really 
professional curry — go therel 
There's a choice of about nine exotic meals, 
beautifully cooked, expertly spiced and herbed. 
The curries vary from mildish, medium up to 
hot, hotter, terribly hot. It's Take-Aways only, 
$1.75 for a perfect, marvellous vegetable curry. 
$2.20 for a great variety of nneat (Madras, 
Deccan, Bombay etc.J and prawn curries. 
There's also a couple of cuperb non-curry 
meals. 
As well as getting a giutton-satisfying help-
ing, you get hot rice with home-made chutney 
(mmm-nicest I've ever tasted - they seM it 
to you if you're rapt too), plus sliced tomato 
and onion, plus mashed potato and sweet corn, 
all with your Take-Away for the same cheap 
price! 
The lady who runs it has spent some time In 
India and there acquired a magical flair at pre-
paring Indian curries. The decor is unpretent-
ious, earthy and homely. Go there once and 
you'll be sucked in- (but who cares at the 
price?) you'll want to by the lot! 
iii!i:;- ;i 1 | ^ 
^MiH^'^i mm 
After savouring The Galloping Glutton's 
addictive brews, I was hoping 'The Curry 
Shop" would equal these standards but I 
couldn't help myself thinking what a cheap rip-
off for students. Fellow value and taste sensa-
tion hunters - 1 reckon it's worth the trip to 
Indooroopilly-they're gutsier, tastier, better 
value. Take your friends along and you'll feel 
at home Sam (I know you'll be impressed). 
Personally I bring my Take-Aways back to the 
R.E. 
Anne McGrath 
The Editors, 
Mr Dickson has a point when he mentions 
the paranoia of "the conservatives", but in a 
novel twist of an old saying the rest of his 
article seems a case of the blind abusing the 
blind. Scapegoats are always easily found. 
Labor fixed on a number at various times when 
subjected to criticism. The Public Service, the 
Media, and "dole bludgers" are three that 
spring immediately to mind. Mr Dickson is 
largely concerned with the second of these, and 
it must be agreed that there is some validity in 
the argument that the media, because run by 
private interests as business enterprises will tend 
to view the Labor Party more unfavourably 
than the others. What must also be acknow-
ledged — and this Mr Dickson fails to disprove 
— is that the media constantly hunts news and 
is quite willing to fasten onto any "scandals" 
that will produce the most drama, regardless 
of which party is involved in the event. The 
allegations concerning Gorton's private life 
when he was in office produced a "scandal" 
which was as unfounded as the "Morosi 
Affair". Perhaps also comparable to the 
"Morosi Affair" was the reaction to Sonia 
McMahon's dress. Coming out of this fact Is a 
second point - that recognition of this aspect 
of the media can produce an understanding 
of how to prevent damaging methods of report-
ing events occuring at all. Mud certainly sticks 
- t h e aim is to give as few opportunities as 
possible for It to be thrown. The Iraql/ALP 
campaign fund "scandal" was a display of bad 
tactics by Mr Whitlam. The early stance he took 
a denial that he discussed t l . funds at the 
named meeting he had with two Iraqis; was the 
best way to ensure the story received extensive 
and prolonged coverage. He did not say 
whether or not he did know about the scheme; 
or if he did, whether or not he approved of it. 
He acted as if he did have something to hide. 
If he had explained his role and attitude, there 
would not have been the long period of damag-
ing speculation, nor the expressions of surprise 
and determination to explore the issue fully 
from the other Labor parliamentarians. 
In passing Mr Dickson also takes a slash at 
another Labor scapegoat that I have already 
mentioned — the Public Service. Professor 
Aitkin pointed out in The National Times, 
February 16 — 21 that the departments "found 
they could not get through to the minister that 
public servants were anxious to assist, that 
the ethics of their profession demanded that 
they carry out impartially the edicts of elected 
government." Labor made two moves —the 
development of groups of Ministers' private 
advisors; and the setting up of a large number 
of commissions and committees outside the 
bureaucracy to take over areas which would 
normally be handled by the departments -
which reflected the attitude of Labor parlia-
mentarians, held from the first, that the Public 
Service could not be trusted. The departments 
bitterly resented Ministers turning to these 
bodies rather than them and reacted against 
many Ministers announcing various decisions 
before telling their departments. Two outstan-
ding examples of this were Bryant when Minis-
ter for Aboriginal Affairs and Enderby, when 
Minister for the A.C.T. Rather than already 
existing in the bureaucracy when Labor came 
to power. Public Service reaction against Labor 
was engendered by Labor itself. The one 
department where Labor met from the start 
with intransigent attitudes v»ras the Treasury. 
However, McMahon in 1971-72 had extreme 
difficulties with them, so that it can hardly be 
claimed that the Treasury was hostile only to 
the Labor Party. 
People like Mr, Dickson are hindering 
Labor's chances of a return to government 
because they look for scapegoats, rather than 
learning from experience. 
(Reply to Brian Day) I. Carnell 
I accept your point about the overt oppres-
sion of homosexuals In Brisbane. It was simply 
because of my realisation of this oppression 
tni.' I found the M.C.C. service I attended such 
'* nazing positive experience. I too found it 
ii icult to reconcile the obvious oppression 
and the love and joy experienced. 
' The reference to lust In the article was not 
my personal opinion - but the rationalisation 
offered by Troy Perry in relation to the straight 
church. 
I n appreciatio n of you r pain, 
Dear "Ladies", Joanne Smith 
I was appauled at the shocking toilet "hum-
our" on the cover of Semper Floreat Vol 46, 
no 2. Although this publication Is noted for its 
depraved articles on sex, such blatant obscen-
ities on the cover of this magazine immediately 
brandiit for the trash it Is. 
The sort of sensationalism is obviously ah 
immature attempt to impress the young stud-
ents who have recently left secondary school 
- but any well brought up young person is not 
impressed by crudities. 
1 have never allowed this kind of language 
In my house and I doubt if any other respect-
able family would condone the use of such 
filth. Those of us who have lived in a perfectly 
normal family relationship have a sufficiently 
good vocabulary to deal with most situations 
without reverting to gutter language. If this 
typifies the standard of English taught at the 
University then perhaps by 1984 will have 
degenerated into a meaningless diatribe of 
slang expressions. 
Why encourage immoral behaviour and 
fou! language among the students? 
Why not?-eds (name withheld) 
The Editors, 
The artici by Ron Muir in your recent 
(15 March) oemper entitled "Students and 
Admin." left me gasping with disbelief. Quite 
obviously the innocent Ron has completely 
svi/8' )wed the benign more-in-sorrow-than-
ang .* spiel that emenates from all administra-
tions and bureaucratic machines:- In order to 
obtain The Grail Holy (of Bachelor status, 
at least) one must learn the intricacies of 
administration. And above all get as far as page 
*5 (good work!) in Know Your University. 
To hell with a "place of light liberty and 
learning" above all else you must deferentially, 
if not even meticulously, toe the admin, line, 
fill informs, observe due dates, do what you're 
told, read instructions carefully and follow 
them dutifully and never never NEVER have 
the guts to reb l^ against the huge impersonal 
formal machine that mostly resides in the J.D. 
Story monolith. 
une ot tne major tunspoken/) precepts ot 
life, and especially academic life is "identify 
and know your enemy". And if there is one 
area in University life in this the, most cretin-
governed university in Australia, that will trip 
you up, flood you with spiritually asphixiating 
paper, tie yoii In knots with instructions, 
threats and penalties-in fact quite simply 
destroy you is (you've guessed). The Keepers 
of the Rules, viz Admin.-apart from, of 
course, the occasional academic whose proud 
mediocrity bamboozles you Into Imitating his 
pedantic ritualism, but that Is another story. 
Laura Douglas' 
We welcome all letters-they should be 
at SEMPER by March 31 , at the very latest 
for the next issue. Letters will not be printed 
unless the name of the author is enclosed. If 
you request that your name be withheld your 
wish will be respected. Boring letters will be 
cut or spiked. 
g ( ^ g } ( ^ ©C u^jCto 
SEXUAL SHOCK 
From one optional weekend seminar in 6 
years to more than 70 hours formal teaching 
spread out'over the first 4: this is the way the 
University of Queensland Medicine course has 
Improved Its teaching of Human Sexuality, 
in fact the improvement has been so gfeat that 
It is possible to say that U.Q.'s version is 
now the best of a bad lot. According to a report 
completed by the University of Queensland 
Medical Society, teaching time of human 
sexuality is far in excess of that in other Aust-
ralian Unlverelties. 
Not merely the teaching of physical func-
tlons is Included, but human sexuality is looked 
at from a sociological and psychological view-
point. In the future, a greater stress on self-
awareness will be made to assist our prospect-
ive doctors in recognising sexual problems 
which are overtly expressed in nonsexual 
complaints. 
With aii this progress, the Med, Faculty 
has finally propelled itself into 19641 
DDAYFORWHEEZERS: 
IST APRIL 
Raid Your Friendly Drug Store 
NOW! 
Hay fever sufferers, asthmatics, and other 
like cripples, numbed by the recent increases 
In tiie amount of the patient contribution 
for the supply of a pharmaceutical (i.e, anti-
sniff-wheeze-choke pill) to $2.00 are aboUt to 
^eive another little gem from the Fraser 
liureaucracy. 
Concessions under the subsidized health 
benefits scheme are about to be discontinued 
for all of us-except those on a pension. 
Sorry folks-that doesn't' include Tertiary 
Allowances. 
Approximately 71 items will be deleted 
from the schedule of benefits, including such 
familiars to the sneezing elite as: 
Pjriton Duolets 
iSpandets 
Chlor - Trimetoh Repetabs 
Teledrin 
Tavegyl 
Periactin 
Antegan 
Polarlnlne Repetabs 
Hlstryl 
Histalert S.R. 
FabaHistinTR ^ 
Our friendly Union chemist on phoning 
the National Health Queensland Branch could 
.id no reason for the decree amongst all tiie 
red tape. 
However one thing remains clear if the 
money grabbing Dept. of Health persists with 
these most worthwhile policies, students in 
particular will have to do without their $4 or 
more a go, pills. 
Admin., in view of the crisis, has decided 
to Issue free sunglasses for particularly bright 
days, 20c coin machines for a breath of oz, 
for the allergic asthmatics and most thrilling a 
new patrol to carry off all bodies found lying 
in lecture rooms after the chalk dust clears 
away. 
ATTACKS 
Within the last fortnight there have been 
nine reported attacks on women around the 
University. Carmody Road, Uplands Terrace, 
Hawkin Drive, Boomerang St, and Macquarie 
St have each been the scene of an offence. 
Any other women who have been confron-
ted by this maniac or anyone who can help to 
identify him PLEASE CONTACT UNIVER-
SITY SECURITY IMMEDIATELY. 
RECREATIOI 
Brisbane has a unique attraction for rock 
climbers. At Kangaroo Point, almost in the 
heart of the city are a line of cliffs with some 
of the best wall climbing in Queensland, and 
the cliffs are used for practice and rescue 
rehearsals. There are about 35 climbs along the 
wall and all have names which were chosen by 
the person who climbed them first. There is 
Tankins Rape, a short hard little number; 
another is called Bloody Oath which it is; 
Dysentry Direct is just that. 
Two weeks ago, Brisbane's rock-climbers 
were rather surprised to find that their favour-
ite recreational area had just been discovered 
by the politicians. If you were a Liberal there 
was gqing to be a recreational area. If you were 
a Labor man then a waterfall was what was 
needed. The mindless thing is that this area is 
already a recreational area. Only a politician 
could convert something into what it already 
was. 
All the rock climbers want is to be left in 
peace. Can't the politicans go away and gind 
another place to convert/into a recreational 
area? After ail the rock climbers don't make 
any noise, and they hanily disturb anyone. Let 
alone a politician. 
HEADLINES!! 
Semper Sleuth has been watching UNIVER-
SITY NEWS this year to see If there has been 
any improvement in their oft deadly dull and 
boring material — granted they don't have an 
enviable task being the Public Relations public-
ation for the administration - but they are still 
exposing themselves with their headlines. Some 
of the best in the latest issue were: "Bikes In 
the Boot may be the answer", "Synposia will 
tackle problems of Conservation", "Belgian Girl 
will study in English Department" and "Con-
vocation AGM to be held at Abel Smith", 
- realty! I All they need to do is to put In a few 
commas and full stops and most of tiie 
headlines In that august publication would be 
just as effective as lead sentences. 
WATER AND DEMOCRACY 
DOWN THE DRAIN 
Lets face it, water is BORfWG: After watch-
ing it fall from the skies for five .months or 
more the last thing I want to do is drink the 
stuff — especially when everyone else is drink-
ing chocolate flavoured milk shakes (with 
malt) or refreshing themselves with bottles 
of Leed Lemonade, or making things go a 
whole lot bette.r with Coke, But what alter-
native is thereior people like editors of Semper 
who are trying collectively to lose SOIbs of ugly 
fat? 
If one wishes to buy a drink on a hot sum-
mer morning (before the regular monsoonal 
cyclone cools the evening air) the refec. virtua-
lly imposes on the fat m\nority at this Uni-
versity a compulsory high calorie intake. This 
is surely infringing on our freedom of choice. 
The refec, which is owned by. the students, 
should cater to all sections of the student 
community - fat and thin alike. If it does 
not become more representative the fat will 
get fatter and the thin will gradually die of 
malnutrition. 
All fat people should present some sort of 
united front and demand the introduction of 
Tab, Tresca and other low cal soft drink mach-
ines. 
You have nothing to loose but your fat. 
You have a whole range of soft drink flavours 
to gain! 
STOP PRESS 
Syd McDonald, leader of the Liberal Party 
team running in the forthcoming B,C,C. elec-
tions said at Queensland university on March 
10th that the Labor party's mis-use of council 
funds had added another $1 million to the out-
standing city council debt, of $360 million. 
« 
The transfer of $1 million from loan funds 
to the city council debt was picked up by an 
auditor general. 
"There were no assets to compensate for 
this loan," said Mr. McDonald. "This," he add-
ed, "is deceitful." 
The honesty of the Liberal Party, according 
to Mr. McDonald, would indude allowing the 
priass into council meetings. 
"The public and the press have a right to go 
to these meetings. The press must report to 
the public what is going on." 
Mr McDonald also said that wjthjn six 
months of the Liberal Party gaining office he 
would advise the public of ail lands owned by 
the council, and the intended usage of this land. 
"My main objective," he stressed "is to in-
volve the general public in all decision making." 
COMPETITION V 
Another competition: SEMPER SLEUTH 
in conjunction with .TRUE BLUE JEANS at 
Toowong is offering a free tee^hirt to the 
first two people who name five brands of jeans 
avallabe at TRUE BLUES. Entries should be 
in at the Semper off ice, first floor of the Union 
Building, by 10 a.m., April 12. 
SHAME SEIVIPER SHAME 
In the article Shame Queensland Shame 
in the second issue of Semper Floreat we 
neglected to mention that the article was based 
on the book: Exclusion, Exploitation and 
Extermination, Race Relations in Colonial 
Queensland, Raymond Evans, Kay Saunders, 
Kathryn Cronin. A.N.Z. Co. Sydney, 1975. 
Cost $11.05. 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by this omision. 
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Ms. Collirigwood-Smith 
The Counselling Services are providing 
opportunities for learning through participation 
in various group experiences. These groups vvill 
include:-
SELF LEARNING, IINCREASED 
AWARENESS, INTERPERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIP GROUP: 
VALUES CLARIFICATION GROUP 
CAREER EXPLORAXaON GROUP 
SELF ACCEPTANCE GROUP 
ASSERTION TRAINING FOR 
FEMALE STUDENTS 
NEWS BOYS & SEMPER BOXES 
The news boys who deliver the Western Sub-
urbs advertiser to your door step every Wednes-
• day, have discovered a new way of distribut-
ing'their product and still get paid the $5 per 
thousand (or whatever it is). Although In the 
past stories have been told of delivery boys 
burning large numbers of those newspapers and 
collecting their pay for delivering them, never 
before have there been so many of the wretch-
ed things on campus. Yet, they have discovered 
the distribution boxes for SEMPER and UNI-
VERSITY NEWS and used them accordingly. 
A bit scoungy we think. 
MURDOCH SELECTIONS 
In the above mentioned WESTERN SUB-
URBS ADVERTISER - which is a newspaper 
in the Cumberland chain owned by Rupert 
Murdoch's News Ltd - the local elections have 
been providing copy for months. Now that the 
election is at hand they are really excelling 
themselves. Besides the pages of news on the 
elections (yes, there is some copy between the 
eds, although SEMPER SLEUTH won't hold it 
' against you if you mIssiKi i t . . . ) they have 
started a column of "Election Comment', 
written by none other than the Lord Mayoral 
candidate for the liberal party-Mr Syd 
Macdonald. In fact despite the obvious politi-
cal bias, it was a'quite well written piece with 
the Intro •*• 'In a boring' 2>4 hour speech at City 
Hall Lord Mayor, Aid. Bryan Walsh read 89 
pages of alleged policy aptly described by some 
sections of the media of smacking of Walsh in 
Wonderland.' Strong stuf=f. It will be interest-
Ing to see if Aid. Walsh writes the election 
comment in the following issue (the week 
prior to the election) Somehow SEMPER 
SLEUTH doubts it. , 
CARS, BIKES & RICHARD 
Our poor president. Richard Spencer des-
erves a special SEMPER SLEUTH prize for 
'trying', Richard who maintains that the "car 
will be extinct in ten years", went along to the 
Friends of the Earth b jcycle rally on Saturday 
13 March. And horroj- of horros fell off his 
bicycle three times. Maybe its just as well that 
cars won't be extinct in ten years - how would 
he get around. Afterall, there is a limit to the 
number of times you c.:an pick yourself up after 
falling off a bicycle. Richard presently drives 
a 195S Morris Minor — If it has lasted this long 
,it should last another ten years. Keep It up 
Richard! 
LIFTS AND COLOUR TVS 
That scourge of the doie cheats. Minister 
for Employment and Industrial Relations, 
Mr Street, has his own Ideas on the subject of 
economising on government expenditure. 
He is getting a color TV to replace the black 
and white one in the office he uses in Bourke 
Street, Melbourne. And he wants a special lift 
for the exclusive use of himself and his top 
staff, 
from '*AGIT" March 3rd, 1976. 
POSITION FILLED 
University News reports that Professor 
Davies (Dentistry) has been appointed Deputy 
Vice-chancellor (academic). Professor Davies 
was the President of the Professorial Board In. 
1973 - 74 - and is well liked and respected by 
students and staff. However Semper Sleuth has 
been hearing rumors that Prof. Davies' appoint-
ment did not affect everyone in the sapie way. 
Some people were downright annoyed about 
the appointment. Reputedly^ Professor Gates, 
(Economics) who is now president of the Prof. 
Board was hoping to get the. position - and 
missed ou t . . . Now the question is what Prof 
Gates will do when his term as President ex-
pires. Return to Economics? Many hope not. 
SEMPER SLEUTH'S 
SUPER SILLY PRIZE 
s 
A belated SEMPER SLEUTH SUPER 
SILLY PRIZE goes this week to 4Z2Z. When 
they first received word that their license appli-
cation had been accepted they set to, to build 
their studio. And with a vengence they ripped 
the insides out of the first floor of the Union 
building. Meaning that most of the groups hou-
sed in the floor had to move. After they had 
ripped it out and examined their building plans 
they realised that the floor was not going to be 
able to support the weight of the building 
alterations planned. So leaving a demolished 
floor in their wake they cleared out to reno^ 
vate the basement of the refectory building. 
Now having spent money on two lots of renova-
tion more money will'have to be spent on re-
building the Union Building's First Floor. It is 
a shame that the enthusiasm of the various 
interest groups associated with the carppus isn't 
tempered with a little foresight. Maybe then the 
Union wouldn't be running out of money as 
it is nowl 
SHORT STORY 
The Editors of SEMPER would like to see a 
short story in each issue of SEMPER. Any short 
story writers on campus should write their stor-
ies and bring them up to the SEMPER office. 
We reserve the right to print or reject any stor-
ies entered. At the end of the year we will give 
a best prize to the best short story submitted 
during the year.! Stories should be no longer 
than 2,500 words. 
LEGAL AID 
WILLIAM BEATTIE, Director of the 
Student's Legal Aid Scheme has reported to 
me that.a great proportion of the Legal Prob-
lerris being remedies by Legal Assistants of the 
scheme are motor vehicle collisions resulting 
In Property damages. 
In many instances, the persons invovled 
in these collisions, and who wish to> make 
claims for recovery of thier property damage, 
can provide only vague details'of the incident: 
thus making recovery MORE difficult. 
- And so as a Student's Union Service to you 
we will publish this form for you in the next 
issue so that should you be involved in a motor 
vehicle collision the information should be 
sought and provided between yourself and any 
other driver involved. 
Startling evidence has been recently unearthed which suggests that 
the National Party (Queensland) is a front for the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union. 
At a recent Senate hearing in Washington, the CIA claimed to have 
discovered, through its Moscow agents, that the Kremlin was financing 
and directing the activities of the Queensland National Party. 
Infiltration of the party began in earnest some years ago, but the 
actual presence of Communist agents in the organization goes back 
several decades. The first such agent appears to have been IVIoh 
Beheckle Vedersohn, who is of course the present Premier of Queens-
land. Vedersohn entered Australia, with a false passport, in the 1930's 
?nd CIA research suggests that he is in fact, one Josef'Pietrost<ovich, 
late of the Soviet Politburo and a former communist. It was Veder-
sohn s task to invittrate the existing Country Party and this he did 
successfully, gaining a seat in the State Parliament in 1947. It appears 
that Queensland was chosen by the Kremlin because it had a tradition 
of radicalism, and socialism was already accepted among the peasant 
community which made up a large section of the state's population. 
Vedersohn engaged in quiet revolutionary activity in the 1950's 
and early 60's and rose to the position of State Premier in 1968. tn 
1973, the most daring part of the Kremlin scheme was put into opera-
tion. Two leading Soviet functionaries, Mikael Evanovltch and Boblch 
Sparksky, who had arrived secretly in Queensland in the late 1960's 
took over major positions of power in the Queensland Country Party. 
This gave the Kremlin control of both the Parliamentary Party and the 
party organization. The party name was then changed from Country 
to IMationat Party, the revolutionary overtones of vyhich are obvious. 
In the light of this evidence, the frequent battles between the 
National Party and Its coalition partner, the Liberal Party, take on 8 
new significance. What have been seen as crude conflicts based on per-
sonalities and expediency are in fact intense ideological struggles with 
Liberal members constantly reviled as revisionists by the zealous Nat-
ionalites. The National Party is under constant pressure to abandon the 
Liberals and govern atone with most of the coercion coming from 
machine men Evanovltch and Sparksky. It is rumoured that both these 
individuals will shortly seek parliamentary seats. 
Meanwhile the CIA is believed to be examining means of dealing 
with.the Communist problem In Queensland and informed sources 
suggest that a large sum of money may be available to the ALP for the 
next state election. Bert Lourikeet, state Labor secretary, is remaining • 
tightlipped, but one thing is certain: the next state election is likely to 
be characterized by an unprecedented amount of ideological fervour. 
Humphrey Jonathan 
Bicycle Bill Reports 
* / ; • • • • . V. 
Already once postponed because of bad weather Brisbane's first 
major bicycle demonstration for 1976 finally happened last Saturday 
(13/3/76) in pouring rain anyway. One hundred hardy cyclists gathered 
in King George Square with a cold and drizzling rain to agitate for bike-
ways and against freeways, nuclear power and the increasing car orien-
tation of Brisbane town planning. 
Almost immediately trouble flared when two irate motorists sped 
through the riders forcing several to fall in an incident which epitom-
ized one of cyclists' major complaints and reasons for separate bike 
paths, motorized violence. Shaking from both fear and the cold wind 
we tentatively ventured on with spirits gradually improving as camera-
die prevailed white chanting such subtle suggestions as "Build Bikeways 
not Freeways!", "Stop Uranium Mining Nowl" and "Bicycles Make 
No Smog!". 
With all pre-ride publicity referring to a surprise route and A.B.C. 
smoothie Blair Edmonds actually saying on his program that riders in-
tended breaking the law by invading that exclusive domain of the god-
car, the freeway, the initial absence of the police was quite amazing. 
By way of background, in 1985 Queensland paid an American freeway 
designer, Wilbur Smith, to plan 96 miles of concrete freeways for 
Brisbane with practically all converging on the inner-city area. Al-
though hampered by lack of federal funds the auto-crats are present-
ly extending the South-East .freeway and plan to start the Central 
freeway through New Farm, Teneriffe and Bulimba as soon as they can. 
Brian Walsh who once described himself as a socialist, still talks of 
"the much needed freeways" and is planning yet another central city 
car park under Anzac Park. Attempting to show our displeasure at this 
trend there we were in the middle of the freeway vyhen the constabu-
lary finally realized that there was an organized move afoot to subvert 
the laws of Queensland. Squad cars quickly converged, stopped traffic 
and forced bicyclists to change lanes before escorting all to the Stanley 
Street exit where a few names and addresses were taken a long with a 
barrage of chants and rain. Naturally, Brisbane thought potice, the 
Special Branch, had by now arrived and were busy snapping photos of 
dangerous subversives. 
When eventually let to proceed the debate whether to return by the 
in-bound freeway lanes was quickly settled when two cyclists were 
thrown to the ground by policemen all armed and one with his gun 
drawn. Quite an experience for those who had missed the moratorium 
and Springbok demonstrations in the past and were unversed in the 
skills of our boys in blue. 
A major aim of the ride was to press for a decent experimental 
bikeway from Toowong to the University preferably along the river 
bank and backstreets of St Lucia as opposed to just a white line along 
the heavy-trafficked Schonell Drive. If this is not implemented soon 
bicycle enthusiasts will be forced to demonstrate again, but hopefully 
with fine weather and more impressive numbers^ 
CBN80K8HIP 
& S<ICIEy Y 
Ron Kitchen is an educational psycnoiogist 
within the Department of External Studies. 
He came to Australia in the late 60's after a dis-
tinguished career as an educationalist in 
England. In addition to his work in the Univer-
sity and his writing commitments he maintains 
an involvement in counselling young people on 
a voluntary basis. 
He says that he is very well paid by the 
University and feels that he should serve the 
community to the full extent of his talents. 
He also feels that life is becoming so complex 
that many people are unable to resist the 
environmental pressures which affect them. He 
One of the classical studies in psychology 
has been the Adorno study into the authorita-
rian personality nd we don't have to look very 
far to see that those who tend to move into 
positions of authority very often have authori-
tarian personalities. You find this in schools 
where many teachers tend to look upon them-
selves as controllers of young people. And this 
tends to carry over into their own social life. So 
it has been said that you can always recognise 
teachers by the way they want to control your 
views and ideas. 
Is there evidence that society is changing 
in this regard? 
At the moment there is a move towards 
greater flexibility and greater adaptability 
more permissiveness, I tend to hold that 
permissiveness means more enlightenment 
because we're beginning to accept that a strong 
TTT. 
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jery strong it can lead to extreme emotional 
disturbance, neuroses, ^nd extreme forms of 
Dehaviour that can lead them into need of psy-
;hiatric help. 
If we do away with the notion of "right" 
md "wrong", what is the alternative for 
society? 
We are moving towards encouraging people 
to take greater responsiblity for themselves. 
That is, instead of having discipline dnd control 
from without, we're getting self-discipline and 
therefore we want people to be encouraged to 
be their own censor. 
It probably is that in a modern, highly com-
plex society there Is no one right answer to 
anything. I can't oppose more all forms of 
censorship such as boards of censorhsip. It 
probably does serve some purpose as an outlet 
i^ hat is 
fined and not the theatre? He went to the Supreme Court of Queens-
land which pushed the circui onto the 
their affair--^ "ainB^ the 
goriria stop^'. So when 
piiiillc:plac^^ tircardifulil 
does whatever he can to help people adjust to 
their environment by counselling in an informal 
atmosphere. 
t sfMke to him recently about censorship 
with reference to its social origins and its 
effects on individuals. 
Why do some individuals and groups seek 
to impose their views by censoring the beh-
aviour of others? 
Society has.developed over the centuries 
a fairly organised system for the convenience 
of the community as a whole. There are always 
people within this structure who see answers 
about what is best for society and they come to 
believe that they have the right answers. 
authoritarian viewpoint by one sub-section of 
the community is not the answer for every-
body. 
I have noticed that in some individuals it 
has an almost catastrophic effect to have to 
submit strongly-held views in the community. 
For instance, when you have a fairly warm, 
gentle personality developing in a young person 
and the authorities lay down dogmatically 
what the, person is supposed to do, the person 
becomes more submissive and tends to drift 
through life. 
Then I find that if a young man (and it 
tends to be the men rather than the women) is 
lot prepared to be so submissive he will attack 
the authority. And where that authority Is 
for the authoritarianism of the members. I 
find it extremely insulting that Mr, Mrs or D 
So and So should make decisions about what I 
should or should not see. 
One of the arguments in favour of censor-
ship is the protection of children, adolescents 
and some adults, who can't censor for them-
selves? 
That is just a reinforcement put up by those 
people who hold to censorship and want to im-
pose it. 
I don't believe that children need anything 
like the amount of protection these people 
assume is important. While 1 cannot say that 
l,his sort of material definitely does no harm. 
neither is there any evidence that it does any 
harm. Certainly in the case of a mature person 
from a well balanced home who has been en-
couraged for himself, he will be able to look at 
these things and decide for himself. 
The young wants encouraging to develop his 
own responsibilities. He can do this by an inter-
change between himself and the older members 
of the community, but not by certain members 
of the community stating in dogmatic and high-
ly emotional terms what they believe to be 
right and wrong for the young. 
If the community wants to influence young 
people the total adult community wants to 
see that this type of material is played'down. 
Are you suggesting tfiat we should stop 
making a fuss 
A group of people want Ms Bettina Arndt of 
"Forum" banned from the campus. How do 
you react? 
I find this quite natural. There are always 
groups that set themselves up as Dr Know-Alls.' 
It seems that this has always been so and they 
should have complete freedom to hold their 
opinions. It is only one point of view, their 
point of view. 
As long as I and my colleagues are here, and 
I gather this from what the Vice-Chancellor 
has said, this is not likely to happen. There has 
to be freedom for young people. Very often 
they come from extremely restricted, very 
authoritarian homes: so they know nothing 
about sex; they know nothing about responsibi-
lity; they know nothing about gaining their 
independence. Some go a little off-balance 
when they first come into an institution which 
€GN8<NUN« 
THE CBNiMmS 
The man who censors the Australian Film 
Censors for Queensland's movie-goers, Mr Des 
Draydon rested his tired eyes and told why he 
has banned four movies in one week. 
Two - the film of the famous pornographic 
(and well written) novel. The Story of O and 
the aptly-titled The Coming of Seymour-
were banned yesterday (Thursday), 
At the weekend Mr Draydon's film board of 
review had the film Julia starring the chic 
Emmanuelie actress Sylvia Krystel, removed 
from drivenn cinemas although it had been 
allowed in tiardtop' cinemas. 
obscene? 
iOpirtiQff^r^-""^ 
Are you suggesting that we should stop 
making a fuss about it and remove the sensa-
tionalism? 
Definitely! Once you've seen one or two 
sexual films they all look alike. There are diff-
erent ways of performing the sex act, but once 
you know them all what is there to it? It is iust 
part of behaviour. It has been so tabooed, so 
restricted; it has been under closed books pnd 
behind locked doors; it has been regarded as 
so unnatural, that once it becomes more accept-
able as a part of human behaviour, sexual 
instruction will not concentrate on the produc-
tion of a new life, but on what sex really is -
a fuller way of relating to another person. 
does not attempt tp lay down rigid rules and 
regulations. 
Ron sees the freedom of the university life 
as a useful antidote to the authoritarian back-
ground of many students. He hopes that homes 
will becomes places where groups of individ-
uals live for each other's mutual benefit and 
support and where children wit! be encouraged 
to become more and mora responsible for their 
own actions. "Young men and women have 
been, in the past, cheap fodder for employers, 
and gun fodder td fight wars for politicians. 
Young people will, become less willing to be 
exploited by older people and to be told what 
to do by self-appointed experts!" he ,sai<^ 
Stephen Baygaley 
The R-Rated sex comedy. The Case of the 
Smiling Stiff which ran for 43 weeks in Sydney 
was banned a week ago, a ban the Sydney dis-
tributors labelled 'astonishing'. 
So far this year the board has banned seven 
films in Queereland, but this does not indicate 
the amount of real film censorship in Queens-
land. 
Film distributors do not even try to bring 
many of the more explicit films to Queensland 
and Mr Draydon himself says those that are 
banned are the ones the movie distributors 
think might be borderline cases. 
"I admit our decisions are sometimes worry-
ing", Mr Draydon, a barrister, said. "One is 
aware that a banning order might cost people 
connected with the Industry a lot of money. 
And we realize you could well be denying a lot 
of people their right to see what they would 
like to see. But that is part of the responsibi-
lity. And our responsibility under the Act is to 
try to prevent showings which, might have a 
harmful effect," 
Mr Draydon, 36, is Chairman of a five-
person board of three men and two women 
ranging in age from 25 to 60, It takes three of 
the ,f ive to make a decision - and the maiority 
rules. 
CENSORSHIP TO PREVENT 
OFFENSE 
As Mr Draydon sees it there are two ways 
of looking at censorship, "Some people say its 
with. Under the Act we must deckle if a film 
would have an immoral or mischievous effect." 
Mr Draydon said his board did not flinch at 
movies depicting a man and a woman making 
love in various ways, "But if it depicts lesbian-
ism, drug use, excessive violence or sado-
masochism as normal and desirable behaviour 
that's where we come in," he said. 
Why? "If these things are presented 
frequently enough they could have not only 
the potential to reinforce tendencies among 
people already attracted to such behaviour 
but also to establish new moral standards in 
the community." 
What about male homosexuality? 'That is 
rarely featured as it probably has little 
commercial appeal, while lesbianism seems to 
be an essential prerequisite for commercial 
success of these films." But that would also 
cause a ban because homosexuality is against 
the law in Queensland. 
12.30?Why not 3,30?" 
The censor said he sometimes wished that 
he was deciding what offended people instead 
of what might have a harmful effect. 'That 
would be easy — it would be ^e cunnilingus 
scene in reel three. But we have to look at a 
film as a whole and deckle if it might be harm-
ful. That is why I won't be pinned down on 
exactly why we ban a film, Sometimes they 
want to know if it Is for the sex or the violence 
- often it is hard to distinguish." 
Mr Draydon said rape scenes had been 
depicted as enjoyable for the women, 'That 
could be harmful. We don't want it established 
as a normal view among borderline mental 
defectives that women enjoy rape," 
"Of course, there is no accounting for what 
may trigger off any one person, but while the 
majority of people may find nothing in a partic-
ular scene and it will have no effect, it might 
have an effect on a significant number of 
people," 
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purpose is to prevent people from being offend-
ed. For example some people may be offended 
by bare breasts, and 1 don't think anyone could' 
quibble with preventing people from being 
offended. That is why offensive material should 
not be allowed to be sent through the post or 
be shown on TV which goes into many homes," 
he said. , . 
"But films do not have to be censored on 
this ground because, provided adequate warning 
is given, people just don't have to go to these 
films. If I go to a boxing match I can hardly 
complain that the sight of blood offends me." 
The other skle of censorship, the skle whKh 
affected the decisions of his board, was whether 
or not the film could have a harmful effect on 
society. 'This Is the aspect we are concorned 
DRAWING THE LIIMb 
Mr Draydon said excessive violence could 
atso prove to have harmful effects. He partic-
ularly disliked a film entitled Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre: "A nian in a butcher's apron grabs 
this bloke and stabs him and the man cavorts 
like a pig dying. His giri friend arrives and he 
grabs her and hangs her on a meat hook and 
while she screams and watches he chops her 
dying boyfriend up with a chainsaw." 
"Drawing the line Is tiie problem. We have 
people who want us cllsmlssed because we are 
too lenient and people who want us dismissed 
because we ara too hard. I admit we are 
drawing an arbitrary line perhaps, a line akin to 
that drawn by parents vvhen they tell their 
daughter to be honne by midnight. Why not 
The board is unimpressed by arguments tnat 
The Case of the Smiling Stiff has been seen by 
tens pf thousands In Sydney without one com-
plaint. "That just shows no one was offended," 
Mr Draydon said. "But under our act vve are 
judging not offense but If a film might have 
an immoral effect." 
Julia had been allowed jn hardtop cinemas 
but not drive-ins because there was evidence 
that many children attended drive-in theatres 
despite efforts by theatres to stop this. 
Mr Draydon said his board tried to take into 
account the type of person who might see the 
film. That was why Emmanuelie was allowed to 
be shown at a film festival in Queensland, 
He denied that four bannlngs in a week 
showed his board was getting tougher. Rather 
he feels that the distributors are forcing the' 
board to appear to be banning many films and 
are.also trying to boost audiences In the flagg-
ing post-holiday period. 
How does it feel to be the only censor's 
censor in Australia? "We have a job to do with 
an act to tell us what to do and we doing it as 
well as we can," 
At least Queensland should provide some 
sort of ideal research situation for academics to 
study trends in Australian crime to see if, after 
two years of self-censorship. Queensland is 
staying morally ahead of the rest of Australia. 
And for ali those Queenslanders who, like 
me would like to see whatever is going - blame 
a man called Bernardo Bertolucci, and the 
Butter Marketing Board, He was the Italian 
Director of Last Tango in Paris, the Marlon 
Brando film that initially shocked the Queens-
land government into setting up its film board 
of reviewgi 
Hugh Lunn 
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ARTS AND CRAFTS 
WORKSHOPS 
For those who missed out on 1st Semester's 
workshops the following are the relevant dates 
for second Semester-
Enraiments open Mon. July 19 
close Fri. Aug. 20 
Workshofis commence Mon. Aug 23 
(week beginning} 
finish Fri. Oct 11 
(week ending) 
Beginners and Advanced 
Workshops will be offered ih Drama, 
Pottery, Photography, weaving, creative dance, 
creative writing, batik, guitar, ballroom danc-
ihai, puppetry, building, jewellery, 8 mm film, 
oriental cooking, etc. 
The workshops run for 8 weeks with two 
hour sessions each week. Workshops are open 
to any member of the community as well as 
to students. Average cost. Students: $12; 
Public: $15, 
GRAEIVIE MARROW 
ARTS AND CRAFTS MARKET 
every Wednesday 
Thanks to a sizeable article in the Courier 
Mai\ it looks as though the Market in the 
Forum area on Wednesdays will boom in a big 
vyay. The Activities office was inundated with 
calls all day after the ad appeared by interest-
ed persons wanting to sell old suits, plants, 
oriental food, macrame etc. and one particul-
ar old lady who wanted to help students in 
any way ^possible who's promised to make 
Honne made goodies. Its getting bigger and 
better every week. Have a look. It certainly 
gives the Union complex a better atmosphere 
and there are genuine bargains. 
It was a hot summers night in seventy two 
and the Commune coffee lounge on 
Melbourne's Victoria Parade was still going 
strong even though it was about three in the 
morning. Graeme had been on stage for about 
two hours playing his songs, other peoples and 
filling the spaces between with a very active 
reparte. The audience sitting on the floor, lis-
tening, drinking coffee and playing chess found 
themselves treated to a feast of emotions, feel-
ings and places conjoured up by Graeme's use 
of words and guitar technique. Graeme's songs 
at that time seemed to paint pictures in the 
mind, pictures of country roads and quiet 
beaches, pictures that took you' right away 
from all the hassles of Melbourne life and then 
bought you back to face the city on your 
terms, not the cities, ... 
• ' i 
A nnove to Brisbane jn May seventy three 
cut down Graeme's public performances, due 
mainly to lack of venues, but also due to a 
withdrawal from the public eye to concentrate 
on songwriting. This coupled with a ill fated 
songwriters competiton at the Morton Bay 
Folk Festival where vocalist Maree Goon 
backed by Graeme and singing Graeme's songs 
went unplaced. Graeme'was still playing the 
occasional bracket at the Folk Centre and 
travelling to Melbourne to appear at the 
Commune for guest brackets, but these appear-
ances were becoming few and far between. 
In seventy four and five Graeme's very 
few public performances were badly marred 
by a lack of both communication and reparte 
with his audience and a guitar that required 
tuning with monotonous regularity right 
through {lis brackets. Graeme's stage work of 
seventy two with its high standard of audience 
participation seemed lost. However the stan-
dard of Graeme's songs were Improving and 
even though the presentation was not doing 
them justice they were beginning to achieve 
another sort of communication with any 
member of audience who would listen. Graeme 
could still write songs that would paint pictures 
in your head only now his scope seemed to 
haye become wider, social comment and dif-
ferent lifestyles started to tinge the pictures, 
filling in the spaces behind the faces and colour-
ing the land scapes wjth sorrow and with joy. 
During this time Graeme had married and this 
had added a stability.to his life that was mani-
festing itself In his songs. Towards the end of 
seventy five a little bit of life had crept back 
into Graeme's stage presentation, it was as If 
his songs having proved their quality now 
demanded to be presented to a audience in a 
manner more befitting. 
. . . 'I can't siny and I 
can't play, I've only got 
the words I say.' 
Now in seventy six Graeme having recaptur-
ed the vitality which made him a singer/song^ 
writer not to be missed in seventy two is going 
to give a concert in Schonell Theatre at a fut-
ure date. This promises to be a fine evenings 
entertainment not only for those interested 
In the performed arts but for anyone who 
would care to see and hear one of Australia's' 
most talented song writers in concert. For 
Graeme lives his songs, believes in them and 
will paint a picture in your mind of all the 
people and places he's known, all.the scenes 
he's been through and above all an insight into 
the life of one who's own life mirrors and 
chronicles the times we live in. Graeme Marrow 
writer of the songs of tomorrow, today. 
Graeme Marrow will be appearing at the 
Schonell Theatre on Monday April 1 2 ^ 
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want a calculator with 
•MEMORY 
! *SaUAREROOT 
•PERCENTAGE PLUS OR MINUS 
*OlME YEAR WARRANTY 
•and which does not cost much? Then meet the Teknika 
j812-Ideal for the money-conscious economics [quant. 
I analysis] student. 
Price?.. 
oivly $18.00 
Cues.: What is sliaped like an owl, coinks like an owl, but 
is not an owl? 
Ans: A Novus Quiz Kid. 
The Novus Quiz Kid is both a calculator and a teaching aid for primary school children particularly those 
who are mentally handicapped. Cost? $16.00 Come in and have a look at one. 
BASFC60CHROME WERE $2.00 mw $2.00 
WATTS DUST BUG 
FOR THE CARE OF YOUR RECORDS 
V^ERE $6.00 NOW $4.00 
OFFERS GOOD VVHILE STOCKS LAST 
union calculator shop 
MON-THUR 9AM to 7PM PH-SyogSIT* MAILORDERS 
FRIDAY .9AM to 5PM 3711611 ADD $3-00 
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THE LABOR CLUB 
/ 
There are two things that I want to say 
about the Labor Club. Both are important. 
Both are meant as an introduction to interested 
- or semi interested — people. We aim to at-
tract, not only new members, but a new breed 
of member. 
The Labor Club Is not a part of the ALP, 
nor is it affiliated with the ALP or any other 
political party. Constitutionally, we are not 
bound by dogma or by any particular party-
line. We believe a broader approach, unrestrain-
ed by party lim/tatron, Is of far greater value. 
Consequently, our members' views occupy a 
broad range. While some support the notion of 
a reformist government operating in a liberal-
democratic framework, others look to a radical 
re-structuring of society along Marxist lines, 
and still others reject any state role, even a 
transitional one. The Labor Club thus has the 
potential to become an amalgamation of all 
viewpoints of the Left, So to the pseudo-
leftwing trendies on campus, who dismiss the 
Labor Club as too "conservative", we say this: 
the Club is NOT DOMINATED by any one 
particular train of left thought; it is open to 
all ideas from the A.L,P. leftwards. We don't 
expect or even want consensus on every issue. 
But we are suspicious of theperson who mouths 
all the required 'in'political jargon, is contemp-
tuous of every effort the Club makes, but is 
unwilling {unable, perhaps?) to contribute 
anything to broaden the Club's basis. In 10 
years, for such a person, commitment to the 
class struggle will have been replaced by a new 
kick. If you figure you'll still be committed in 
10 years, the Labor Club needs you. 
The second point I want to make is that at 
no other time during the last 3 years has there 
been such an urgent need for a political club of 
the left on this campus. We vvorked for the Dec-
ember 72 victory and afterwards w^ sat back on 
our haunches. Whitlam disappointed us and 
we'd pinned all our hopes on Labor, so we felt 
cheated. We were cheated - Labor so often 
ignored the class struggle, and often betrayed it 
(remember Terrigal?!. But reforms were 
attempted. Yet even mild reform was too much 
for an electorate whose false^onsciousness was 
formed by a mass media fronting for priviileged 
interests. So on December 13, the electorate 
opted for reaction. And reactionary measures 
against all oppressed groups is what we've seen 
under Fraser. Direct action to further oppress 
wage vyorkers, women, blacks, pensioners, and 
migrants has occurred since December xi 3, and 
will continue to occur. It is essential that the 
struggle against Fraser be recognized as a united 
class struggle,, rather than sectional interests 
fighting on separate and divided fronts. The 
oppressed, class has a common Interest, and 
must not allow itself to be divided by false 
divergent interests. It is to the achievement of 
a united front that the Labor Club can contri-
bute. 
We meet every second Wednesday at 1,10 
pm in the E.G. Whitlam Room (formally the 
J.D. Story Room); our next meeting is on Wed-
nesday 7 April. 
Anne McCormack 
QUEENSLAND MODERN 
AND CONTEMPORARY 
DANCE COMPANY 
This talented company of young dancers is 
very quickly winning for itself a reputation 
'par excellence' throughout Australia in what 
is, relatively speaking, a new form of dance. 
Included in the programme are no less than 
four World Premieres - Whatever I do - chor-
eographed by the Company's founding Artist-
ic Director, Brian Coughran whom the com-
pany are proud and pleased to have back with 
them; The Man Who Died - choreographed by 
Norman Hall and based on D.H. Lawrence's 
short story; Paradise-choreographed by Des-
ley Gardiner to the music of Australian com-
poser, John Sangster; and Adagio — choreo-
graphed by Inara Svalbe. The other works are 
Eccentric Foliage - choreographed by Graeme 
Watson to the music of Lou Reed, and Cycle 
- choreographed by Geoffrey Cichero to the 
music of Mike Oldfield's Tubular Bells. 
The Queensland Modern & Contemporary 
Dance Company is coming for your personal 
appraisal. They are a company that is gaining 
recognition through the continual hard work 
on the part of its dancers and administrators 
and because of the enthusiastic encouragement 
it has received from its audiences. 
They are a new company vyith something to 
say. Come along and support them. 
iSaturday 27th March, at 2-p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Special Youth Performance - under 25 ' s -
Wednesday, 24th - All seats $2.00. 
Bookings ~ Twelfth Night Theatre and 
Festival Hall. Booking Office. 
TENNIS 
Some of Queensland's top politicians will be 
competing against each other on the Milton 
Centre Court, along with top football personal-
ities, and Channel Seven and Seven Network 
stars. Bands, marching girls, craft stalls and 
prizes for the kids will make Saturday 27th 
the most extraordinary day of tennis Brisbane 
has ever seen. 
TRIPLE Z: 
iViore power and More community 
Access 
4ZZZ, now in its fourth month of transmis-
sions, is preparing for its most important devel-
opment thus far. 
Somewhere on the high seas between Los 
Angeles and Brisbane is the new transmitter 
with its appropriate antenna which will give 
Triple Z a massive 10 Kilowatts as compared to 
its present 1 KW. Due to arrive in mid-April, 
the transmitter will then have to be installed 
and the antenna placed on Mt. Cootha. 
Unfortunately, due to the antenna site, it 
appears unlikely that North and South Coasts 
will receive the mono signal as previously 
thought. 
Station Chief Engineer Ross Dannecker, 
who built the present 1KW transmitter, says 
that the new equipment will also allow Triple 
Z to begin round-the-clock transmissions. Up 
until now 24 hour programming has only been 
possible on Friday and Saturday nights because 
without a standby transmitter the station has to 
close down so that maintenance work can be 
undertaken. 
In other developments. Triple Z is reaching 
a much higher level of organisation with reganils 
to its community access responsibilities. Where-
as previously all announcements were made at 
random, they are to be divided into three sec-
tions. General community annoucements will 
form a program of short duration of their own. 
To be known as 'Brisbane Graffiti' the program 
will be broadcast at 6.15 nightly and wili be 
a roundup of cultural and political events for 
the few days following. 
As well, a similar daily (8.15 am) program 
will cover activities on Brisbane campuses. 
Although subject to minor editorial control, 
announcements from all Clubs and Societies, 
plus other cultural and political events, are 
welcome,. 
I 
Finally, general announcements of the day's 
events will be slotted into the normal programs. 
• ' , ' ' . 
It is hoped that groups both inside and out-
side the University will provide copy for these 
new access programsj| 
soom 'THE SCHONELL IS YOUR THEATRE AND DONT YOU FORGET IT PUNK!" 
• AIR-CONDITIONED 
-. ^ ft ^ ^^  ^ ^ 
WHAT'S COMING UP AT THE 
SCHONELL 
Thurs, Fri & Sat. 
(Thus spoke Humphrey Bogart) 
Thurs, Fri & Sat. 24, 26, 27 March, 7.30 
DAY FOR NIGHT Truffaut's film about the 
making of a film with all the wheels within the 
wheels of the movie world, starring Jacqueline 
Bisset plus Visconti's DEATH IN VENICE, an 
Did you know that the Schonell is one of The most important thing is that the j^ g^^ gg experience looking at a man possessed 
the best equipped proscenium type theatres Schonell only shows films that are worth see- ^^ ^^^.^^ ^^j. g '^^^^ g^ ^^ j^  ^ ^ j , ^^g ^ J^Q J5 yg^ y 
in Australia ~ and did you know that the '"9. aU of our fj'nis are of a high quality and we ^^Q^^^lf^^l gnd filled with mystery. 
Schonell Theatre is owned by the Students cater for a wide range of tastes. If you have 
Union, which means that part of your $70 something that you would like to see at the g^^^ jBth March BOGART DOUBLEl 
per year contribution to the Union goes Schonell mention it to the Manager or write p^jRipigo FOREST - Bogart, Bette Davis 
towards the running of the Schonell -and did it down ahd put It into the Suggestion Box. ^^^ .^^ 5,.^  toward: need 1 say any more. A 
monumental film of the thirties, plus DARK 
The Schonell is your theatre and we urge p^ssAGE - Bogart and Bacall -the story of a 
you to support it: you can be sure that all f^esperate man on the run. The film is interest-
films shown around the town if they are worth . technically with use being made of the 
screening will be screened at the Schonell, subjective camera, 
so why not wait until it comes to this theatre. 
By doing this, you're not only helping to make ^^^ j^^^ 29 & 30 March 7.30 BLUE 
the Schonell a viable concern but you can save ^^^GEL: Marlene Dietrich's vehicle to world 
money too, our prices are cheaper for students ^^ ^^ ^ gpg^ from her great talent of course 
than any other cinema »n the city. The more ^-^^ -^ explored to the hilt in this film. Also 
The Schonell's screening policy is that "it ^^^ Schonell prospens, the more the Students j^^ j^  ^jj^ g^j^ gg 3 JQ ,^^  g^  Germany in the 30's 
will show all firms worth screening", that is Union can channel its profits into vital and and juxtaposed with Visconti's THE DAMNED 
important areas. 
you know that the Schonell is. In fact, the nrwst 
dynamic theatre in Australia. Not only is it 
comfortable but also It has six changes of pro-
gramme per week, Quite frankly, there is no 
other cinema like it. Some of the attendance 
figures at the Schonell are disappointing, e.g. 
matinees (while we realise your work loads 
might be high, why be a sufferer of the "all 
work etc. " syndrome.) 
in the opinion of our "walking film encyclo-
paedia" Manager and also as requested by aud-
iences in our suggestion box. What this means 
is that all good films after having finished the 
city cinema circuit will cpme to the Schonell. 
Basically the Schonell's programme Is as 
follows: . ., 
Sunday Nights sees those films which have 
already enjoyed popularity and which are 
being re-run at your request, such films as Mid-
night Cowboy, Citizen Cane and Humphrey 
Bogart classics. These screenings are ever 
popular and we recommend that you book for 
these sessions to avoid disappointment. 
Week nights are devoted to films which are 
of particular interest because they have not 
had a great deal of previous public exposure. 
Often these films are continental or foreign 
language films and invariably they are of a 
high standard. Also during the week, nnatinees 
are shown on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
days and 11am, 1 pm and 3 pm. The films 
shown at matinees are those which have finish-
ed the city circuit and are suitable to relieve 
you of the academic horrors .which we know 
face you every day. Frklay night at 11.30 sees 
the late night shows, appropriately these are 
comedy, horror or just plain corn or porn, 
all designed to delight. So if you are at a loose 
end on Friday nights, come to see such films as. 
King Kong (the original one), pr The Phantom 
of the Opera and other such screen germ. 
Saturday matinees are when the Schonell 
shows its colours when It presents timeless 
classics from the past and soon you can expect 
to see Sunday matinees.of the Performing Arts 
with opera, ballet and theatre films. 
SO WAIT AND SEE IT SOON 
AT THE SCHONELL!! 
Just one last thing-during one of our 
recent Humphrey Bogart films I felt what 1 
thought was a gun in my back, but was delight-
ed to find It was just one of our more trendy 
patrons vt/jth his clog between my shoulder 
blades: the cleaner had an awful job with the 
floor so please, qh please, be more con-
siderate of those in the seats in front of you. 
the programme js a quality and historically 
interesting double. 
Please note no screening on evening of 
Wednesday 31st. 
Thurs Fri & Sat 1, 2 & 3rd April RETURN 
OF THE PINK PANTHER. Peter Sellers with 
the return of the same old thing - but better. 
Plus BANANAS which is what you'll go when 
you see this one: a fruit salad and scream with 
Woody Allen. 
Sun 4 April. OH LUCKY MAN - Malcolm 
McDowell—a marvellous modern fantasy—a 
theatrical and cinematic masterpiece. Plus 
SCARECROW with now famous Gene 
Hackman and Al Pacino in one of their earlier 
films. 
Sun 11 April SACCO & VANZETTI -The 
best political film of the decade - a stirring 
and moving film about the Injustice done to 
2 political individualists. Plus PLAYTIME 
-Jacques Tati's best film, q unique moder 
modern silent film; although there are no words 
the wit of this film is outstanding. 
The Removalists is at present playing at 
a city cinema. We suggest you .wait tq see this 
film at the Schonell. As is their iisua! policy 
you will see .another fine film with i t - M e l 
Brook's comedy 'The 12 Chairs" starring 
Ron Moody and Me| Bfooks, and acclaimed 
by Show Magazine as "One of the funniest 
films in years". Its set in Russia, at the time of 
the Revolution and oncerns a zany chase for 
12 dining chairs that have a fortune hidden in 
them^ 
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\t^^.i<:'SJ SANSUI AU 4400 
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POWER OUTPUT (at rated distortion) 
continuous power 
both channels driven 23/23 Watts into 8 ohms 
at 1 KHz 
20/20 Watts into 8 ohms 
from 40 to 20,000 Hz. 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
less than 0.3% of rated power 
INTERMODULATION DISTORTION 
less than 0.5% of rated power 
I H F POWER BANDWIDTH 
20 to 30.000 Hz at rated distortion 
FREQUENCY REPONSE (at 1 
20to30,000Hz + 1.dB,-2dB 
DAMPING FACTOR 
approx, 50 at 8 ohms load (1 KHz) 
CHAiMNEL SEPARATION 
better than 50dB 
IHF HUM AND NOISE 
better than 70dB 
FILTERS 
low - 3dB at 100 Hz (6 dB/oct.) 
high - 3dB at 7000 Hz (6dB/oct) 
LOAD IMPEDANCE 4 to 16 ohms 
ALL THIS FOR ONLY $170.00 
^ ^ ^ . - • ^ ^ , 
COMPLETE SYSTEM -
PIONEER PRELUDE 600 
FOR $267.00 
union calculator shop 
MON-THUR 9AM to 7PM PH.3709817 MAILORDERS 
FRIDAY 9AM to 5PM 3711611 ADD $3-00 
. . . Radha Rouse 
Actmi3 Local A.U,S. Secretary 
A.U.S. has granted $2,000 for a national 
campaign to demand the Australian Govern-
ment's recognition of the Democratic Republic 
of East Timor. 
At A.U.S, Annual Council In January a 
clear policy on the Indonesian invasion of East 
Timor was debated and decided. A.U.S. 
demands 1. "the withdrawal of all Indonesian 
invasion forces and an end to all interference 
in East Timor's internal affairs"; 2. that the 
Australian government "immediately cease ail 
military and economic aid to Indonesia" -
Australia (and America) provide military aid 
to jndonesia in the form of ships and plans 
e.g. at least three destroyers of American 
origin were sighted off East Timor (Aust-
ralian Financial Review Nov, 26 1975) two 
Australian built Nomad aircraft were flown 
by Indonesian airforce officers from Darwin to 
Timor on December 12 despite the efforts of 
unions to stop them. 3. "to provide full facili-
ties where required for the United Nations 
Mission of East Timor" - the Australian 
government ordered the seizure of a transmit-
ter/receiver which prevented the U.N. Special 
Envoy Mr. WInspeare Guisceardi from finalising 
arrangements to visit FRETILIN held areas. 
Then the Australian government refused to 
supply a plane to fty U.N. representatives into 
East Timor. 4. "to provide aid to the Govern-
ment of D.R.E.T. when possible". 
5. 'That free access be granted to all journ-
alists and aid workers to all areas of East 
Timor" - the press cannot get into East Timor 
— and the last six who were there were murder-
ed by the Indonesians who disregarded the Aus-
tralians' surrender and identification signals. 
A FRETILIN Medical onJerly witnessed the 
action. Father Mark Raper who visited East 
Timor for the Australian Council for Overseas 
Aid heard a broadcast over Radio Kupang in 
which UDT leader de Cruz said, "We killed 
the Australian communist journalists, and we'll 
kill any others that come along" (The Age, 
Oct 31, 1975) -a id workers from Australia 
have been'refused permission to leave Darwin 
for East Timor. The International Red Cross 
was evacuated when Indonesia warned of the 
pending fighting. The Australian gover.nment 
could work towards the estalilishment of a 
neutral zone from which the Red Cross could 
work. 
6. 'That the Australian Government publish 
the full Woolcott cable and state its .exact posi-
tion in relation to the views expressed in the 
cable and the actions it has taken". Ambassador 
to Indonesia Mr Woolcott cabled Andrew 
Peacock in January teilling him that the Inva-
sion was a fait accompli. 
' 7. 'That A.U.S. welcomes initiatives taken 
by trade unions in banning shipments of mili-
tary and other goods to Indonesia and urges 
other trade unions to take similar actions and 
strongly recommends that the ACTU and state 
and provincial trades and labour councils im-
pose a full trade ban on Indonesia pending the 
withdrawal of all Indonesian forces from East 
Timor and that A.U.S. organise or support a 
campaign against military aid to Indonesia from 
Australia and an investigation of all aid to 
Indonesia and the Investigation of the Austra-
lian Indonesian Business Cooperation Commit-
tee (AIBCC), its companies and their involve-
ments in Indonesia." 
The president of AIBCC sent a telegram to 
Australia's Deputy P.M. and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs which said "On behalf of 160 
Australian member companies of the AIBCC 
1 urge you to have regard for strong commercial 
and investment links existing between Austra-
lia and Indonesia as the basis on which future 
cordial relations must be built, AIBCC regards 
Indonesian response to date in Timor as most 
tolerant and responsible and abhors actions 
and attitudes of minorities in both countries 
aimed at , prejudicing Australia/Indonesia. 
AIBCC urges government to resist pressures 
for any form of censure by Australia." 
There is a great drive for education in East 
Timor — nearly 90% of the people are illiter-
ate. The FRETILIN literacy campaign Is based 
on Brazilian Paolo Friere'smethod - that what 
people learn to read is as Important as the fact 
that they learn to read. Thus villagers are 
taught anti-colonialist sentiments in the context 
of their everyday life under D.R.E.T. govern-
ment. 
Until now the only hope of Timorese enter-
taining tecjiary education has been to get one 
of the few*~scholarships to Lisbon. Many 
students looked to Australia (before the Indo-
nesian invasion) to provide access until they 
build their own institutions, (from "Report 
from East Timor". Jill Jolliffe). 
Thus a further motion passed "that AUS 
makes an offer to FRETILIN to help organize 
for East Timorese students to stay in Austra-
Iia, and that such a scheme be handled by 
the Presidential.off ice". 
LURKING BEHirsiD 
THE SCENES 
"In April, Lopez da Cruz (Leader UDT) 
and Costa Menzinho (Mayor Dili under fascism) 
visited Australia. In Melbourne they met with 
Brig Callinan and a "rightist group" believed to 
be the D.L.P. 
Callinan had led Australian commandoes 
in Timor in W.W.I I. He and the UDT were old 
friends. He urged,the UDT to break the coali-
tion it had formed with FRETILIN January 
this year against the pro-Indonesian party APO-
DETI and form an "anti-communist alliance" 
withAPODETI. 
Callinan was also an Australian military 
adviser to South Vietnamese dictator Diem in 
the early sixties. On August 30, 1974, after his 
return from Vietnam he spoke to the National 
Civic Council (DLP) Victorian State Conven-
t/on (Newsweekly, Sept. 10, 1964), He is a 
member of the DLP and has held high positions 
in it. He is a director of BP (Australia) and was 
a top officer in the CMF. 
In June Da Cruz told the Indonesians that 
they were planning a coup. They had some 
weapons already, had been promised further 
supplies from a "rightest group in Australia" 
...(Sydney Morning Herald, Aug, 13 & 28) 
Meanwhile, small arms supplies headed 
north from Melbourne, through Adielaide, to 
Darwin in June. A truckle told a surprised 
union official in Adelaide that a shipment of 
arms had passed through headed for Darwin. 
The union official dismissed it as a wild story, 
but mentioned it to some friends. 
On August 11, they [UDT] asked "base 
commander, Darwin" to send help and to 
"also contact Guam". Guarii is a huge Ameri-
can military base in the north Pacific. Later 
broadcasts mentioned places where arms should 
be Mnloaded. (Sydney Morning Herald, Aug. 
In Hongkong, he (da Cruz) met with Indo-
nesian, Australian (including Theiss multi-
national construction co.) Hong Kong, 
American and other interests, assuring them of 
an open go in Timor once UDT took over. 
Similar assurances had been given to multi-
national oil Interests. Callinan is a director of 
BP (Australia) whose parent company in Britain 
Burmah Oil has a 23% interest. Woodside 
Burmah had drilled off East Timor and found 
sizeable oil deposits. Worried by FRETILIN 
they had said nothing of their finds and stop-
ped drilling. 
In May this year,'a top American oil 
company executive visited East Timor, 
supposedly to discuss oil concessions with the 
Portuguese. At that time the UDT unilateral-
ly split with FRETILIN.Three days before the 
coup, he again visited East Timor, leaving only 
when FRETILIN launched its counter attack 
on Aug. 16. 
Sheer, coincidence or was he a CIA agent? 
The CIA linkswith oil multi-nationals are well 
documented^ ' 
from Tharunka, Wed. 3 Sept. 1975 
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ACADEMICS UNIONISED 
During March almost all of the employees 
of the University of Queensland became union-
ised. Negotiations have been going on for the 
past years to form these unions — one for the 
academic staff and another for the non-academ-
ic staff. 
The academic staff were previously mem-
bers of an association and the non-academic 
staff were members of various unions, such as 
the Municipal Officers Association, The Profes-
sidnal Officers Association and the Federated 
Clerks Union and various others. 
During 1973 - 74 there were a number of 
disputes associated with the number of unions 
represented on the campus by the non-academ-
•Ic staff. Towards the end of 1974 there was a 
ban put on the University by the Federated 
Clerks Union, because of 'The Length of time 
the Universities of Queensland and James 
Cook were taking to discuss the award coverage 
suggested for non-academic staff." This meant 
that books, carcasses and other items were not 
delivered to the university. 
At the tirne there were discussions under-
way for the non-academic staff employed by 
universities — to prevent overlapping Union 
membership. And despite the fact that there 
are clerks, administrative staff, technicians 
laboratory, library, computer, maintainence 
and service areas represented in the University 
it was thought that one union to cover all 
such employees would be a more practical 
solution to the problem. 
Such a composite union would be able to 
deal directly with the Universities in pursuit 
of their claims and would be in a better posi-
tion to understand the peculiar nature of work-
ing in a university. 
There ha^ been opposition to this plan by 
unions already representing members on the 
campuses. Now that the University Employees 
(General Staff) State Industrial Agreement has 
been drawn up and registered with the state 
industrial Concilliatlon and'Arbitration Com-
rtilssion to cover the above mentioned groups it 
Is likely that th^re will be more opposition 
from the Unions presentiy representing these 
people. 
This Union includes people employed by all 
three Queensland universities. When the dis-
fiutes were at their height in 1973-74, this 
solution was mooted by a number of radical 
members and accordingly dismissed, although It 
appeared to be the obvious solution to the 
problem. 
The academic staff have also changed their 
Staff Association into a Union. This too was 
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I J I l L r i B I J L u l CHECKING THE FACTS 
mooted several years ago - when the Profes- On March 14th, The Sunday Mail ran an art-
sionai Officers Association and other unions icie headed UNI plans Quota Selection by Pub-
in South Australia and Western Australia tried lie Exams". This statement may have mislead 
to Include academics as their members. Short- and dismayed all potential university students 
ly aftenwards Academic Unions were formed still at secondary school who have NEVER 
in these states. sat for a public examination. 
After months of discussion, at a general 
meeting of the Staff Association in September 
last year a overwhelming majority of staff 
members voted to form a union. As one staff 
member said: "the majority was large because 
some voted for it because they believed in 
Unionism and others voted for it because they 
didn't want to be coopted into another Union/' 
Mr Don Barret secretary of the Staff Assoc-
iation said: 'The Academic Union will not 
mean compulsory unionism, it is just that 
because of the nature of work as an academic 
it is difficult for other unions to understand 
our position. The hours we can work are un-
usual in a Union sense and the fact that we 
work very hard but still have a considerable 
amount of freedom is quite unique. 
"Unionism will mean that we will be able 
to work through the Concilliatlon ahd Arbi-
tration commission to secure wage and con-
dition changes. At the moment Mr Justice 
Campbell is in the process of preparing a sub-
mission^  for parliament on work value and 
salaries — endeavouring to peg wages to some 
rationally determined criteria. Unionism will 
I^so increase our scope as an organisation. It 
will mean that we will have the right to strike 
for instance. And also we will have the research 
facilities of the Trade Union movement at our 
disposal." 
Besides conflicts with other unions already 
representing non-academic staff, it Is likely that 
there will be disputes between the academic 
and non-academic unions In the representation 
of various members, for instance - library staff. 
Where do library staff who hold library certifi-
cates belong - with the academics or with the 
non-academics? For example, Joy Guyatt, head 
librarian in trie Under Grad. Library is current-
ly President of the academics Staff Association. 
Arising out of the formation of these unions 
is the possibility that National Unions for 
academic and non-academic staff will be form-
ed. Presently the Academic Staff associations 
are represented nationally by FAUSA (Feder-
ation of Academic University Staff. Associat-
ions) which could become a Union. Asvthe. 
move for a non-academic union is a relatively 
new one ~ there is a possibility that in the fut-
ure a national union for general university 
staff could be formed^ 
President of the Professorial Board at 
Queensland Uni, Prof. Ronald Gates, said that 
he did not know whet'e The Sunday Mail had 
got their information from. 'The idea was 
floated when the Radford Scheme came in," 
he said, "but to my knowledge nothing of the 
sort has been discussed since then." 
The Professorial Board meets on March 
12th. As this is the third year in which the 
University has accepted students from the 
Radford Scheme a group of "experts" will 
probably be appointed by the board to review 
it. 
Mr Ray Costello, presdient of the Queens-
land Teachers Union agreed that an enquiry 
should be made into the Radford Scheme, 
"However," . he- said, "any suggestion that 
External exams be re-introduced is just not the 
agenda of reality.. The enquiry will almost 
certainly reveal that the University and other 
tertiary institutions have been well served by 
the Radford Scheme but at tremendous cost to 
the alms and^  hopes of secondary education in 
Queensland. The system is so much Reared to 
the needs of "tertiary inittitutions and employ-
ers that it is imposing unfair stresses on con-
sciencous students striving to succeed. It's 
denying many-secondary students their right 
to a rounded and enjoyable education because 
of continuous and sustained pressure of intern-
al assessment." 
Mr Costello said that there are three main 
reasons why external examinations jwere not 
on. 
1. The University of Qld is only one of 16 
tertiary institutions in Queensland which are 
affected by the Radford Scheme, 
2. Teachers in secondary schools would . 
ovenwhelmihgly regret the notion of rein-
troducing external exams. ('The Univer-
sity of Queensland has always been too con-
cerned about entry standards whereas 
what they should be concerned about is exit 
stands" Mr Costello stressed). 
• 3. External exams have been notoriously 
poor predictions of success. 
. Mr Costello said tha* the main thing he 
would like the revie' '.rs-of the Radforti 
Scheme to look at >• uid be the constricting 
pressures Imposed \u secondary schools which, 
he had heard, affects participation Ih Uni l i f ^ 
BOCK-CLIMBING 
AESTHETICS 
i-'j>si||;w:t;:j 
Rocks are very important to children and 
grownups. Rocks can be thrown, they can be 
piled up, they can be rolled down hills. Rocks 
have personalities. In the sun they are warm. 
On a winters day they can suck all your fibre. 
Rocks are demanding. You have to shift them, 
throw them, kick them. They are an jmpassjve-
ly demanding enticing existence. 
When gathered collectively they form cliffs 
and people climb them. In the beginning this 
was a brutal rape. The object was the top of the 
pile and the method was expedient. Men used 
nailed boots, iron spikes, picks and ladders. 
There was no method and the rock was an ex-
pendible function of reaching the top, of fuel-
iiQ an ego. 
The rock was not a part of an esthetic con-
tinum but simply thereto be climed. The result 
was predictable. Where people climbed the 
rock was desecrated and damaged. Nailed boots 
wore it down, iron spikes were left to rust and 
the flotsam of a recreational age was left strewn 
on the base and sides of the rock. 
But the stupidity was not universal. As an 
art form climbing began to appeal to new types 
of people. These people saw the universe as a 
non renewable totality. Non renewal m our 
span anyway. The rock was no longer seen as 
a method but rather as itself. With the birth of 
ascetics in rock climbing came a new approach 
to its methods. 
Despite the apparent efforts to introduce as-
thetics into rock climbing there is a very heavy 
technological bias in the methods used to mini-
mise the risk factor. At first the methodology 
was crude. The aim was to attach your self to 
the rock and the simplest way to do this was to 
drive in a spike. This led to the use of pltons 
and logically to expansion bolts. These bolts 
were particularly bad as they involved actually 
drilling a hole in the rock and placing an expan-
sion bolt. . 
As the various rocks used for climbing be-
came strewn with iron mongry It was soon 
necessary to devise a new method of securing 
the climber to the rock face. The solution was 
obvious. If you had to use the rock it should be 
approached in a positive manner. Rock is not 
passive. It weathers and cracks and provides 
spikes. By the use of nuts and hexagonal bill-
ets of metal, it is possible to use these cracks. 
The nut is placed in such a position that it .will 
not come out but will jamb if there is a fall by 
the climber. The i-esult is security but also ap-
'"'" wTth "the decline in the use of pltons h^ 
come a renewed appreciation o^  |-°ck as a part 
of the climb. If you are concerned with placing 
protection you are concerned with rock You 
want to presen/e the cracks and the holds. Con-
sequently over recent years the rock chmbs 
. have become more demanding. The aim is not 
iust to climb but to climb clean, to use no des-
tructive devices. Perhaps climbing has now 
passed Its juvenile activities and wil now 
become a more vocal section of the 
environmental, consciousness. After all the rock 
climbers environment i j , ^e envhx»nment| 
Sam vyhittenbar 
Around 5th March 1976, continuing N.E.A.T. trainees received a 
"News Release" from Tony Street, Minister for Employment and In-
dustrial relations. It advised them that their training allowance was to 
be cut, as of 1st April, 1976, from about $83 a week after tax to 
about $57 a week nett for a single person with no dependents. Not 
only that, but a stringent means test is to be applied to all recipients. 
For continuing trainees, this came like a treacherous stab in the 
back, a capricious betrayal of promise, as Prime Minister Fraser had 
assured NEAT trainees in several press announcements that the rate of 
payment would not be reduced, although a means test would be app-
lied. 
During February at a time when severe cut backs were being 
announced throughout the Commonwealth Public Service, I visited the 
Professional Employment Office (where my NEAT claims and pay-
ments are processed) to seek assurance that my study allowance would 
not be effected. 
"Every time I open the papers," I said to one of the Public Servants 
there "and read about yet another area of expenditure pruning, I chew 
my fingernails back another inch." 
"So do we all here," was the reply, "we're terrified." 
So not only were these public servants experiencing trepidations 
about the security of their own positions, they could tell me nothing 
about the proposals that were to affect N EAT. 
NEAT (National Employment and Training Scheme) was introduced 
on 1st October, 1974 by the then Labor Government, its aim being to 
provide re-training for people who, for some reason, could not continue 
in occupations for which they had been trained. It amalgamated several 
already existing schemes such as re-education for handicapped people. 
and provision for the gaining of extra trade or professional qualificat-
ions for those who needed such to rejoin the work force. Any person 
who came under the classification of "redundancy" at a time when 
many were.being "laid off" (you may remember the General Motors 
Holden inefficiency fiasco), could apply for re-training under NEAT. 
Even then, acceptance regulations were very strict. 
Those who embarked on a course of education did so on the 
understanding that they would be receiving a stable and secure income 
for the duration of their studies. This was about $83 nett for all 
trainees, and so financial committments could be planned with the 
knowledge that the value of their income would be affected only by 
inflation (which has knocked a bad enough hole in that amount as it 
is). It was accepted that at least trainees (almost exclusively) mature 
adults: people of an age who would need "re"-training) could supply 
themselves with a modicum of human comforts essential tq physical 
^nd mental well-being whilst engaging in full-time studies. 
BETRAYED 
In the case of married people, it was not to matter if the spouse was 
earning at the same time. In fact, this did bring to light a few isolated 
cases where the scheme could be abused: such as where a woman whose 
professional husband was earning $12,000 per annum was able to 
receive NEAT. Yet the vast majority of NEAT students were single, or 
if married, had children and spouses who were able to earn only a pit-
tance to supplement the N EAT income for their families. 
University students must necessarily budget for considerable finan-
cial outlay at the beginning of the year. The $100 per year "books, 
materials and fees" allowance granted to NEAT students is pitifully 
inadequate to cover these necessities, as every student Icnows. 
However, several weeks into first semester, the blow was struck, 
with the receipt of the information that the new NEAT allowance was 
to be based on the prevailing rate for unemployment benefits ($38.75 
,per week) plus increments on that rate for dependent spouses and 
"children, supplemented by a "training allowance" of $23.40 or 20% 
of the National Average Award Wage. The total is subject to tax. This 
is to come into force on 1st April, 1976. Yet Street's announcement 
was dated 11th February 1976! How many people hit with the reduct-
ion would have decided to continue studies this year had they known 
of the cuts then!? 
In speaking with other NEAT trainees from tertiary education in-
stitutions, I have gauged their reaction as one of betrayal, in many 
cases of bittemess and disappointment, and even confusion. All have 
financial committments which they are unable to carry out under the 
new reduced allowance. 
In the case of married students, the situation is untenable if the 
spouse's income exceeds the $70.50 per week means test figure, as in 
such a case NEAT wili add only $23 training allowance to the family's 
income. There are cases in which house payments, mortgage repay-
ments and children's education expenses will force students right out 
of their courses. 
It has been difficult to contact students who are affected. AUS 
tried, but could not arrive at many conclusions ori which they could 
Bct: a Telex message was sent to Minister Street outlining the sudden 
hardships encountered by the announcement of cut4iacks and Mr 
Doug Fraser, Queensland Regional Officer for AUS sent out a Media 
Release. But the press typically quoted only small parts ofthis, "bury-
ing" these items well down amongst the back pages. 
Mr Street^announced today that the Government is providing for an increased number of 
full-time trainees under the National Employment and Training System (NEAT). As a result 
of a teview of the allowance payable to ensure that it more closely reflects trainees'individual 
needs, it is expected that over a full year the number of full-time trainees would be abk to be 
increased by up to 3,000. 
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The first reaction many will have regarding the cut-backs in NEAT 
Allowances will reflect on the Fraser government's "austerity drive". 
But this is no so: the total provision of $51 million per year for NEAT 
is not being reduced. The Individual allotments are going down so that, 
as Minister Street announced, a further 3,000 trainees may be accepted 
for training under the scheme. The Queensland A.U.S. Regional Of-
ficer's Media Release, however, quotes that "the eligibility regulations 
have been tightened up to the point where new approvals are running 
at 40% of last year's level". 
One NEAT trainee was able to contact Evan Adermann, Minister 
for the Northern Territory, who informed him that although Cabinet 
did not intend a reduction in total Govemment expenditure re NEAT, 
members of Cabinet did agree that the changes were not all they 
wanted them to be. This suggests the decision was made in haste, with 
little consideration as to how individual trainees would be affected. 
The AUS Media Release states: " I believe that subsidies to employ-
ers under the scheme for on-the-job training will continue to be paid at 
the previous level. This is a further example of how the new Govern-
ment's 'spending cuts' spare big business and penalise the individual." 
MEANS TEST 
As far as the means test is concerned in its effects on NEAT, one 
student who is severely affected feels that NEAT trainees are going to 
have to seek part-time employment where they will not be forced to 
declare their extra income. She said, "You just can't play by the rules 
and keep on living." But students who try this are going to be lumped 
under the same classification as that repulsive, despicable member of 
the community,'The Dole Bludger". 
I contacted several officials who deal with the processing of NEAT 
trainees. At one office, the public servant tried to be as helpful as 
possible, but eventually went to find someone who "may be able 
to help" my investigations further. A man came into the ottice ana 
announced, "i'm sorry, I can't tell you anything more." I asked his 
name and was told,"No, I can't tell you that either." At all of these 
public service offices (under the Ministerial jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Employment and Industrial Relations) I was told that the 
decision was a political one, and that they are simply beirig dictated 
to administer political directives. One public servant even went so far 
as to threaten to sue me if I quoted him, "Under no circumstances 
can you quote me, not in any periodical, any magazine, newspaper, 
or anything else - I'll sue you if you do." 
So there it is. The careers of many NEAT trainees are on the chop-
ping block. When they are forced to quit their studies without full 
qualifications, and go onto the dole, even if they are not required to 
repay all the moneys already expended through NEAT on their part-
ial training, it will represent a shocking waste of public money that has 
been already paid out. 
Mr A.M. Cooke, who signed the covering letter to Queensland 
NEAT trainees informing them of Minister Street's announcement, 
agreed with me that. In effect, continuing NEAT students are being 
penalised retrospectively. When they began training, they had reason to 
expect a stable and secure income for the duration of their studies, but 
this is being cut back as of 1st April, long before most students will 
have finished. 
One student who is affected severely has tried to gather informat-
ion about the reductions and how Minister Street's rationale for the 
changes can be justified. He feels he has been ''hitting his head against 
a brick wall" in his attempts. He fears he is going to have to terminate 
his studies. 
I have heard of a student who has terminated her studies, and has 
been advised that she may be required to repay all she has so far re-
ceived from her NEAT allowance through 1975. No student under 
NEAT whom I have contacted is willing to have his or her name 
mentioned in this Semper article. We all feel that to be quoted as airing 
our grievances even in a student newspaper article such as this, we will 
be "placing our heads on the chopping block." 
When I advised one NEAT trainee that although I would mention 
no trainees names I still intend to have my own name placed on the 
foot of this article, she agreed that I probably have nothing to lose, for 
I honestly don't see how I can continue my studies under the new con-
ditions imposed. I have made too many ITnanciai commitments, 
including having, in December, moved into a comfortable, but by no 
means sumptuous flat. Since receiving Street's announcement, I haven't 
been able to study - 1 just can't concentrate. 
The A.U.S. Regional Officer suggested I ask NEAT trainees whether 
there have been any delays in allowance payments. I have found in-
stances of several delays. 
I believe, with several other students, that these cut-backs are akin 
to a mass ring-barking: the trees are going to die off one by one and the 
new rates are making NEAT totally unattractive to prospective appli-
cants (who are mature adults with greater financial demands than 
school-leaving students). Soon, the whole forest will die out. If there is 
no reconsideration of the scheme by Minister Street, then NEAT is 
doomed. Is this actually intended as another "reduction in Govern- • 
ment expenditure", in a disguise such that as the trees die off, the 
gradual disappearance of NEAT will be noticed by only those who 
have suffered? 
Now sit back and wait for the Pariiamentarians' salary increase, 
predicted by the Sunday Sun a few weeks ago in the magnitude of at 
least $100 per wieek per member! 
Meanwhile, those who are being affected, write to your local Gov-
ernment member of pariiament, and to Mr Street and cross your 
fingers. 
Any cut back in opportunities for education is, of course, bound to 
affect the future of the community, by robbing it of qualified and 
efficient professional people and tradespeople. So the NEAT decision 
is not only robbing those whose careers are to be affected, but also the 
entire community of the skills these people would be able to provid^ 
Ron Mui r 
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There are at present, eleven colleges in the St Lucla area, caterm 
for neariy 200 University students. This means that one in ten of those 
great intellectuals you see on campus is experiencing that Utopian 
existence classified as "college-life". But is there a difference between 
the romantic portrayal in sentimental American movies and the Austra-
lian rea l i ty? . . . . You bet there is! 
, To begin with, not every one in the colleges is:-
(aj tremendous atheletes 
(b) "laissez-faire" about study, yet able to pass exams without a head-
ache, 
(c) social livewires - the absolute life of the party 
(d) the obvious choice for all committees/associations or 
(e) Rock Hudson/Marilyn Monroe 
On the contrary, most of them are pretty average all-round and, 
incredible as it may sound, some actually list study as their first prior-
ity. 
The harsh reality about our sporting abilities is, that, apart from few 
stalwarts who volunteer for everything, most are forcibly "persuaded" 
to participate, for example: 
"Do.you have a pair of swimming togs?" 
"Yyyess.. .why?" 
"Good, you're in the SOm freestyle, butterfly and 200m medley^." 
Understandably, this method of recruitment can lead to some hila-
rious performances. Have you ever watched the intrepid progress of a 
rowing boat handled by four freshers who have never seen the inside of 
a boat, let alone manned the oars!..... The inter college carnivals (arran-
ged by the Inter-Cdilege Council) are certainly very amusing. 
Nonetheless, there is still a great deal of competition between the 
colleges and patriotism is a strong point amongst their members. You 
can imagine the audience participation in a particulariy tense situation, 
They become quite frantic with emotion! Ribald comments are served 
from side to side as if tennis were going out of season. 
As for study, most students will admit to attempting an imitation 
of this "laissez-faire" attitude. However, around about the fourth week 
of semester, there Is a dramatic metamorphosis. Hundreds of students 
are suddenly stricken by their consciences and mori)idly turn their 
attention to the dull but necessary task of study. No longer do wild 
parties rock the corridors till 3 a.m. (not on weeknights, anyway). 
Instead, in each lighted window we see a hunched figure poring over 
books, surrounded by mounds of cigarette butts and dirty coffee cups. 
As dawn approaches over the horizon; the haggard figure rises and 
throws himself wearily upon the bed whence to sleep the few hours to 
breakfast. (Author's note: please allow for slight exaggeration here). 
In the week preceding exams many students completely omit the 
latter step. In view of the above then, the reader will no doubt realize 
that there are very few social livewires at college. There is of course 
the minority (about 70%) who unable to stand the pace, take to drink 
as their only consolation. Their studious comrades, whilst publicly 
condemning their behaviour are inwardly green with envy as they hear 
the sounds of revelry echoing through the empty corridors. 
However, they persevere, hopefully to find their labours rewarded 
at the end of each semester. 
EVERYTHI iMG Dad, you do love them; and no, Mum, you're not screwed up because 
Y O U A L W A Y S W A N T E D of bad toilet training. Reassurance is the key word. 
TO K N O W A B O U T , . , . , x . . . . 
T E L L I N G Y O U R P A R E N T S Parents who are in the (a) or (b) category unfortunately display 
T H A T Y O U ' R E L E A V I N G H O M E * ^^^'^^ °^ ^^^ dreaded dingus parents. You must be aware of this before 
you tell them so you can have your (rational eloquent) arguments ready 
*Dut you were afraid to ask. to zap straight at them. 
A J . ,„ J . •^ • 11 *k v« '„« k «rort:e5„n *nr t^ .n hn..re With (fa) typc parBrtts, havB the answers to practical problems (such And vou re ready to te them. You ve been practising for two hours ,. r .^ .' . ^ ..* r _^ . . nu^ , *L..;„ niiuyuu. y icii^ici. "ifM i«L„„ homo" nr as fioance, housmg, Bod transport-at your fjogertips. Show thcm 
r,.*°rrA».Mr h l . . ^ ™ P ^ Sn„?nMp"" T W ^ S n i ^ n Z vou've worted J^ thing out Perhpas the hanlast to take is the (c) Tm LEAV NG home or Pm leavmg HOME They re "ttrng in the y _^^ ' ^ 
lounge dnnkmgtea/ctfeefteer and yoo wa k ^"•^^'J^'f-l^f and the^ haven't taken you seriously. Don't get angry. If anything, he 
hlurt rt out. Just like ha "I'm '"""S ;» '"=• O"'* '""J' » 1 ^ ? ' ""'« " " l ^ Tell themyou're perfectly serious. To prove your point, 
so nen/ous, ,t comes out oo ru hed, too muhled, or slowly and evenly ^ ,^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^^,„^|, J ,^^,^„„|^^ „„ ,|,^ ^ ^J^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ 
spaced like a dalek m an old Dr. Who re^un. ^„^ ^3gi„ ^ ^^^ ^^^, „ .„ ,„ ^^ summerclothing Into separate piles. 
The flm reaction will be surprise. (Dad may even lower his ^''"'^ "^''' V"" '" '»"'""' "^ ""^ '="="'° '"' "' '"'• «=' 
Telegraph). They will then look at each other, communicating in the 
mystical eyebrow language all parents use. Any one of three feelings ^^^^ .^  ,.^j^ ,^^ ^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^^  ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ .^^ ^ ^^ ,^^  
Will now be expressea. ^p^^ ^^^ 1^^ ^ p^ .^j^ l^  complication of your mum fainting away. If 
this happens, know what to do (having previously looked it up in your 
(a) despair (Why? Where did we go wrong? How did we fail you?) St John's first aid book) thus impressing the folks of your extreme 
(b) worry (But you'll never cope... You don't have enough money calmness in the face of emergency. 
. . . We do everything for you.) 
(c) amusement (This Is the latest thing, eh? My word, what'!! you If you get through these hassles O.K., you're just about right By 
think of next? Leaving home? guffaw guffaw) this time youll be a helluva lot more capable of arguing a point and will 
look, on the average, 3- 5 years older (both from strain and your 
Faced with this traumatic situation, you must modify your reply feverish attempts to appear poised and mature). One final thing: if 
according to their reaction. If they exhibited (a) despair - you must you come home again after living away, do remember to grit your 
tread very carefully. Be mature, calm, gentle, persuasive, rational. Don't teeth and say nothing when they smugly/triumphantly/leeringly say, 
shout - they need to be re-assured. You must convince them that yes, "1 told you sol" 
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The number of college committees and associations is in itself so 
large as to make it a physical impossibility for any one person to be 
a member of all of them. That is, unless he possesses the peculiar ability 
of being in two places at any one time. Besides which, any sane colleg-
iate (this classification excludes "suckers") attempts to shirk from 
responsibility in this field, unwilling to be burdened with the thankless 
task of organisation. 
Looking like Marilyn Monroe or Rock Hudson, as anyone with an 
ounce of grey matter will know, is definitely NOT the norm at college. 
Actually, 1 doubt if Marilyn Monroe would look like Marilyn Monroe if 
she' spent any length of time at college. How could she? With an average 
of six hours sleep a night and a permanent blood alcohol content of 
.1% or more; she'd look more like Phyliss Oilier. However, 1 think the 
body must become accustomed to Incredible abuses of its mechanisms. 
1 mean, look at the way it handles college meats. Incidentally, college 
cannot be recommended for anyone on a diet. IF they only ate what 
was on their plates they'd soon fade away to nothing; but the fact is 
collegians are always hungry so they have to go elsewhere to fill up. 
Thus the local take-away and pizza pariour do a roaring trade, whilst 
one's waistline tells the sorry story. 
Fortunately ail collegians are in this together, suffering similar fates 
and hence very understanding of this "minor menopause" that new 
collegiates must undergo. Anyway, there isn't much choice. It's no use 
thinking vulgar thoughts about someone walking up looking as if 
they've just done a high speed orbit of the earth in a spin dryer. After 
ail, there's every possibility that you look exactly the samel^ 
Debbie Bull 
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On March 27 Brisbane's electors go to the polls toT'elect a new City 
Council. This could well be news to many people as the silence of the 
monopoly media over this election has been deafening. Following hard 
on the heels of "Australia's-Greatest-Ever-Political-Crisis", the over-
throw and destruction of the A.O.P. these elections have barely rated 
;a mention except occasionally in the inside pages. Perhaps Australia's 
^media barons have decided that the political silly season is over and 
,that the people of Brisbane will benefit from not having the issues 
discussed too fully. 
Just how important is the council? Brisbane is considerably differ-
ent from other Australian cities, in that it is the only large city organis-
ed on a Greater City concept. Virtually all of Brisbane's population live 
in the one local authority area. The Council also controls a great deal 
of surrounding countryside, which as a result of the notorious 1975 
Town Plan has been rezoned from "Open Space" to "Future Urban". 
Brisbane City Council is the only council required to bperate its own 
public transport and pay for it out of rates and one of the few in Aus-
tralia to directly control water supply, sewerage, and electricity. The 
council employs 9,500 staff to carry out all these functions and has vast 
investments in land and capital works which give it an accumulated 
deficit of $325 million. By comparison, until recently it maintained 
a minute Town Planning dept. which found itself incapable of produc-
ing a Town Plan until six years.after it was asked to. 
There has been close agreement as to the important issues in the 
election. In fact so much so that the campaign promises of the two 
parties were almost identical and the Liberals claimed their policies 
had been "stolen". 
The big issue has been Brisbane's inefficient and infrequent public 
transport. The council is directly responsible for buses, ferries, roads 
and car parks and both sides have been promising a wide range of im-
provements and inducements to voters. Extended concessions to pen-
sioners and children, free buses in the inner city, a new fare structure, 
more ferries and more buses have been promised by both Labor and 
Liberal. The basic issue really is which group (if either) would actively 
promote public transport and allocate the funds to make the promised 
changes. With the Federal. Fraser govemment stopping rrjoney to pub-
lic transport the more flamboyant proposals of the Liberals would seem 
to have little chance of getting off tiie ground given the money avail-
able through the council alone. The failure of the freeway obsessed 
Clam Jones' administration. To do anything to improve public trans-
port has proved to be strong amunition for Syd McDonald, however 
the mayor, Brian Walsh, points to the definite improvements over the 
last six month^ One hundred new Volvo buses ordered and new routes 
established into Sunnybank and Griffith University. Bicycles and the 
provision of bikeways have become a strong issue, so much so that the 
previously anti-cyclist Brian Walsh has promised a start on Brisbane's 
first true bikeway from Toowong to Queensland University. 
The present Labor Administration has controlled the council for 
15 years mostly under the leadership of Clem Jones who retired in 
1975. So great is their hold that at the last election the A.L.P. won 
20 of the 21 seats. From this monopoly position they are fighting the 
election with supreme confidence and very little strenuous effort. 
Previously the opposition has been a "civic Team" but this time the 
Liberal Party has decided to directly stand a team. Under the leader-
ship of Brisbane's biggest caterer 'The. Flying Pieman", Syd McDonald 
(Nicknames are very important in this election). The only independant 
on council, Lex Ord (the Lone Ranger) has joined the Liberals. Other-
wise their candidates lack any experience and in many cases credent-
ials for standing. The Liberal's main hope for success is that a flow on 
from Federal politics will bring them sufficient votes to win the neces-
sary ten seats from Labor. 
Almost as significant has been the issues of the limited areas of park-
land and the need to provide recreation facilities. This issue reached 
explosion point last year during the furor over the Town Plan when 
the council was signing away whole areas to be fenced for the sole 
use of certain sports clubs. 
However nearly all candidates have made some sort of statement 
saying they support recreation and parks and.the daily press which 
originally championed the protests has failed to say anything more. 
The major repercussion niay be felt by Brian Walsh himself as his elec-
torate of Chermside is very marginal and was the scene of a very bitter 
fight over Merchant Park jest year. Other promises have centred around 
such things as f r ^ vaccinations, more libraries and more community 
services. 
CITV 
There are several issues which have hardly been mentioned during 
the campaign but which would seem to have great importance to the 
ratepayers of Bri^ane and the future of the council 
Virtually nothing has been said about the likelihood of rate increa-
ses, despite the fact that it is almost certain that a large i-ate rise will 
be necessary unless the proposal for direct grants from Federal to local 
governments is revived, a doubtful proposition at present. Already 
many areas have had huge upward revaluations and the consequent 
big rate increases are likely next year, but neither party has mentioned 
this at all. 
STATE GOVERNMENT TAKE OVER 
The State Government is already pushing ahead with plans to 
take over three of the councils largest departments Water Supply, 
Sewerage and Electricity and to make these part of respective Regional 
Boards to serve all of South East Queensland. The effect of this would 
be to subsidise expansion of facilities in rural. National Party held 
areas and the cost of this would be shifted to the city dweller. The rise 
of 15% in the cost of electricity has been estimated for Brisbane with 
the added probability that installations and repairs would take longer. 
The proposal to "share water" with other councils would mean that 
Brisbane which only ten years ago was having water problems in 
summer would have to supply water to farmers to relieve the country 
councils and the State Government from financing water supply 
projects in those areas. 
Several unions are worried that a Liberal council would follow the 
Fraser Government's example by laying off workers to pay for its 
extravagant election promises. Coupled with the Liberal Team's deter-
mination to turn over various council activities to private enterprise and 
Syd McDonald's slogan of "Rid City Hall of costly Socialist practices" 
a Liberal victory could be a great threat to the jobs of thousands of 
council employees. 
The question of openness in council dealings and access of the 
public and community groups to information and planning ideas before 
decisions are made should have been an important issue, especially if 
the council was serious in avoiding the repetition of last year's Town 
Plan debacle. Instead virtually nothing has been said. Likewise nothing 
has been said about the interests of the candidates for Aldermans 
in business and land dealings. 
Similariy nothing has been said of the private interest of the candid-
ates for council in business and land dealings. Despite several attempts 
in the past to have Aldermen and women list their financial interests 
littie is known about their holdings. However only Clem Jones who is 
retiring has had questions raised about conflicts in interest raised about 
land he owns. However, most of the Liberal team have backgrounds in 
business or real estate and this raises serious problems of conflict of 
interest. Consider for example Derek Churchill, a real estate agent with 
his own firm standing for the Liberal Party in Banyo. If elected what 
sort of safeguards are there to ensure council and business interests 
don't overiap? The manipulation of zoning regulations and use of 
"insider (cnowledge" have been a source of council scandal in the past 
?«S?lf; 
yet no procedures to eliminate it have been instituted. Vic Hawkins, 
the Liberal candidate for Lutwyche, is also in an interesting situation. 
He is amongst other things, the Secretary of the Private Bus Operator^  
Association of Queensland. The Liberal team as one of its promises sai^  
that public transport where appropriate would be transferred back to 
private operators as they could often be "more efficient". It is not 
known how much influence Mr Hawkins had on this decision but the 
members of his organisation must be pleased with it. 
Women are doing slightly better in this election than in the past 
with two women standing on each side but there hasbeen little discus-
sion of womens problems. 
Nobody Is making confident predictions about the elections largely 
because the unknown factors are too great. The media has lost interest 
in it and the issues have not been properiy presented or discussed. It 
is tittle wonder then that the public are apathetic and disinterested and 
that the result will depend on the organisational power and advertising 
budget of the respective parties rather than any value in their arguments 
for alternative futures for Brisbane^ 
Andrew Herrington 
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In 1970 the free entet'prise Queensland gov-
ernnnent made a big mistake. They passed the 
TERMINATION OF TENANCIES ACT which 
subsequently was strongly criticised by land-
lords and Real Estate Agents and in 1975, Parl-
iament had to correct the error by passing the 
RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES ACT. 
The error jn the 1970 Act was that ten-
ants were given some protection. 
In'the 1970 Act for a landlord to evict a 
tenant he had to give a reason. Not only did he 
have to have a reason he also had to have a rea-
son which fitted under one the numerous 
categories listed in the Act. The reasons ranged 
from failure of the tenant to pay rent, failure 
of the tenant to keep the property jn good con-
dition, to establishing that the tenant caused 
nuisance to his neighbours or that the land-
lord required the property for resale or for 
residence of himself or a close relative. 
If you think this was rather harsh on the 
landlord the Parliament put in an escape clause 
which allowed the landlord to "contract out" 
of this requirement. That is, the landlord could 
come to an agreement with the tenant that the 
requirement for a reason to evict be waived. 
Tenant will know how much bargaining power 
they have In a "take it or leave it" situation. 
Apparently there must be some slow witted 
landlords around because many failed to pro-
tect themselves by "contracting out" of the 
provision. The landlord was left to find a rea-
son under the Act which was difficult when 
faced with clean living tenants who paid their 
rent and who had the foresight to invite their 
neighbours to their parties so the neighbours 
could not complain of any nuisance caused. 
The obvious question is why would the 
landlord want to evict clean living, prompt 
paying tenants anyway? The answer — to put 
the rent up. 
In December 1974, the Queensland Full 
Court ruled that a landlord could not uni-
laterally raise the rent of a dwelling house. To 
raise the rent he had to terminate the present 
tenancy and then relet the premises under a 
new tenancy. This was the catch -- he had to . 
terminate the present tenancy and of course 
unless he had thought to contract with the ten-
ant to allow this he had to find a reason under • 
the 1970 Act. 
In more recent times landlords obviously 
started to realise how hard done by they were. 
They saw inflation pushing up their rates, costs 
and repairs (if they bothered to do any). 
But what obviously upset landlords and 
Real Estate Agents even more was the rapidly 
growing housing shortage In Brisbane. The 
housing shortage being caused by the general 
growth of the city, the scarcity of finance 
and more particulariy by events such as the 
1974 flood and the Main Roads Department 
demolition of homes for freeways. The market 
had changed to a sellers market. 
That Brisbane is now a sellers market for 
rental accommodation is evidenced by the 
often thirty enquiries after a single house to 
let advertised in the Courier Mail. The old, 
poor students and blacks who do not have cars 
to chase advertisements must resort to the 
dubious rental agencies such as Rentex in the 
Valley and Brisbane Leasing Service In Eliza-
beth Street. 
reply trom the landlord or estate agent as the 
letter produces a standard form tenancy agree-
ment prepared by such upholders of fair play 
as the Real Estate Institute of Queensland or 
Ray White Real Estate. 
Note how the Queensland Parliament has 
shifted the onus to vary the agreement onto the 
tenant, obviously to protect the poor landlord 
who, under the previous legislation, found him-
self unable to take advantage of the "under 
supply-super profit" situatkin in the Brisbane 
rental accommodation market. 
TcnAim a 
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THE NEW LANDLORD AND 
TENANT LEGISLATION 
The RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES ACT 
1975 came Into force on December 1 1975. 
Absent minded or slow thinking landlords.who 
neglected to protect their "right" to evict or 
to raise the rent under the old Act have been 
"protected" by Parliament in the new legis-
lation. 
VARIATION OF RENT 
If the tenancy is a periodic tenancy i.e., 
from week to week or from month to month 
(most tenancies are of this type) the land-
lord can vary the rent by simply giving one 
month's notice in writing. This provision is 
however subject to any agreement to the con-
trary between the tenant and the landlord. 
This, jn practical terms, is of no real value to 
the tenant. Most tenants, even jf they are aware 
that they have the right tb bargain over this 
question, are faced with a "take it or leave It" 
Now a landlord can vary the rent twelve 
times a year, with no upper limit except that 
which his social conscience will permit. Tenants 
can either pay up and shut up or move out. 
TERMINATION OF TENANCIES 
In the case of periodic tenancies (the most 
common type) the landlord can give one 
month's notice to vacate the premises. The 
landlord need give no reason for requiring the 
tenant to move out. 
Of course the benevolent Queensland Par-
liament has said the tenant and landlord can 
agree to vary this provision; but as explained 
earlier what chance bas the tenant got when 
' faced with an R.E.I.Q. standard form tenancy 
agreement and with little b?lrgaining power on 
his side. 
OBLIGATIONS OF THE TENANT 
Obligations are imposed by tiie Act and 
cannot be varied by separate agreement. 
:3L 
These obligations like those imposed on 
the tenant, also cannot be contracted out of. 
The obligations imposed include; to allow 
the tenant to have quiet enjoyment of the 
premises and fittings etc. (The law reports, 
however. Indicate that this is not as broad a 
protection for tenants as may be expected from 
a layman's first understanding of the words 
"quiet enjoyment") 
The obligations imposed include; paying the 
rent, caring for the dwelling house and Its 
fittings in the manner r>f a reasonable tenant 
{whatever that means), repairing any damage 
to the dwelling house and its fittings caused by 
the wilful or negligent conduct of the tenant 
or his guests, not to cause a disturbance or nui-
sance to neighbours. 
OBLIGATIONS ON THE 
LANDLORD 
if the Supreme Court oniers repairs there is no 
reason why the landlord could not put up the 
rent, in effect to transfer the costs to the ten-
ant. Of course there is no reason why the land-
lord could not give the tenant notice to vacate 
the premises for having the temerity to insist 
on his rights. The other choice open to the ten-
ant wartting the landlord to repair fs to threaten 
to give up the tenancy-this would be of 
doubtful value as a threat. 
•.-;•••>'.: '-2 
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While these obligations ao not ot xnemseives 
appear particularly onerous it must be borne in 
mind that with the market situation as it is a 
tenant who does not meet his obligations, in 
the landlords opinion, is likely to be given one 
month's notice to vacate the premises. Because 
of the housing shortage there would be no 
shortage of alternative tenants who would quite 
happily tolerate an over officious landlord. 
There is also an obligation on the land-
lord to maintain the premises and the fixtures 
and fittings etc in good and tenantable repair 
and in a condition fit for human habitation. 
To enforce this obligation the tenant has basic-
ally two choices - firstly, the tenant can apply 
to the Supreme Court for an order of specific 
performance. This Is not a step to be taken 
lightly because of the costs involved. Also even 
Of more significance is the obligation on . 
the landlord to comply with all lawful require-
ments in regard to health and safety standards 
with respect to the dwelling house. The tenant; 
could invite the Brisbane City Council in to in-
spect the dwelling with regard to health and 
safety features and if substantial faults are 
found the council might ensure compliance. 
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In a market situation, so favouring landlords 
tenants need some protection; the RESIDENT-
IAL TENANCIES ACT 1975 has taken away 
what minimal protection tenants had. The 
Queensland government has once again showed 
its social conscience - or maybe there are not 
too many votes to be gained from people 
occupying rental accommodation^ 
Graham Knell 
Asst. Director Student's Lecjal 
Aid Scheme 
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Over two and a half thousand students 
are still looking for suitable accommodation. 
Term started one month ago. There is a grave 
student housing problem, and many students 
are giving up the search, having to be content 
with sub-standard, or distant houses and flats. 
There is a city-wide accommodation short-
age, and Campus Realty is feelingthe effects of 
this. Especially since the 1974 floods, houses 
and flats for rent have become very scarce. A 
spokesman for the Realty said that students 
looking for cheap houses close to campus are 
living in very poor conditions, detracting from 
study and normal living routine. Because of 
finance, houses are the most sought-after ac-
commodation, with groups of four paying aro-
und $50 a week; The person claimed that 
bedsitters - one room which serves as kitchen, 
bejdrbom, bathroom -would be ideal, but the• 
local council has banned them. / 
; Pat McGroarty; the university's accommoda-
tidn officer, is not in a position to help many 
stiidents who come to her, either. Most of what 
shi can offer is 'share' vacancies wanting girls. 
THere are even some college vacancies for 
giris, but this is not usual. She finds that news-
paper stories give her enough publicity to have 
plenty of available accommodation, but much 
vofjit is some distance from the university.'She 
ha^  at the nioment quite a'few Highgate Hill 
hcHJses which are very cheap, but which nobody 
se^ ms to want. 
I - • • • , - . . . . . . 
{'Acutely aware pf the fmancial bracket most 
ofj'the students are in. Rat advises, often suc-
cessfully, that landlords keep their pharges to a 
minimum. She has often blackbanned landlords 
an^ places because''of consistently high prices, 
anq^ unjust treatment, to students. She finds 
di^jmination against students common with 
agents and landlords. But this biackbanning, or 
crossing off her list, has little effect, as students 
who go 'newspaper' hunting invariable find the 
places and accept them. 
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 
HOUSING LTD 
The administration has been slow to act 
constructively and to realise its responsibility. 
However, in 1974, it Incorporated'University 
of Queensland Housing Limited, to take charge 
of planning and constructing suitable student 
accommodation. The company worked quickly 
and by October of that year, had prepared all 
the plans it needed. The university purchased, 
on the company's behalf, three adjoining blocks 
of land between Brisbane and Mitre Streets, 
St Lucia. Until grants from the Australian Uni-
versities Commission are received though, it is 
not in any position to go further. 
The company is concerned that it builds 
the best possible non-collegeate (i.e. fiats) 
accommodation. To this end some of its direc-
tors, including the student director, Alan 
Whiting, went to the southern states to investi-
gate accommodation work in their universities. 
It looks as though there will be three main 
types of housing in the buildings: four 
bedrooms sharing kitchen, lounge and bath-
room, two bedrooms sharing the kitchen, 
lounge and bathroom and one bedroom with 
separate facilities. The Brisbane/Mitre streets 
project will eventually house eighty students, 
while: overall, the company hopes to house 
some two hundred and sixty students. Alan 
said that the company would not just be buil-
ding a "rabbit warren" community. 
" The only problem is finance. Until grants 
are assured by the A.U.C. which of course relies 
on the Federal government, the projects will 
have to remain solely on paper. Alan criticized 
the recent Labor government for its ignoring of 
the A.U.C.'s importance in its last budget. He 
also said that if the company were established 
two years earlier, it would have the funds 
already. But the onus now lies not with the 
company or the administration, but with the 
federal government. "We are being totally 
hamstrung with the government and the 
AUC" Alan said. With government expenditure 
cuts, funds for the company seem a long way 
off. 
The Union also is short of money. While It 
.can't accept an active part in the housing prob-
lem it has attempted, by way of issuing pamph-
lets and using the Legal Aid Office, (see Ten-
ants and the Law, pp 30) to make students 
more aware of their rights as tenants, under-the 
new Tenancy Act. Hopefully this will reduce 
the extent of student exploitation. Last year. 
It was proposed that the Union act as liasion 
between students and landlords. Landlords 
would let the Union take charge of finding 
hlYn tenants: that way the Union could guaran-
tee tenants for the landlords, and accommodat-
At present life for students renting flats 
and houses Is far from satisfactory. High rates 
are a major problem. Some Coronation Drive 
flats rent for as much as $70 a week — for two 
bedrooms. Houses go as high as $80, but group 
living lessens the blow. A Union person said 
that a lot of students were forced into full-
time employment to keep above water. Other 
landlords who accept cheaper rates, exploit 
students by making them work. Landlords 
sometimes discriminate on the basis of colour. 
Students have had to leave their places because 
of the surrounding noise, uncollected rubbish 
and overcrowding. It is not unusual for land-
lords to ignore their responsibilities for rubbish 
collection and noise control. Groups of stu-
dents in houses sometimes split because of un-
fair distribution of work. Students often get 
kicked out of home, or leave because life there 
js too unbearable. Pat McGroarty can often 
help those who are in need of urgent accommo-
dation during the year. 
Students need certain conditions to make 
life as least bearable, and mUdly comfortable. 
They need to live close to campus, in cheap, 
quality houses or flats. Their own study and 
bedroom is desirable, and honest landlords are 
necessary. But with the city accommodation 
shortage as it is, students can't affprd to be 
choosey, A survey conducted recently showed 
that out.of 7400 students, 200 were living more 
than six miles away from campus. Th'e problem 
is steadily worsening. And as home Units inch 
around St Lucia, students will nbt be! in a posi-
tion where they can reject a place because of its 
rates or conditions, even though they conform 
with BCC requirements. Some say the problem 
is caused because the university is too big. 
Pat says Griffith has made no difference to the 
situation here. 
It could weli be that the responsibility for 
making councils and governments aware of the 
problems lies with the admi^istration^But ap-
parently everything hinges on the support or 
otherwise, from the A U C ^ 
David Busch 
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Hardly a God at alll In fact he rather res-
embes more a hairy (yet balding) koala bear 
with bushy side-levers. Yet this furry marsup-
ial is regarded with awe land disdain) by fellow 
economists. 
Professor Geoffrey Harcourt of the Univer-
sity of Adelaide, this month spoke to econo-
mists and interested laymen in a lecture titled 
"Much Ado About Something". His visit to 
Queensland ("I'm glad to see they still accept 
Australian money up here") was boldly spon-
sored by the U, of Q. Economics Department. 
(No doubt there was considerable support from 
the new Political Economy Club.) 
Professor Harcourt describes himself as an 
'evolutionary socialist'. 
"If there were a socialist revolution now, it 
would be just an excuse for the right-wing pow-
ers to capitalize on the inevitable backlash." 
However Professor Harcourt expressed 
doubts as to whether the processes were now 
available to to the 'evolutionary socialist' to 
change Australia through the parliamentary 
and legal channels. 
"1975 may be a watershed. The wage-
earning groups have been so smashed in the 
political sphere that they may decide to use 
'industrial action exclusively." 
The Professor was one of those "intellect-
uals" who wrote public letters to the Govern-
or-General ("it was probably seditious") criti-
cising his actions of November the eleventh. 
The letter was published in the "Adelaide 
Advertiser". 
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He is fond of describing the G.G. as 'an 
unefected and now partisan authoritarian'. 
Professor Harcourt believes even now that 
there should have been a nationwide three day 
strike when Whitlam was sacked. He criticized 
Bob Hawke for advising, the unions to cool it. 
What mistakes did Labor make when in 
power? 
TREASURY MOST 
SIGNIFICANT 
'The Labor government received a lot of 
public criticism about 'jobs for the boys', but 
the real problem was that they gave the wrong 
jobs to the wrong boys. They should have put 
their top men into the top Treasury spots and 
the Reserve Bank. After all, the Treasury is a 
power unto itself. Maybe even the true govern-
ment. 
"Look at the situation now. Wheeler has 
survived, but Whitlam, Connor, Cairns et al 
are gone." 
Professor Harcourt's views are equally in-
flammatory on the topic of economics. 
"A government is certainly likely to get 
different advice from Treasury than from a 
Political Economist. And I feel that the advice 
of a Political Economist is more likely to work. 
"Political economy adopts a wider scope 
than Orthodox Economy. As Dobbs would say: 
'It draws its boundaries more generously,' Pol-
itical economists have been mucA more eclec-
tic. They have given more emphasis to politi-
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cat, ideological and social realities. 
"They have been much more modest, too 
in their claims of what answers economists can 
provide. Radical economists have often been 
accused of arrogance, but the shoe is reaiiy on 
the other foot." 
ECONOrvJICINFIGHTING 
AT UNIS 
These comments begin to illustrate the in-
tense and often bitter infighting which exists 
between and within those departments teach-
ing Economics in southern Universities. 
In Sydney University a completely new 
course has been set up to teach "Political 
Economy" as distinct from "Orthodox Eco-
nomics". (Last year. Professor Wheelwright 
who is in charge of this course lectured to in-
terested Queensland students on a similar 
topic.) 
Queensland, as is often the case, is still 
considering controversies in economic theory 
which most other serious thinkers either solved 
or gave up on years ago. 
"Ah welll" says lecturer Rick Widdow, 
"It's not bad being a museum of what people 
used to thinkl" 
Perhpas the coming of a 'god' like Professor 
Harcourt will change all that. Or maybe we'll 
give it all up for Lent. 
Bruce Woolley 
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spies and Sleepers ... *^ 
Let's get a few things straight right from the 
start - OX.? 
When I speak of the CIA and Its activities 
in Australia, I am not interested in the KGB. 
Granted that it would be a useful exercise to 
burrow around in Labor and various Commun-
ist Party budgets to find how much if any 
money originated from Peking or the Kremlinj 
I would argue that what happened on Novem-
ber t l had a lot more to do with the CIA 
than with Ml5 or KGB. What I propose to do 
here is mention some aspects of some of the 
lessor known American and Australian intelli-
gence services. 
The Defence Signals Division is the Austra-
lian coufiterpart of the U.S. National Security 
Agency, about which I shall have more to say 
in a moment. The DSD is concerned with the 
monitoring, intercepting and breaking of codes 
for material submitted. It is regarded by the US 
as the most reliable Intelligence agency in Aus-
tralia. It is busy monitoring electronic media 
from various foreign sources particularly South 
East Asia, The monitoring activity is based at 
the Watsonia Army Barracks in Sydney and the 
information is sent to the Albert Park Army 
barracks where it is processed before being sent 
on to the Joint Intelligence Organization, 
another semi secret organization set up in Aus-
tralia, The DSD has its own charter of operat-
ions which is drawn up between itself and the 
National Security Agency In the USA, The 
DSD has units based in Singapore, Hong Kong, 
New Delhi and Tokyo. The NSA has its own 
procedures for the storage of information and 
for security clearances. These in effect mean 
that if Jim Killen, present Minister for Defense 
wanted information from the DSD, be could 
not get it unless the NSA said he could. NSA 
also has people based at the Albert Park Bar-
racks, engaged in codes and cryptographic 
work. 
Hold that in tension for a moment and lets 
proceed to encounter a genius. His niame is 
Alfred Conlan and he was the head of a war-
time intelligence unit under the Curtin and 
Chifley governments. 
The Directorate has been 
described as a sophisticated "think tank" but 
it was actually a "fixer", it got things done by 
ruthlessly and often deviously cutting across 
red tape in Australia. The directorate compris-
ed,, among others. Prof, (then Sgt) James 
McAuley (now editor of the monthly 
Quandrant, Prof. R.D. "Pansey" Wright-
called such because of his resemblance to a 
chimpanzee - and Colonel John Kerr. Kerr 
was a Colonel in the Directorate. Follow? 
He was a close aide to General Blamey, a mem-
ber of the pre-war White Guard, and after the 
war a member of the New Guard. Kerr was 
later a member of a number of organizations 
such as the Association for Cultural Freedom 
and the Law Association for Asia and South 
Pacific (Lawasia). 
Alf Gonlon in 1952 
Sir John Kerr 
Lawasia was founded and based in Australia 
and received funding fro.m the Asia Founda-
tion. One of the publications of Lawasia said 
"Lawasia has been most fortunate to receive 
generous ancT unconditional financial assistance 
from the Asia Foundation in order to become 
established. This foundation has a long tradi-
tion of disinterested assistance to legal educa-
tion and other measures designed to raise the 
quality and status of the legal profession in 
Asia." 
Kerr became Lawasia's first president In 
1966 while he was still a Q.C. at the NSW 
bar and held the position for two terms of two 
years each, while on the ACT Supreme Court 
and the Commonwealth Industrial Court. 
• 
The Asia Foundation was, founded by the 
CIA in 1956 and was designed to promote 
acadehnic and public Interest in the East. It 
received a subsidy of $8 million per year from 
the CIA. The CIA used the Foundation, 
through penetrations among the officers and 
membersyto fund anti-communist academicians 
in , various Asian countries, to disseminate 
throughout Asia a negative vision of mainland 
China, North Vietnam and North Korea, and to 
recruit foreign agents and new case officers. 
Although the foundation often served as a 
cover for clandestine operations, its main 
purpose was to promote the spread of ideas 
which were anti-communist and pro-American 
- sometimes subtly and sometimes stridently. 
The connection between the CIA and the 
Asia Foundation came to light just after the 
1967 exposure of CIA subsidies to the US. 
National Students Association. The .foundation 
cleariy was one of the organizations which the 
ClA was banned from financing and under the 
recommendations of the Katzenbach Commit-
tee, the decision was made to end CIA funding. 
It must be assumed that the Asia Foundation, 
after a large severence grant from the CIA, has 
found alternative sources of funding. 
The second organization, the Association 
for Cultural Freedom was also partly funded 
by the CIA during the early 1960's. A number 
of prominent Australians, mainly on the right 
wing oi the Labor party were Involved in this 
body. Kerr was also involved as a barrister in 
the Federated Iron Workers case, which put 
Laurie Short, now on the ABC Commission 
Boardfin as president of the Union and in the 
Orr case, with solicitor Jim McClelland, against 
Alf Conlan, that genius I mentioned. Kerr was 
also involved in the training of officers in the 
New Guinea Administration at the end of the 
war, while still a Colonel in the Directorate, 
I shall let you figure out the connection bet-
ween uranium enrichment, hydro-electricity 
and New Guinea for yourself. (Address sug-
gestions to me, c/- Semper). 
Returning to our original theme:- the 
DSD and NSA. 
The NSA is set up in an 82 acre complex 
at Fort Meade, Maryland in a $47 million com-
plex of 2 buildings which together make up the 
biggest Government installation in the Washing-
ton area - (The latest facts on this I have are 
1969). It has over 1,900,000 square feet of 
office space, and the building is fully aircondit-
ioned and according to David Kahn In The 
Code Breakers the building has more electric 
wiring than any other building in the worid. 
(That's a hell of a lot of copper wire and natu-
ral gas.) NSA officers here receive information 
from a mass of sources, mainly space satel-
lites, spy ships, land listening posts, submarines 
and aircraft. There are three major operating 
units of NSA:-
Offiee of Production (PROD) 
Office of Communications Security 
(COMSEC) 
Office of Research and Development 
(R/D) 
with three sections: (i) Research, Engineer-
ing Mathematics, Physics; (li) standard 
Technical Equipment Development & 
(iii) Research and Development. 
PROD is responsible for the operation of 
NSA's net of 2000 intercept positions around 
the world, which niay involve single radio sets, 
spy planes, such as the Lockheed U2, spy ships 
such as the ill-fated Puablo and spy satellites, 
capable of photographing individual people on 
the street from 200 miles out in space. 
MORE. 
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COMStC is the smallest of the NSA's three 
main operating divisions, dictating the crypto-
logical systems used by each department of the 
Government and faces restrictions on their use. 
COMEC is mainly concerned with development 
of cyphers, and encoding and decoding equip, 
ment. 
R/D is self-explanatory. 
The NSA budget was estimated (1969) at 
being about $2 billion. 
Returning to Australia, we must look at, 
firstly Pine Gap, and then at the connection 
between NSA and DSD. 
WheiS you drive south from Alice Springs, 
and you're on a tourist bus, and the driver 
knows where to stop, he does, and if you get 
on the roof of the bus and focus a pair of high 
powered binoculars in a N.W. direction you will 
see three glistening white domes. That is Pine 
Gap, or to be more precise "The Joint Defence 
Space Research Facility" operated jointly by 
the Department of Defence and the US Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency. Pine Gap 
is the most sensitive US base outside the US. 
The Pine Gap base picks up.informatioh from 
orbiting spy satellites, and from satellites which 
form part of the US> early warning system. 
Pine Gap also targets the warheads of MlRV's 
which receive their firing signal from North-
west Cape after being positioned by the 
OMEGA Navigation system. MJRV's are 
launched from submarines some of which use 
Diego Garcia and probably will use Cpburn 
Sound in WA as bases. 
protongun is a small portable device which 
kills by firing proton particles into living tissue 
and causes heart attacks. The Tokomak is an 
experimental fusion reactor presently being 
developed by US, USSR and UK scientists 
as an alternative to the enriched uranium and 
fast-breeder fission reactors. Stailings no longer 
lives in Australia but in Hawaii and is reported 
to be very sick. 
In 1945, an agreement was signed between 
the UK, the USA and Canada called the Tri-
partite agreement, or the Quebec Agreement. 
In 1946 Australia became a party to thai agree-
ment and it became known as the Quadripar-
tite Agreement. The agreement arranged for the 
free exchange of atomic, chemical and biolog-
ical warfare and rocket information, America 
became the senior partner to this agreement, 
and demanded, among other things, free and 
open access to the intelligence services of the 
other states. This agreement led to the estab-
lishment of Woomera rocket range. In 1958, 
another secret agreement also called the Quadri-
partite Agreement was signed and led to the 
standardization of equipment and operational 
concepts and procedures. 
The major treaty between the NSA and the 
DSD is the UKUSA pact of 1954.Thepointof 
these agreements is simply that the US has the 
right to kill whoever, wherever and for what 
ever reason they wish; they have free and open 
access to Australian Intelligence apparatus such 
as the DSD. (Hence Bakers claims in The Aus-
tralian of July 5,1975, page 3). 
Pine Gap was set up by one Dick (Richard 
Lee) Stailings who rented a house - 151 Kent 
Street, Hughes, a suburb of Alice Springs. The 
house is owned by the present Deputy Prime 
Minister Doug Anthony (see last issue of 
Semper). 
The infornrwtion on Pine Gap is well known 
Recently, however, new equipment has been 
installed which may have to do with laser carry, 
ing satellites. Eariy In 1968, Stailings, after 12 
months in Australia, told friends in Alice 
Springs that he was suffering from a rare di-
sease. In 1971 Stailings returned to Australia 
and lived in Adelaide and underwent major 
heart surgery there. Interesting. More interest-
ing still is the rumour that from time tb time 
strange deaths occur In Pine Gap ahd that no 
enquiry is conducted into those deaths. A 
I want to briefly mention "sleepers" 
The vocabularly of secret police is littered with 
descriptive terms like "sleeper" and "cut out". 
A cut-out Is a secret drop or means of cpmrhu-
nlcation whereby a sleeper is kept in contact 
with thejntelllgence community as a whole. 
It may be a secluded drop spot, a micro-dot or 
a secret letter. A sleeper is an agent, usually 
a member of the nation in which the Intellig-
ence service is operating, who remains dormant 
until he is needed. He is then roused and per-
forms a useful function, such *as a murder, 
putting up an agent or driving a vehicle or 
deposing a government. Sleepers are innocuous 
and often held in high regard by their neigh-
bours and associates. In his book on the "com-
pany" (euphemism for the CIA) "CIA Diary", 
Philip Agee suggestS'.that a sleeper is anything 
from a politician, or scientist who is actually 
creating the events in which the agency is in-
terested to a mere functionary who drives a 
car, or rents a house to an- agent. Catherine 
Dalton, who I mentioned in the last Semper. 
is more precise. In her book "Without Hard-
ware" which incidently is very difficult to get, 
she suggests that a steeper is a "highly trusted 
native who only wakes at the last and crucial 
moment. She becomes more precise in the last 
chapter of Her book: ' "sleeper" is used in 
counter espionage jargon to describe the 
deeply dug-in agent of a foreign power who 
has for so long acted conventionally, conscient-
iously and indispensably that not only no one 
in his senses would dare to suspect him of 
disloyalty to his country but no one would ever 
wish to suspect him — his long and conscient-
ious service having made him an irreplaceable 
key stone.' 
i shall have more to say about sleepers 
later. 
acoBB 
One final point: the first piece of question • 
material on the parliamentary notice paper for 
November 12 was Whitlam's reply to Anthony's 
question: 'Has his (Whitlam's) attention been 
drawn to a report on Page 1 of The Australian 
on 6.11.76 in which a US State Dept. Official 
is reported to have said that Mr Richard Stail-
ings had never worked for any US Intelligence 
agencies. If so will he provide substantiation of 
his claim" that Mr Stailings was in fact an officer 
of the CIA in 1966-67?" 
That question, and many others remain un-
, answered. 
Mark D. Hayes. 
1 
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A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE. 
Theodore Roszak, in his most recent book 
"Where The Wasteland Ends" has some very 
perceptive comments on the present situation: 
'The Last Days were announced to St John by 
a voice like the sound of many */ater. But the 
voice that comes in our day summoning us to 
play out the dark myth of the reckoning is our 
meager own, making casual conversation about 
the varieties of annihilation... the thermo-
nuclear Armageddon, the death of the. seas, 
the vanishing atmosphere, the massacre of the 
innocents, the universal famine to come . . . " 
He then says that 'This book is about the rel-
igious dimension of political life. How else to 
talk politics In an apocalyptic era? 
• The book of the Bible called 'The Revela-
tion of John" was probably written during the 
reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian about 
81 -. 96 A.D, It was written by the pastor of the 
Seven Churches of -Asia (Efshesus, Laodicea, 
Philadelphia, Sardls, Smyrana, Thyatria and 
Pergamum) a nian named John while he was 
exiled from them on the Roman prison camp of 
Patmos, off the coast of Asia Minor. During 
this time, the Roman Emperor«was strenuously 
insisting on the recognition of the divinity of 
the imperial line and by John's time, emperor 
worship was the one universal cult of Asia 
Minor, the one form of pagan worship which is 
portrayed in Revelation as untolerable. The 
Romans were very good at putting down any 
insurrection among the peoples wliom they had 
subjugated, as evidenced by the brutal oppres-
sion of the people of Palastine In Jesus' time. 
Thus any note of encouragement and hope 
directed to a small sect would have to be writ-
'..•n In code to escape detection by the Roman 
.uthoritles. This is exactly what Revelation is 
- J. coded letter of deep encouragement and 
hope to the small Christian community in the 
mdst of oppression.and persecutioni 
This is the point of revelation — the 
situatlo. nay look very bad indeed - t h e sys-
tem may oppress and. persecute, through physi-
cal and. psychological means but those who 
place their faith and hope in Jesus are saved 
from the power of death and thus are no long- \ 
er afraid of the powers of mm. i 
This Is all very allegorical and doesn't niake' 
much sense to people not particulariy into 
Christianity but allow me to expand it a little. 
William Stringfellovy was sitting in his study 
with catholic priest, Daniel Berrlgan 'when 
F.B.I, agents burst In through the,window to 
arrest Berrlgan who was, at the time on the run 
from a conviction for destroying U.S. Army 
draft records in Catoosville, Maryland. String-
fellow is a radical Christian attorney and theo-
logian and was part of the defense for Daniel, 
and his broth Philip. Strlngfellow has written a 
document called "An Ethic for Christians and 
Other Aliens in a Strange Land" in which he 
examines modern USA in terms of Revelation. I 
suggest that that document is equally applicable 
to Australia. 
All you need so is change a few names ahd 
imagine you are working for social justice or are 
black or a woman. 
Strlngfellow suggests that resistance to what 
I have written about in Semper.— secret police, 
intelligence services, destruction of the environ-
ment for economic gain and the establishment 
of the most dangerous industry known to man, 
phone taf)ping and murder and qnnocide — for 
Christians at least comes fron nail efforts 
strengthened with stamina for l( struggle, in 
the face of this evil which red people to 
mere garbage to be tossed aside destroyed 
at the whim of big power and monc v, resistance 
becomes the only hum^n way to I- i ' He cites 
the activities of the Confessing '.„on:r. -Nazi 
Qfermany. "Resistance was v..> only stance 
worthy of a human being, as muL i In resporsib-
ility to oneself as to alt other humans, as the 
famous commandment mentions." The second 
point he mentions is the vital nature of bible 
study Paulo Freire calls this Praxis - the union 
of critical and concerned Bible study prayer 
and theological reflection, and the action of 
resistance in any or ail of its many facets. "In 
this dimension of resist, ice, the Bible became 
alive as a means of nutL. ;and communication; 
Recourse to the Bible JS in itself a primary, 
practical and essential tactic of resistance. Bible 
study furnished the precedent for the free, 
mature, ecumenical, humanizing style of life 
which became the characteristic of those ofthe 
confessing movement." The result of this is, 
of course, to use the terms of Revelation, that 
those who resist in the way midst of Babylon, 
the fallen whore, the unholy city-of the beast 
become in themselves the manifestation of the 
City of God: Jerusalem (speaking metaphori-
cally mind!I), The resisters are living out the 
laws of the Kingdom of God in the very face 
o the society and powers that demand of them 
otherwise. The intimate practical consequences 
of this I shall consider later. 
By living out in direct contradiction to the 
powers of the present age, the demands of the 
Kinpdom of God, the resisters find persecution 
and death. However, through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, the power c death has 
been broken forever and replace I by hope and 
life. ' 
i\/lark D. Hayes Secretary 
Studeht Christian iVlovement (Qld) 
BLESSED ARE T W MEEK: > 
THEYSHALL INHERIT 
THE EARTH. 
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COmmcnr - by biuce dkk/on 
Media is watchdog says PM (The Australian, 11 March 1976) 
Part of my column in the last issue of Semper was devoted to criti-
cizing the gross hypocracy constantly displayed by many of the public, 
(including our "leaders") and the majority of the mass media in this 
country towards political issues and beliefs. 
Little wonder that I was not overly surprised to see a story in last 
Thursday's Australian in which Malcolm Fraser was putting forward 
his "belief" that the media could serve as an effective opposition if 
the Labor Party was unable to. 
His exact words were "If the Opposition is weak then the media 
can take up that role." He also "revealed" that he had instructed his 
ministers to make information readily available to the media. 
If taken at face value, such a statement by Fraser, could lead to the 
creation of a very false image of his true position regarding the media. 
As I pointed out in the last issue, Fraser was "elected" to power 
largely as the result of the staging of a "legal" coup by the Governor 
General and friends. (Since when has the "popularity" of a government 
had anything to do with the question of whether it is justifiable to use 
the Senate to overthrow it? It is inevitable that as Jong as we persist 
with the present form of pariiamentary "democracy" ei^e/y government 
in office will be "unpopular" at some stage. This stage seems to have 
already arrived^ for Fraser's government if public reaction to some of 
his about turns'on his election promises is any indication j 
Since the elections Fraser's record with the media has been appal-
ling. He has consistently tried to deny his "watchdog" press any mean-
ingful access to his administration. 
Members of the Canberra Press Gallery have been complaining 
bitterly about the lack of press conferences, the denial of access to 
Ministers and the refusal of the Government to allow its actions to be 
opened to public scrutiny in a jr£/}w/7f way. 
Fraser's talk of instructing his ministers to make information "read-
ily available", contradicts what is happening in practice, unless he 
means that they are to'read ily'make available only sterile press hand-
outs vetted beforehand for their propaganda value by his own staff, 
which includes press secretaries. 
The reputation of some of these government press secretaries at 
both federal and state level has deteriorated to such an extent that at 
one journalism conference I attended they were criticised as being in 
reality "professional liars". (Yet the "justification for their appoint-
ment is that they will be used to open the Government up to the 
public). 
With a record like the one descrihed above, why would Fraser be 
so audacious as to talk publicly of the need for the press to be a watch-
dog on the government? 
Part of the answer lies in the fact that it has become standard prac-
tice for people Ijke Fraser and our very own Joh to put out press re-
leases containing nice, progressive sounding statements and policy pro-
posals which they have littlejf any,intention of abiding by in the fut-
ture. They are looking at the propaganda value that can be gained by 
such statements (some even contain a few half truths to make them 
more difficult to easily expose as cheap attempts at misleading the 
public). 
They hope that the public will remember the statement and its 
sentiment but that they will forget that the proposal was never carried 
out or put into practice. Fraser also as the example under discussion 
indicates is taking the opportunity to "score" a few points against the 
Labor organisation. 
We now apparently live in a world of "images" rather than "real-
ities". Fraser hopes that many of the Australian public will be gullible 
enough to think such statements as the one on the media will provide 
further proof that thejr bikie Prime Minister is a'true'liberal. (Even 
his statements about taking power away from Canberra and putting 
it in the hands of the local communities is only another misleading 
attempt at image building,) 
Australia is a country which has gained much international publicity 
because of its bikies and Its pack rapes.-Can a country be pack-
raped? Malcolm Fraser is going to be given his chance this year to show 
how far he will (in practice)qo in championing the "freedoni of the 
press" when many of the exciting new, non-commercial community 
radio station licences (such as'that given by the Labor Government to 
4ZZZ-FM) come up for renewal. 
; Does last December's 57% anti-Labor vote really indicate that it is 
ifair to suggest that an alarmingly high degree of political hypocracy, 
double talk and contradiction seems to be not only expected by a 
majority of the public but worse sX\\\,accepted. 
Many people I have met can, in the one and the same breath^tell 
\me "Dont believe what you read in the press" and then follow this 
up with a totally misinformed, and superficial statement (e.g. on a 
current political scandal) which could only have been derived from that 
very source, They are increasingly experiencing difficulties in distin-
guishing what is in fact their own "thought out" beliefJrom propa-. 
^nda conveyed to them by an irresponsible press. 
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Only an alert public and a mass media free ofa concern with profit 
making and one which constantly but constructively utilizes its critical 
faculties in the public interest, (No matter which government is in 
powerjcan hope to avoid being deceived by the barrage of nonsensical 
and irrational statements we are hit with every day. 
We must all be alert to the way in which terminology such as 
"democratic, socialist, free and communist etc." are being used to de-
ceive us. It is a "subtle" process but literally thousands of words with, 
by now,rather dubious meanings are being thrust at us in attempts at 
such things as-destroying the credibility of an opponent (call'him'a 
communist) or hiding the true nature of various(repressiv^actions by 
talking of a need for "law and order". 
This practice does net only occur in western countries. In Russia, 
the state bureaucrats fall back on their claim, that they are'truly'pract-
ising "communism" whenever an opponent attempts to point out that 
this is what they are not doing. 
iVi/l the original,'inspirational'and egalitarian meaning of many of 
these words such as freedom, socialism and democracy every become 
clear? 
Not if conservatives have their way. (Should I have said "say"?) 
Conservative governments such as Fraser's, are in a position to use the 
press to their own advantage if they desire, especially since their politi-
cal philosophies are not all that different from those of the media 
owners. 
Consequently for any of us who may GENUINEL Y wish to see 
the media act as a watchdog on the current conservative governments, 
little satisfaction is likely. 
Anyone who was fully conscious of the frustration registering on 
the faces of many in the audience of the latest Monday Conference 
(on Freedom of the Press), must be aware also that attempting to 
change the press by boycotting individual newspapers or writing letters 
of complaint to the editor, can only have a limited impact. 
There are signs that some sections of the public are finally beginning 
to see the media as it really Is, however only a demand^plus actiorhon 
their part for radical change in its ownership and control can lead to 
real satisfaction. The public must be in control, no^ government or 
commercial interests,and such control (s possible. Successful projects 
in newspapers, radio and television throughout the world have proved 
this. 
Bruce Dickson 
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Since December 13 we have xen how 
sharp is the difference in style and content 
between the A.L.P. and Lib. N.C.P. federal 
governments. Mr Fraswer with his usual bias 
and Mr Lynch with his management consultant 
mentality have taken several measures which 1 
would deem inappropriate. Pen/ading them are 
a shortsightedness and an inability to see the 
economy wide impiications of any particular 
economic policy move. Let us consider the 
details. 
MISTAKE NUMBER OiME 
-SAVAGE SPENDING CUTS 
In pursuit of fiscal responsibility- public 
service staff sizes and spending programs have 
been cut or held static. Now, in a period of 
very high unemployment, either stabilization 
oof or cuts in public sector employment are 
foolish because in the first case people who 
would normally find employment in the public 
sector (e.g. new graduates in economicsl) are 
unable to do so while in the second case a 
retrenched worker is only adding to the unem-
ployment figures. The time to restrain the pub-
lic service is when private sector employment is 
rapidly expanding. Now in our current period 
of depressed demand cuts in government spen-; 
ding programs simply exacerbate the situation. 
If spending cuts should be made they should 
be done slowly after much consideration of 
their consequences for everybody affected. 
MISTAKE IMUMBER TWO 
-AUSTRALIAM SAVINGS BOiMDS 
(A.S.B.) 
These are redeemable at one month's notice 
and pay 10.5% p.a. (for Series 1) and 9.5% 
iiiiflcr the TOKieS 
(for Series 2). With such a high dividend and a 
government backing, the rates paid by banks on 
fixed deposits, finance companies on deben-
tures and building societies on deposits are not 
competitive. Hence such institutions have had 
to raise their borrowing and lending rate's. 
What the A.S.B.s do is squeeze credit when the 
Intention was merely to soak up excess liqui-
dity and help fund the budget deficit. At the 
eariy stage in a possible economic recovery 
what we don't want are any policies which dis-
courage consumer spending, particularly on 
housing and consumer durables. The introduc-
tion of the A.S.B.s was a mistake. Traditional 
debt management methods are quite adequate. 
If radical measures were .needed to influence 
the private sector liquidity, perhaps the unused 
powers of the Financial Corporations Act could 
have been used. 
MISTAKE iMUMBER THREE 
-40% INVESTMENT 
ALLOWANCE 
This simply means that certain specified in-
vestments In plant and equipment can be par-
tially claimed as deductions in future years ag-
ainst company tax. The Lib. N.C.P. aim is to 
give industry the incentive to Invest and to ex-
pand production and employment. Obviously a 
worthy aim, but alas, a doubtful method. The 
difficulty is that (a) producers must experience 
an expansion in demand and (b) in an economy 
where most firms produce final goods (e.g. 
goods not used to produce other goods) any ex-
pansion of demand must come from consumers, 
. Hence the need for easy credit, low interest 
rates and personal income tax cuts. The invest-
ment allowance will lessen company tax pay-
ments and hence improve profits but the incen-
tive to greatly expand employment and produc-
tion is not there because the recalcitant con-
sumers are not spending up in the first pface. 
Any economic recovery in Australia must be a 
consumer led one. 
MISTAKE NUMBER FOUR 
-OPPOSTION TO 
6.4% WAGE RISE 
The Federal government opposed the full 
6.4% wage rise under the wage indexation 
guidelines. Their quite valid argument was that, 
in the next two months at least, the full 6.4% 
rise would hamper the Lib. N.C.P. efforts to 
diminish in flation and unemployment. A more 
powerful argument was put by the A.C.T.U. 
to the Conciliation and Arbitration Commis-
sion. A refusal to grant the full 6.4% would 
have led to a breakdown of wage indexation 
with the resulting proliferation of strikes, 
sweetheart wage agreements and production 
losses. Hardly a recipe for economic recovery. 
Fortunately the Lib. Premier in Victoria, Mr. 
Hamer sided with the Labor States, South 
Australia and Tasmania, to leave the Fraser-
Lynch camp stranded on an island of confused 
and shortsighted thinking. We can see now that 
Mr. Fraser is prepared to see wage indexation, 
the only successful way to restrain wage inflat-
ion, collapse. Obviously a mistake. 
RECIPE FOR A RECOVERY 
The modern elements in the Liberal Party 
must replace the hard-line Fraser/Lynch leader-
ship otherwise the Australian economic and in-
dustrial outlook is too terrible to consider. My 
choice would be Mr Peacock as P.M., Harry 
Edwards as Treasurer and Tony Street as Minis-
ter for Employment.. As regards economic 
policies they need to carefully reconsider the 
40% investment allowance because of its ero-
ding effect on company tax; spending cuts must 
be considered much more carefully and intro-
duced very slowly; public sector employment 
should be altowed to expand at some small 
amount say 1%; the Jackson Report must be 
implemented; the Prices Justification Tribunal 
and the Trade Practices Commission must not 
be inhibited; foreign investment should be en-
couraged; a liberal approach to monetary 
policy should be" adopted; the Industrial Rela-
tions Bureau must not be established for it will 
create more trouble than it solves; the construc-
tion industry must be stimulated as quickly as 
possible with easy credit and low Interest rates;, 
and the 1976-77 Budget deficit should be in the 
region of $3000 million. The Libs must accept 
the necessity of a consumer-led recovery, that 
unemployment rates of 4% to 4.5% are quite 
acceptable, and that an inflation rate of 
1«U5% is a fact of life. Any attempt to con-
front and defeat the union movement must be 
resisted in favour of peaceful coexistence. 
John Drew 
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In the introductory pages of a recent Ivan 
illich book Energy and Equity (1974) there is a 
quote from the Minister for Energy Resources 
in the Argentine Government which, roughly 
translated says, "Socialism can be achieved 
through the Bicycle alone." 
This is an extraordinary statement about the 
efTect bicycles can have and certainly have had 
on social change in the worid. Further, when 
one considers that the 800 million Chinese 
people virtually transport the whole country 
around by bicycle and then take another look 
at the above quote, you may well start to won-
der whether the bicycle is another "commie" 
plot. However, there is no doubt that the bi-
cycle has significantly affected sociat develop-
ments in the past and this article will try to 
shed some light on these. 
The bicycle has also been a significant agent 
for technological developments. It certainly 
played a central role in the development of the 
ball 'bearing, the pneumatic tyre, tubular con-
struction members, differentia! gears, all of 
which were quite necessary to the development 
of the automobile and the aeroplane and also 
allowed many improvements to industrial 
machines. 
Thus, the bicycle has a dual nature in his-
tory as an instigator of social change and a tool 
of technology. These two natures paradoxically 
often appear In conflict with one another but 
it is not the intention of this article to analyse 
the philosophical implications of such a para-
dox. 
ENERGY CONSIDERATIONS: 
At the core of the bicycle's paradoxical cap-
acity is its energy use. The bicycle is the most 
efficient means of transport. That is, for energy 
consumed per weight moved per distance 
moved. A person riding a bicycle Is more effi-
cient than a person walking, a horse galloping, 
a plane flying or a car driving. This is illustrated 
in the accompnaying graph. 
A person walking, as can be seen is a reason-
ably efficient machine, consuming about 0.75 
kitocalories per kilogram kilometre. With the 
aid of a bicycle, however, the person's energy 
consumption is reduced to about one-fifth of 
that (roughly 0.15 kilpcalories per kilogram 
kilometre.) Therefore apart from increasing 
one's unaided speed by a factor of four or five, 
the cyclist improves the efficiency rating to No. 
1 among moving creatures and machines. 
The reason for the high energy efficiency of 
bicycling compared with walking appears to lie 
mainly in the mode of action of the muscles. 
Whereas a machine only performs mechanical 
work when a force moves through a distance, 
muscles consume energy when they are in ten-
sion but not movinjg (doing what is sometimes 
called isometric work). A person standing still 
maintains an upright position by means of a 
complicated system of bones in.compression 
and muscles in tension. Hence, merely standing 
consumes energy. Similarly, in performing 
movements with no external forces, as In 
shadow boxing, muscular energy is consumed 
because of the alternate acceleration and 
deceleration of the hands and arms, although 
' no mechanical work is done against any outside 
agency. , 
In walking the leg muscles must not only 
support the rest of the body in an erect posture 
but also raise and lower the entire hody as well 
as accelerate and decterate the lower limbs. All 
these actions consume energy without doing 
- ^ a n y useful external work. Walking uphill which 
requires that additional work must be done 
against gravity. Apart from these ways of con-
suming energy, every time the foot strikes the 
ground, some energy is lost as is evidenced by 
the wearing out of your shoes, socks and the 
footpath; 
Contrast this with the cyclist, who, first of 
all saves energy by sitting, thus relieving the leg 
muscles of their supporting function and 
accompanying energy consumption. The only 
reciprocating parts of the body are the knees 
^and the thighs. The feet rotate smoothly at a 
constant speed and the rest of the body is still. 
Even the acceleration and deceleration of the 
.legs are achieved efficiently, since the strongest 
muscles are used, almost exclusively; the rising 
leg does not have to be lifted but is raised by 
the downward thrust of the other leg. The back 
muscles must be used to support the trunk, but 
the arms can also help to do this resulting in a 
little residual strain on the hands and arms. 
So all this makes the bicycle a very efficient 
machine. It is this efficiency which contributes 
to aspects of its nature as an instigator of social 
change.' For poorer countries it represents a real 
alternative to the automobile. This is used to 
great effect In China. Indeed, China can only 
survive with such a massive population and.so 
little wealth by relying on cheap and efficient 
devies like bicycle transport. Their roads are 
not cluttered with cars, their air is not choketl 
with fumes. It is this potential, the Minister for 
Energy in Argentina recognizes. 
For other developing countries the bicycle 
,offers a different set of opportunities. With the 
Continuing spread of bicycles from cities, to 
towns and villages, go the accompanying 
. mechanical skills and essential spare parts. Th6s 
bicycle technology serves the purpose of tech-
nical education on which peoples of these coun-
tries can build. There is evidence of siich a pro-
cess at work. Threshing and winnowing mach-
ines have been designed that incorporate 
bicycle bearings and chain drives. The wooden 
wheel on the traditional wheelbarrow is being 
replaced with a bicycle wheel. It is this kind 6 | 
do-it-yourself village technology that offei'sj^  
the best route to self-improvement, a route fai?; 
more plausible than any large scale aid frdVh 
outside. m 
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The bicycle also played its part in the deve-
lopment of the feminist movement that reached 
such heights in the late 19th and early 20th 
century. Access to bicycles allowed women to 
get out of their stuffy Victorian homes on tfieir 
own. Riding bicycles also demanded for women 
a more rational dress, a trend led by Amelia 
Jenks Bloomer. 
It was not practical for women to go cycling 
in the heavy dresses and multifarious petticoats. 
So women started wearing shorter dresses and 
jackets more suitable to bicycling. This new 
freedom of dress was called 'rational' and it 
gave impetus to women to seek independence 
and sanity in other sociat areas. 
practical attire lor cycling 
During the 1890's in American a young 
independent woman Margaret Valentine Le 
Long became a social phenomen after an epic 
ride on a bicycle. In 1896 she pedalled a drop 
heme pneumatic tyred safety bicycle across the 
^United States from Chicago to San Francisco, 
atone. This was an amazing display of feminin^ 
^hdependence and greatly boosted the women's 
liberation movement. Mpreover it was an amaz-
ing feat of physical endurance unparalled In a 
Irian's world. 
;' The momentum generated .by women and 
meir use of bicycles certainly aided the 
women's movement ahd led on to their fight 
for political and economic equality. 
< ' ' ' 
TECHNICAL D E V E L O P M E M T S : 
I - , • • 
Many technical deveio iments, later found 
useful in automobiles and ev?n aeroplianes were, 
in fact, developed for th« bic/cle. 
The differential gear, a devipe which spreads 
the effort equally between wheels on.each side 
and yet allows the wheels to turn at slightly 
different speeds when turning a corner was 
developed for a large two seater tricycle 
machine by Mr. James Stariey, a veritable giant 
in the 19th century bicycle world. The two 
major developments of 1877 were the introduc-
tion of a tubular frame and ball bearings. In 
neither case was the concept new, but it was its 
widespread adoption for the bicycle that 
brought each technique to fruition and univer-
sal use. This development was to be repeated 
laterwith the.pneumatic tyre. 
The thin walled tube of circular cross sect-
ion Js a most efficient structural member; it can 
resist tension or compression, bending, torsion 
or the combination of stresses that are exerted 
on the frame pf a vehicle. Although for bending 
in a particular plane, an I section joist may be 
more efficient if, the bending load can be app-
lied in any plane' then the thin tube is to be 
preferred. 
Another important advance, the adoption of 
chain-and^procket drive to the rear wheel, was 
made by Harry J. Lawson in 1879; The follow-
ing year Hans Renold produced the definitive 
form of bicycle chain, the bush-roller chain, 
which combines the virtues of long life, effic-
iency and low weight. At first sight the design 
seems to have little subtlety but a close look 
reveals just how significant its various features 
are. (See illustration). The progenitor was the 
pin chain, or stud chain, in which the pins bear 
directly on the sprocket teeth and the link 
plates swivel, on the studs at each end of the 
pins. In such a chain there is undiie wear and 
friction both at the teeth and at the holes in the 
plates. 
An improvement devised by James Slater in 
1864 was the bowl chain, or roller chain in 
which friction and wear of the sprocket teeth 
was reduced by rollers on the pins, but wear of 
the plates on the studs was still too great. 
Renold's design, by the addition of hollow 
bushes to spread the load over the entire leng-
th of the pin, overcame this final short-coming 
and led to the foundation of the precision-
chain industry. The bush-roller chain spread 
from bicycles to textile machinery and other 
power-transmission applications, in competition 
with the Morse "silent chain". Bush^•oller 
chains replaced belt drives for motorcycles 
and they served as the main drive for the rfear 
wheels of automobiles until they were replaced 
by shaft drive. Today the bush-roller chain 
drive remains virtually the universal choice 
for automible cam shafts, although it is threat-
ened now by the tooth-belted drive. The de-
mands on increased power, greater speed and 
longer, life for chain drives meant that the 
makers were pioneers in metallurgy, heat treat-
ment, lubrication and production. 
Pneumatic tyres were first patented in 1845 
• but were re-invented in 1888 by John Boyd 
Dunlop. Froni there improvements were the 
wire edged tyre and bead edged tyre. Even 
tubeless pneumatic tyres, which were not used 
for automobiles until the 1940's were invented 
for the bicycles in the 1890's. 
There is no doubt that the bicycle led dir-
ectly to the development of the automobile and 
this development is described in detail by 
Hiram P. Maxim Jnr in Horseless Carriage 
Days (published in 1937). However, it may 
seem paradoxial that developments in the bi-
cycle could aid the development of such an in-
famous machine as the automobile, a machine 
that almost destroyed the bicycle and has caus-
ed many sociat ills today. Nevertheless, the 
automobile dDes have a legitimacy in its own 
right, but was never meant to be produced in 
such large numbers and never meant to replace 
the bicycle. The fact that it has been produced 
in such enormous quantities is the very reason 
for the social ills (air pollution, heart disease, 
energy depletion etc.) that it has generated. 
Anything that is taken to excess will cause 
problems and this is just as true of the aqto-
mobile. 
CONCLUSIOiM: 
Hence the bicycle is significant in history as 
a generator of technical development and also 
of social change. 
It Is significant as a leveller of classes and as 
a cheap transport system. The part it played in 
the development of the women's liberation 
movement must not be underestimated. 
TRICYCLE, alyo (Resigned by Janieti SturJey. 
On the technical side the bicycle was the, 
vehicle for development of the differential gear, 
• the ball bearing, the pneumatic tyre, thin wall-
ed circular structural tubes and bush roller 
chains. Such innovations were of- enormous 
importance In developing more efficient factory 
machinery, automobiles and aeroplanes. 
The bicycle indeed is a very human mach-
ine. It is because every part of the design must 
be related to the human frame that the entire 
bicycle must always be on a human scale. In , 
addition, since the bicycle makes little demand 
on material or energy resources, contributes 
little to pollution, makes a positive contribu-
tion to health and causes little or no death and 
injury it can be regarded as the most benevol-
ent of machines^ Brian T o w l e r 
i i ^ ' ^ t-t(<u^ . 
The rights of women to have control over 
their own bodies is again under attack, this 
time in New South Wales. 
On March 2, Kevin Harrold, a member of 
the D.L.P., and M.L.A. for Gordon, reintroduc-
ed his Infant Life Preservation Bill into State 
Pariiament. if this bill is passed it wilt severely 
restrict the limited opportunities N.S.W. 
women have of getting legal abortions, and will 
impede Queensland women "procuring" abor-
tions in N.S.W, 
. Last year 5000 women from this State had 
legal abortions in N.S.W., with the assistance of 
Children by Choice. It would be safe to assume 
that many more Queensland women had abor-
tions legally in N.S.W. and illegally within this 
State. (In Queensland only therapeutic abor-
tions are legal; i.e., abortions performed to save 
the life of the,mother, or to prevent her from 
becoming a physical or mental wreck.) If the 
Harrold Bill is passed the chance of the service 
provided by Children by Choice continuing is 
negligible, as Sydney hospitals will be scarcely 
able to cope with local women using the facili-
ties,' as there would no longer be the choice of a 
clinic at which to have an abortion. 
Harrold himself defines the objects of the 
Bill, in the Explanatory Note: 
"(a) To ensure that the State regards alt human 
life as inviolable. 
"(b) To ensure that foetal life has civil rights, 
which the State has the duty to protect and 
safeguard no less strongly than those of all 
other human life. 
"(c) To ensure that there are not two classes 
of citizens in N.S.W., viz, the living whose right 
to life the law protects and those - t h e unborn 
— who do not possess such a right." 
[ 
% Throughout the Bill a foetus is defined as a 
"child". The bill defines life as beginning at 
conception. 
Clause 4 of the Bill makes it a felony of-
fence punishable by 20 years imprisonment for 
any person who "with intent to destroy the 
life of a child capable of being born alive", 
causes that 'child' to die^ unless the act causing 
the death "was done in good faith for the pur-
pose only of preserving the life of the mother." 
The bill states that 26 weeks after conception 
the foetus is capable of being born alive. In so 
doing the bill is stating a limitation which even 
medical science cannot state with accuracy. 
Conception, ie, fertilisation, can take place at 
any time within about five days of intercourse, 
so that any legal time limit reckoned froni' 
"conception" is meaningless because it cannot 
be determined precisely. 
Clause 5 makes it illegal to carry out an 
abortion in a place other than a public, or regis-
tered private, hospital. Of the estimated 15,000 
abortions performed in N.S.W. each year, only 
5,000 are performed in major Sydney hospitals. 
If an abortion is performed within the first ten 
weeks of pregnancy, the women need not be 
hospitalised. She can have a Safe and effective 
vacuum aspiration abortion, which requires 
no hospitalisation or local anaesthetic ahd only 
takes between 8 and 10 minutes to complete. 
By requiring that abortions be performed in 
hospitals many women will be denied access 
to abortion facilities, as few public hospitals 
have facilities for vacuum aspirations and other 
procedures are longer and require hiore medical 
care. To add to the anticipated problem many, 
if not all, church-run hospitals refuse to per-
form abortions. 
The bill provides that abortions will only be 
lawful if: 'Two legally qualified medical prac-
titioners certify on oath that the abortion is 
h 
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necessary to preserve the life of tKe mother or 
her mental and physical health; provided that 
where the abortion Is for psychiatric grounds 
one of the certifying doctors shall be a Psychia-
trist." These kinds of provisions have been re-
peatedly shown to be repressive and unenforce-
able. This kind of provision is an insult both 
to the woman and to the doctor. There is, of 
course, no provision for the opinion or wishes 
of the woman concerned to be consulted. Any 
sociat or economic grounds on which a woman 
may seek to have her pregnancy terminated 
are not considered. Provisions of this sort pave 
the way for malpractice and extortion and an 
inevitable return .tb the'dangers and exploit-
ation of back-yard abortionists. 
• j 
.0, 
• I -
Clause 5 provides for the registration of alj 
abortions, and the grounds on which they were 
performed. This is a blatant invasion of privacy 
vyith legal sanction. Such a registration would 
be on a public record, like a birth certificate^ 
providing the world at large ^ with information^ 
which could be used against the woman in later \ 
life, particularly if the abortion were performed' 
on the grounds of "mental ill health';. , 
PENALTIES FOR CLIlMICS 
To ensure that no clinic performs a termina-
tion of pregnancy, a two year penalty is provid-i 
ed for this "offence". 
• Clause 7 is designed to stop the activities of 
agencies such as Children by Choice anpl other 
women's groups, from referring women to cli-
nics and private practitioners for abortions. As 
these groups do usually refer women to private 
practitioners and clinics, this could produce a 
crisis situation, with these facilities obviously 
filling a need and then suddenly being declared 
illegal. This situation will force both the refer-
;ral agency and the clinic or practitioner to go 
underground. The only alternative to going 
underground is to stop this service and leave 
women with unwanted births or late or back-
yard abortions. 
The bill easily passed Its first reading, thej 
politicians avoiding a discussion of the issues 
raised in the bill by si^ ylng that the bill is poor--
ly drafted (which it is), and that It needed 
tightening up. The bill is to be put to its second 
reading on March 23. Queensland women mu?t 
help fight the passing of this bill. ..', 
Queensland women can protest against the 
bill and the effects and repercussions it will 
have in Queensland by picketing outside the 
N.S.W. Government Tourist Bureau, at 12.30 
pm on March 23. 
" . " . 1 
Throughout Australia, feminists, women's 
groups and the Women's Abortion Action Can]-
paign (W.A.A,C.) see this bill as an attack on 
the limited reforms which have been made in 
N.S.W. and we call for the repeal of all abor; 
tion laws in all States end oppose all attempts! 
to turn back any limited gains that have been 
'"^ -^ Janice Fewin 
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SOCIAL WORK: Radical Essays 
Edited by Harold Tiirossell, B. Com. 
(Soc. Stud.) A.A.P.S.W. 
Contributors: 
Alec G. Pemberton, 6. Soc. Stud, 
iVl.A., Kay Laursen, B. Soc. Stud. 
(Q'lu), Ralph G. Locke, B. Soc. 
Stud. (Q'ld), Paul J. Schacht, B. 
5oc. Wk. (Q'ld), John Tomlinson 
B. Soc. Stud. (Q'ld); Robin Thurs-
ton (poet) 
Published by the University of 
Queensland Press 1975 
$8.50 (cloth) $5.95 (paper). 
Rise up all you Social Work freshers, Women's 
Libbers, Students, Pensioners ~ any and all 
who have had to be on the receiving end of 
welfare sen/ices. Here is grist for the mill with a 
vengeance 
Radical Essays, which have previously appeared 
In American, British and Australian journals 
are presented here, together for the first time. 
From the poignant revelations of prison poet, 
Robin Thurston, through the indignation-pro-
voking case histories of mothers at the hands of 
welfare departments, a "history in the making" 
account of our own South Brisbane blacks' 
stand for a better deal, to a shocking insight, 
into mental hospitals — these essays make 
arresting reading. 
For instance, do you consider yourself s^ ne? 
Does your family think so too? How would you 
rate against this kind of test? 
In what way are a banana, an orange and an 
apple alike? 
How many miles is It to China? 
Count backwards from 100 by sevens. . 
What is the meaning of *A rolling stone 
gathers no moss'? 
If you answer to the first is that they are all 
something to eat, you are wrong. (Only accept-
able answer Is, they are alt fruit). And If your 
explanation of the proverb is not vvord perfect 
lo that of the psychiatrist, wrong again. Seeing 
you cannot supply the answers that are expect-
ed, go directly tq the nearest mental hospital, 
do not pass GO, do not collect $200 (or the 
dote). 
In this catalytic volume we see the glaring dif-
ferences between the what-should43e and what-
is-not; how many present practices in the ad-
ministration of social welfare defend and 
perpetuate the very social structure which cau-
ses the problems in the first place. 
Points are made and illustrated with'the start-
ling clariW of a searchlight on a black ni^t , 
probing for weak points in existing administra-
tion, gunning down the injustices, inconsisten-
cies and indifferences. 
The battle cry is to revise the existing social 
work structure and the role of the social pro-
fessions in our society. 
With a five page index and comprehensive lists 
of references throughout, these ten radical 
essays constitute a stirring project of probing 
the present reality of one profession - social 
work. 
Freelance journalist, Harold Throssell, who 
spent over two years compiling this set of 
essays, has worked as a social worker in York-
shire, in psychiatric social work in and near 
" London and has been a lecturer in Social Work 
at the University of Queensland, specialising 
in the subjects of mental health and the Philo-
sophy of Social Work. It is envisaged that 
theoretical analysis soon will be available on ati 
the professions. 
In all, this is a book .that calls to all who have 
ever suffered from 'the system'. It admonishes, 
band together. A collective agitation for reform 
will achieve what each individually cannot. 
As it quotes from the Bible: "One stick can be 
broken but a bundle of sticks is unbreakable." 
Rita Marciiant 
RITUAL SHI FT 
Jennifer Mankin 
Published by K/takar Press 
I can imagine the film industry of the future 
adding more and more sensory experiences to 
the present audio-visual impressions. The stills 
of yesterday first became action, then acquired 
sound and colour. Olfactory experiments al-
ready have been launched. But imagine a breeze 
sweeping over an audience as it watches trees 
bow to the wind, a weightlessness or pull of 
gravity more real than any conjured up by sug-
gestions alone. This tactile sensation could 
enrich audience participation. 
In Ritual Shift, Jennifer Rankin's first collect-
ion of verse, I have the sensation of watching 
that screen of the future. The first scene is 
brilliant with sunshine as Mainland Eyes opens 
with— I 
'Two miles out and the island. Glistening." 
I have an impression of waves and people. It is 
visual, emphasised by the feeling of flight 
("two birds... swooping"). 
The camera scans the scene, zooming in to pick 
up an animation, sensory stimulus, occasional 
colour, then flashing over to another detail. 
But it is a silent film. A dimension we have 
grown to accept is missing. 
" Adults agree to smile. 
Studying the children doing all the usual 
things." 
In Thatch there Is a sudden scream of 
"lorrikeets tearing in a mirror of seed...", 
then the silence resumes as the camera 
continues to scan a country homestead. Child-
ren are there, too, but they are as mute as in 
the previous poem. 
Slowly sound begins to form - weirdly, under-
toned—as men and women murnwr and a 
"dead woman" talks in Ring Road. Then one 
vibrant burst of sound comes through in Soft 
Track: 
"shrill giri voices shrieking competing for 
memories fading". 
It is momentary, however, blown on the wind 
wafting through the mind and sweeping back 
into the once lived past. 
I feel a sense of loneliness, of once betonging-
but-now^o-more, like a ^ost, earthbound, 
hovering about remembered scenes. Jennifer 
Rankin conveys this sensation in deft phrases 
. like "watched by the wind", "loosened space" 
and, writing of a child in Transparencies, 
" . . . she etched 
for herself 
in the air 
a memory. 
This sense of loneliness has a need for living, 
human warmth, 
"Space seems so much more correct 
when you are there" 
and 
'; 'Today you turned to me and the sea did 
hesitate." 
Indeed her poems are profusely peopled - an 
English grandmother, brother, women, country 
children 
" . . . their long white socks 
< already carrying grass seeds from the 
paddocks.". 
AS 
but they are silent; 
"So many urgent faces floating away," 
It is not a lifeless, unemotional screen. I am a 
remote observer, tike the hovering ghost. I 
am unable to reach out and touch, but I am in-
tensely stirred by the animation enacted. 
Sensory appeal pervades this slim volume 
(eighteen poems in all). It is a book for the 
lovers of nostalgia, outback Australiana, old 
photos, and for those who appreciate imagery 
and poetic art. 
Though Jennifer Rankin's poetry is written in 
free form, there is meaningful division of stan-
zas and a coherent flow of ideas that would 
not offend the more format adherents. Her 
artistry lifts the tone of modern poetry into 
the realm of aesthetic beauty. 
Rita Marchant 
GROWING UP IN 
NEW GUINEA 
Margaret Mead 
1975 Pelican Publication 
It may seem ironic that Semper Floreat at this 
point of time, should choose to review a book 
which was first published in 1930, Nevertheless 
one cannot deny that this book stands as a clas-
sic sociological and Anthropological text. 
In 1928 Mead won a research fellowship 
to study Adolescence and Sex in Primitive 
Societies and this book culminates the work 
and effort of this research. 
The book studies an isolated community on the 
island of Menus in the Admiralty Group and 
reflects upon that community's rigid schooling 
of adolescents and their interplay within the 
Manus'Society, 
The author observes and finally compares with 
trends of "education" and "socialization" In 
the western,world. 
A book which after forty odd years still has a 
lot to offer. 
THE WORLD OF 
OLEGASTRUCHANIS 
When reviewing The World of Olegas Truchanas 
for The Australian Max Harris commented that: 
it is only through the book and too late, 
that I understand vi^iat the Lake Pedder 
controversy was all about. 
It is certainly too late now to save Lake Pedder, 
once the crowning glory of Tasmania's South 
West. Hopefully it is not too late to save the 
rest of this great wilderness area. This is the 
message of the book- that Tasmania's South 
West is definitely worth saving. For the book 
itself is part of a campaign to set aside as much 
as possible of that haunting and beautiful land 
before it is dammed, mined, woodchipped and 
tethered with roads. 
The work of Olegas Truchanas both as a land-
scape photographer and a conservationist was 
outstanding. No doubt the publication of his 
work will tend to more recognition for Austra-
lia's small struggling band of landscape photo-
graphers and the lands they are trying to save. 
Unfortunately it is now often a case of obtain-
ing a pictorial record of an area before i t is 
"developed"; i.e. woodchipped, mined etc. In 
short lost forever. 
Tasmania's South West wilderness is, despite 
its wild character, a very fragile area. Its moun-
tain ranges c:an be seen quite clearly from the 
summit of tyit. Wellington (above Hobart) on a 
fine day. With the Lyell Highway cutting across 
its northern extent and the Strathgordon Road 
almost bisecting it, the South West is now dan-
gerously close to civilization. 
Woodchip and other logging operations are 
destroying the great forests, even stands within 
National parks are no longer really safe. The 
sight of the woodchip devestated Florentine 
River valley below the peaks of Mt Field West 
(in the Mt Field National Park.) does not instil 
confidence in the inviolability of National 
Parks. Lake Pedder had been declared a Nation-
al Park in 1955. What the Hydro Electric Com-
mission euphemistically called "modification" 
of the National Park meant drowning it under 
50 feet of water. 
The Tasmanian government does not differ 
greatly from others in the treatment of wilder-
ness areas. Cieneratly they are regarded as things 
to be "tamed"; prospective sites for dams; 
mining, logging and tourist development that 
does not do justice to wilderness or tourist. 
Truchanas was able to capture some of the 
drama and haunting beauty of the South West 
and was undoubtedly a master of his craft. 
The Lake PeddefoStudies are stunning setting 
the quartzite beach to the backdrop of tower-
ing ranges and storms that seem to be about to 
obliterate all existence. One that particularly 
impressed me captures the sense of movement 
in a wind-bent line of small trees on the flat 
white sands. 
This beauty is not the beauty of the rolling 
grassy plains of the more well known parts of 
Tasmania. At times it is the dynamic beauty of 
titanic forces in coexistence, of storms in the 
mountains and still lakes below peaks rugged 
beyond belief., At times it is the intricate 
beauty of a wildfiower. Truchanas captured 
something of the spirit of the South West in 
his photographs, the vibrant beauty of its Ijfe. 
Olegas Truchanas drowned in the Gordon River 
in 1972, Many of his best photos, including 
those taken on his solo kyak trip down the 
Gordon in 1958, were destroyed along with his ' 
home in the 1967 bushfires. It was an attempt 
to regain his photographic record of one of 
Australia's wildest rivers (now dammed) that 
led to his death. 
Despite the dedication and energy of Truchanas 
and. other conservationists the, future of 
Tasmania's South West is not a bright one. It is 
in human h^nds now. Forests are pulped, 
mountains echo to the sound of the bulldozer, 
smashed beer bottles in mountain lakes The 
shame of it all is apparent to many of us now 
and our descendants vvill wonder what it was 
all for. In one of his few written statements 
Truchanas observed: 
When we look around the time is rapidly 
approaching when natural environment. 
natural unspoiled vistas are sadly beginning 
to look like leftovers from a vanishing 
world. The vanishing world is beautiful 
beyond our dreams and contains in itself 
rewards and gratifications never found in 
artificial landscape or man-made objects, 
so often regarded as exciting evidence of 
a new worid in the making. 
(Note: the book is expensive: $22.50, but it 
is available in the University Library and pre-
sumably most good public libraries.) 
C.J.IV}. 
Greg Brights Fontana Mazes 
Extraordinary Puzzles for Ordinary 
People 
If you do" not enjoy crosswords - 1 don't; my 
• mind feels like Its juggling a dictionary and a 
thesaurus on a slippery floor —then this book 
might Intierest you. The mazes are delightful 
and handy to have around after long hours of 
lectures or long nights in the library (or for that 
matter after the occasional whiff of the wicked 
weed) 
Working on a maze clears your head because 
your eyes and mind do the job for you without 
intervening strings of words or word associat-
ions. The maze with its intricacy and mystery 
has your constant attention without demand-
ing it. At times I felt like I was floating through 
an Escher drawing, without the Escher beasties 
of course. 
The author even manages to b" w / . An amaz-
ing little book^ 
GAPTAIfJiVlATCHBOX* 
«\/HOOPEE iiAi\IO 
"Australia" 
(Viushroom Recorus L 35723 
Captain Matchbox's third album has just one 
disappointment and that relates only to the 
cover. After the magnificent Leunig illustration 
for Wangaratta Wahine, I was anticipating anot-
her masterly package for this record. Apparent-
ly Leunig was commissioned again to produce 
another drawing, but the story is that he suffer-
ed one of his occasional bouts of nonnnspira-
tion and Bob Daly was called in at the last mo-
mer.t. And that, sadly, is our loss. The garish 
pot-pourri of Australian cliches cannot compare 
with Leunig's subjime child-like visions. 
If this one blemish is ignored, Australia fulfils 
all expectations and can only be described as 
superbly lunatic. The band stilt places great 
emphasis on interpretations of good-time music 
mainly from the twenties and thirties. Whether 
it is jug band blue^ or a tango, the songs 
postively overflow with their energetic tongue-
in-cheek treatment, yet it is perfectly clear that 
there is also a genuine affection in'their ap-
Pfoach to these songs. The similarity between 
the sympathetic but rapid-fire craziness of Cap-
tain Matchbox and the satirical bands of the 
forties and early fifties is m'ore than mere 
coincidence —there are obvious connections 
with, for example. Spike Jones and.The City 
Slickers. 
The interesting departure from previous albums 
is that, where they only included one br two 
original works before, they have written five of 
the tvyelve sorigs on this record. The opening 
r^acks, Australia and Ouiin the Suburbs, des-
tined to be the nucleus of a planned stage sat-
ire; are expertly contrived tatty extravaganzas 
^hat would put ^rious national anthem aspir-
ants to shame. Their parodies'combine typically 
a^cjle sentimentality with some deliberately 
banal colloquialisms and puns. The other three 
tracks are Forever, A Beard Is Like a Lawn on 
A Bald Man and Unna (a little commentary 
Involving a man whose lover is attracted to that 
small fat guru.) 
The collection of non-original material includes 
old songs like Christopher Columbus, From 
Monday On and an arrangement of Sweeney 
Todd the Barber, while the most entertaining 
pair are the reworkings of the classic Tom 
Lehrer song Masochism Tango and Noel 
Coward's Twentieth Century Blues. But no 
matter what is played, it is done so with brisk-
ness and plenty of spirited hurfiour. Although 
brothers Jim and Mick Conway provide the 
manic core of the band, this album reflects the 
growing assertiveness of the whole band. In 
particular, it highlights the greater role of 
bassist Dave Flett, who shares the wiitingres-
ponsibillties and is also the recond's producer. 
Jim Niven is also more noticeable and contri-
butes some fine old rattling piano. 
Captain Matchbox have established themselves 
as a qunlque phenomenon in the Australian 
music scene. With their outrageous madcap don-
certs and now three Inventively nostalgic 
albums, one would have thought that their 
band's identity was indelibly imprinted in 
people's consciousness and this is supported 
by two well received singles and a gold record 
for Wangaratta Wahine, Unfortunately, playing 
a minority-oriented style of music has not 
enabled them' to rise above a dedicated but 
restricted cult following am consequently 
the pressures and frustrations involved in keep-
ing the band afloat have finally had their ef-
fect Lack of a broad financial base and the in-
creasing strain of keeping the band on the road 
have forced Captain Matchbox Into premature 
retirement. 
There are signs, however, that the band will re-
turn after a rest with a slightly changed line-up. 
Hopefully this reunion will be encouraged by 
good sales of Australia. Certainly, the record 
deserves to sell well and, just as certainly. 
Captain Matchbox are a band that we cannot 
afford to tose^ 
Bill Holdswortii 
ANOTHER OPINION 
Australia is a disappointment re: Jug Music. 
It has 8 wonderful diversity, ahd all those other 
review-type cliches, but it is a disappointment. 
The cover Is irrelevant, I mean like Its a meagre 
consideration, but yes, Daly did blow it. The 
Conway-Flett material is interesting, like the 
concept of Glen Waverly Imperialism is great. 
(Mick n' Jim n' Dave went to school there) 
Mick says that the band might come together 
again In a few months. He'd like to do a vaude-
ville show (he's always seen himself as a vaude-
viUian) which he and others have pieced toget-
her. Something about a couple who have a baby 
which is just a head (anatomically that is) one 
day it grows a body and leaves home. A bunyip 
arrives on their doorstep the same day, and they 
take it in. Studies in guilt etc. The band has 
always been Jim and Mick and Jimmy iMiven, 
Dave Flett, is the heavy (but not really) and 
Chris Worral has given them a great deal of fine 
guitar (at last). Their progress over three al-
bums has been away from Jug, a shame. 
You'll be pleased to know that they were 
occasionally doing shows for RSL clubs and 
old people generally which got a very good 
reception, Uh, the best track on the album is 
Cocaine Habit, don't believe anything else! I 
. / / 
AMONDUULII 
"Lemmingmania' 
United Artists Label L 35591 
As one of the major influences in achieving 
some recognition for the German experimental 
bands, Amon Duul 11 have released in the 
vicinity of fifteen albums, mostly obscure but 
including an impressive handfulv They were 
among the first to make inroads into the lucra-
tive Anglo-American market, preparing the way 
for groups like Can, Faust, Tangerine Dream 
and Kraftwerk, each with their particular 
esoteric styles. (If the folklore contains any 
element of truth, Amon Duul It's sortie in Bri-
tain was an attempt to avoid police harassment 
resulting from their alleged connections with 
the Baader-Meinhof guerilla organization.) 
It is generally accepted, although not suffici-
ently established, that since those pioneering 
days of three or four years ago, Amon Duul 11 
have created tittle in the way of worthwhile 
music. While this compilation set. Lemming-
mania, does nothing to dispel that impression 
as it relies heavily on the earlier years, it is welt 
to remember that those albums have only rec-
ently been receiving attention in Australia. 
For example, with respect to the tracks Arch-
angel Thunderbird and Soap Shop Rock (culled 
from the double album Yeti) and Tables Are 
Turned with All the Years Round (from Carni-
val in Babylon), the records were released 
overseas in 1970 and 1972. They have yet to 
appear locally. Wolf City represented here by 
Green Bubble Raincoated Man and Jail-House 
Frog, is almost four years old but was released 
locally only last year. As such, Lemmingmania 
is justified, not as a greatest hits compilation, 
but rather as an introduction to some of the 
band's more important material. 
Amon Duul 11's music from the period covered 
by this album is, for me, among the more 
interesting material exported from Germany. 
Although its release was probably unwarranted 
in Britain, its local availability should provide a 
valuable starting point for those who are pre-
pared to Investigate some unconventional rock. 
It is wishful thinking perhaps, but maybe 
Lemmingmania heralds the belated appearance 
'jf the band's eariy albums on an Australian 
label ^ 
Bill Holdsworth 
SYMPHONIE FANTASTIQUE 
OP. 14 
Hector Berlioz 
Berlin Philharmonic 
Herbert von Karajan 
DGG 2530 597 
Von Karajan's reading of this problematical 
score has gone a long way towards converting 
me to a work I previously disliked. (It always 
sounded like so much -thrashing about.) 
The performance is characterised by restraint 
in dynamics, flexibility in tempi, careful atten-
tion to the innner parts and a generous shaping 
of phrases. The result is that the work has time 
to breathe. At no time Is the orchestra allowed 
to blast and scrape, and the fast passages avoid 
any hint of "rumpty-tum". Very attractive use 
of rubato is made in the open of Reveries and 
throughout Un Bai, and Scene aux champs. 
The overall effect is that of a dream out of 
which the various images emerge. 
The orchestra plays throughout with clarity 
and precision. The tone is lovely and the timbre 
ideally suited to the character of the work. The 
recording studio imparts sufficient colouration 
to give the sound warmth without clouding the 
detail. The strings are slightly over-prominent, 
a common fault in DGG recording technique. 
I recommend the recording very highly as an 
important addition to the Berlioz disco-
graphy^ 
Stephen Baggaley 
SPAGIS 
SPECIALISES IN 
lasagna 
pizza 
salads & 
spagetti 
SPAGALINI PIZZA 
B 
Y 
0 
6 
We KneadYour Dough 
370-2640 
mr spagal ini ALSO 
PREPARES ALL OF HIS 
DELICIOUS MEALS TO GO 
406 Milton Rd 
Auchenflower 
JOHN ALLDIS CHOIR 
OF LONDON 
Musica Viva ' 
Mayne Hail 
Monday 1 March 1976 
The recital by the John Alldis Choir of London 
on 1 March in the Mayne Hail provided an aus-
picious beginning to the 1976 Musica yiva 
season. The performance before a capacity aud-
ience was further evidence of the excellence of 
the English choral tradition. 
The choir performed a variety of works ranging 
from the glories of the 16th century to the 
mixed bag of 20th century literature. The least 
fiuccRssftii of these was Alexander Goehr's 
trivial and gragmentary A Littte Sonata of Pro-
vori3$ and the highlight for me, Bruckner's two 
lovely Motets. The choir was equally at home 
throughout its repertoire and achieved a tone 
and presentation suitable to each period. 
Out of a collection of fifteen songs, seven were 
by composers of this century - a fact with 
' which the audience coped more than well. The 
enthusiastic reception given to Maros' avant-
garde, experimental Turba was a vote in favour 
of more adventurous programming by other 
groups. 
Particulariy gratifying "wras the inclusion of a 
lengthy and significant work by Australian, 
Malcolm Williamson. Composed In 1960 to 
words by James McAuley, the work is titled 
A Symphony for Voices. The work has mom-
ents of rea) beauty including the evocative set-
ting of Voyage w/thin you ori the fabled ocean. 
However, the overall impression is of a work 
that lacks development. It is too much of the 
same thing, and never realises the full potential 
of the colourful text or the implications of the 
title. 
Technically, the choir Is almost flawless. It Is 
particulariy noted for its excellent diction, fine 
balance, luminous tone and finely graded dyn-
amics. Even in its loudest forte the tone was 
never forced or hartl; I regret that the choir 
lacks passion-too much ice and no fire. I 
would willingly trade a little of the perfection 
for this. The nearest we came to real passion 
was the ecstatic forte of inaestimabile sacra-
mentum in the Bruckner Locus Iste, and the 
impressive crescendo of Mater Dei in the 
Bruckner Ave Maria. The real glory of the night 
was the beautiful pianissimo singing of 0 
Sacrum Convtvlum of Messiaen and La Nuit 
Froide et Sombre of Orlandus Lassus. Mention 
should be made of the excellent unison singing 
of Jesus In Williamson's A Symphony for 
Voices- a considerable achievement. 
For once the parts were equally as good as the 
whole, as evidenced by the male voice setting 
of Vocem Meam Audisti by Ferrabosco (the 
Elder), the female voice introduction of Bruck-
ner's Avis Maria and the solo parts of Maros' 
Turba. Alldis is a precise conductor, generally 
unobtrusive, always In full control. • 
Our meeting with this fine body of musicians 
was all too brief. I can only wish them a swift 
return. 
As a side comment I am pleased to note that 
the once over-generous reverberation of the 
Mayne Hall acoustics seems to nave uvau 
curbed by the addition of the organ. The Hall 
now fulfils all its eariier promise^ 
AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA 
Conducted by Neville Marriner 
Musica Viva Series 
Mayne Hall, Saturday 13 March. 
What do you get when you bring together some 
of "Australia's finest string players" and add 
the doyen of international chamber orchestra 
conductors? The result seemed to be a mixture 
of good and bad at the A.C.O.'s Brisbane debut. 
Given that they have only been together for 
four months, they are showing promising signs 
but they are still a long way from being'of 
international standard. Neville Marriner is the 
ideal person to knock off some of the rough 
edges but he would need more time than this 
brief tour affords to mould them into the per-
fect ensemble. 
Vaughan Williams' "Fantasia on a Theme of 
Thomas Tallis" opened the programme in a 
performance that was marred by hard tone, and 
at times, thoroughly expressionless playing. 
Throughout it was too fast and lacked the 
weight which the music demands. 
Christopher Hogwood was the soloist in 
Haydn's Harpsichord Concerto in F major. This 
is a trite bit of twiddle written for the Ester-
hazy court, devoid of anything original, and 
not worthy of Mr Hogwood. He made the best 
of the material playing precisely and expressive-
ly, but much hampered by the characterless 
harpsichord supplied for his.use. 
The idea of extracting one movement of a sym-
phony out of its context does not appeal to 
me, even if it is the famous Adagietto from 
Mahler's 5th Symphony. A chamber orchestra 
cannot be expected to present anything more 
than a pale shadow of the sound of a full body 
of strings. If the ensemble is not large enough, 
the music wilt never have the dynamic range 
required by Mahler. 1 dismiss this item as a 
gross abuse. 
Mozart's Divertimento for Strings in B flat 
major and Pachelbel's Canon in D major are 
both works of the lollipop variety. They may 
have been played quite nicely but they were 
out of place in this'programme. Only in Bloch's 
Concerto Grosso No. 2 was the orchestra near 
any level of perfection. For this short time we 
were given a clue about what they can achieve 
as they played vigorously, accurately, and with 
quite intense devotion to the music^ 
Stephen Baggaley 
QWENSLAND THEATRE 
COMPANY 
Presents Tom Stoppard's 
ABUBfti 
with joe James, Charles 
Little and Gaye PQOIC. 
^ Directed by TED CRAIG^ 
S.G.1.0. THEATRE, TURBOT $1 
Phone 221 5177. 
SEASON — MARCH 24th to APRIL 10 
Tuesdoy to Saturdoy Evenings 
Motinees Wednesdoy ond Soturdoy, 
CONTEMPORABY IIIUSIC - SoME OBSERVATIONS 
Writing jn his Sunday Mail column on 29 
February Frederic Rogers raised the issue of 
"contemporary music" and its place in ABC 
Concert programmes. He suggested that people 
did not want to hear new music In the concert 
hall and named 1900 as the year in which music 
went off the rails. In discussing programming In 
general he named his criteria for the Inclusion, 
of a work as being "musical value and emotion-
al attractiveness." No definition of either term 
was offered. 
Mr Rogers' statements would not have surprised 
anyone, used as we are to the reactionary nat-
ure of art criticism in the Brisbane press. The 
great pity is that many people will have accept-
ed Mr Rogers' conservative and unqualified 
statements without question. It also seems like-
ly that attitudes like his will dominate in ABC 
programming. Therefore, ABC concerts can be 
expected to eaten more and more for the ad-
venturous and unenlightened. And those who 
find little of interest in ABC concerts will 
devote their time to more exciting things, such 
as the Musica Viva Series! 
• • 
Although some would like to turn back the 
clock to the 19th, century, we have to accept 
that people are already too heavily committed 
to this Century for that to be possible. Human-
kind that has seen two world wars, the accelera-
tion of the industrial revolution, the realisation 
of the global village, the dethronement of 
kings and "the death of God" can never return 
to a previous age. Music, which is so closely 
married to the human spirit, can never be the 
same again. Whatever vve may think of it, 
"modern music" is here to stay! 
Mr Rogers'criteria of "musical value and emo-
tional attractiveness" yearns back to the 19th 
(Xntury. On the 19th century conception of 
music Stephen Walsh ("The Larousse Encyclo-
pedia of, Music" 1971) says "that it is primarily 
an expression of emption; is essentially melo-
MODERN MUSIC FORUM 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Patrick Thomas 
5 Si 12 March. 
To say that a good time was had by all would 
not be true. It was obvious at times that mem-
bers of the audience and the orchestra were not 
enjoying all of the music. The good thing about 
the Forum is that you can get up and say why 
you don't like what you hear. Bringing compos-
'ers and the audiences they claim to write for 
into contact in this sort of exercise can only be 
a good thing. * 
None of thf 350 people who attended each of 
the two nights should feel that their time was" 
w^ted. The orchestra under Patrick Thomas 
gaVe creditable performances of most of the 
works' and Dr Philip Bracanin evoked some 
excellent cornments froni members of the 
audience. , 
die; is bounded by classical form; is to be play-
ed by one or more of a limited range of {largely 
orchestral) instruments." 
In this century music has been characterised 
by vast experimentation and exciting dive«ifl-
cation. Through the influences of primitive and 
* Oriental music, the revival of Mediaeval, Re-
naissance and Baroque music, the development 
of the twelve-tone row, experiments in atonal-
ity, poly-tonality and mlcrotonality, the inven-
tion of new (especially electronic) instruments, 
and a redefinition of what constitutes "music", 
music has burst its bonds. As composer Mary 
Mageau pointed out at the Modern Music 
Forum, the old hierarchy of "melody, har-
mony, rhythm, form, etc." no tonger applies. 
Composers are finding new ways of saying 
things, and some people, it would appear, are 
more willing to understand them than others. 
Spanish philosopher, Jose Ortega y Gasset 
("The Dehumanization of Art" 1925) dwelt 
upon the problems of new art: "All new art 
is unpopular, necessarily so, and not by chance 
or accident. Every work," he says, "awakens 
different responses: some people like It, others 
do not; some like it less, others more. IVlo prin-
ciple is involved: the accident of our individual 
disposition will decide where we stand. It is 
not a matter of the majority of the public not 
liking the new work and the minority liking it. 
What happens is that the majority, the mass of 
the people, (does not understand it." Ortega 
then goe$ on to suggest that what makes a work 
of art "good" to the-majority of people is 
that it succeeds in involving them in the facts 
of human destiny, in the "loves, hates, griefs 
and joys" of the heart. Fantasy and unreality, 
Ortega states, are tolerated only insofar as they 
do not distort the human forms and situations, 
and, he continues, perception of these things 
in the majority of peopip is not an attitude of 
mind but a mere haljit. 
"When wilt all the experimentation end?". 
by Stephen iSaygaley. 
people ask. In the whole history of humankind 
we can see that experimentation has been part 
of our, way of life, whether It be in matters of 
science and technology, or in philosophical, 
theological and aesthetic matters. Man is, I 
believe, in a state of constant tension within 
himself and with his environment. Excluding 
complacent and reactionary people, men and 
women never rest in their achievement. Creative 
people are those who excell at this business of 
striving beyond what is already known. The 
whole picture is as true of music as it is of any 
other field of human activity. 
So coming back to Mr Rogers' criteria (''musi-
cal value and emotional attractiveness") wo 
have been able to see how ill-considered his re-
marks have been. We Kave been able to see two 
things about "emotional attractiveness": that it 
may no longer be the primary concern of the 
composer today: and that composers may have 
new ways of expressing emotion and all the 
other aspects of experience. Music lovers have 
an exciting adventure ahead as they learn the 
new language of music. Of "musica! value" 
we have seen two things: that popular opinion 
is no guide, as popularity does not imply any 
rational judgement but a mere reaction through 
habit; and that the real value of new music is 
that we have evidence that man through musjc 
continues to strive beyond his known limits.-
We cannot predict which modern compositions 
will have lasting value as we.are too close to 
their point of origin to have an objective opi-, 
nion. 
Whether the majority of people want to hear-
new musjc in the concert hall is not important. 
If, as Ortega suggests, aesthetic perception is a 
matter of habit in the, majority of people, then 
habit will only be changed by exposure. Above 
all, we do music and human kind a major dis-
service by ignoring the fact that tomorrow can 
never he the same as yesterday I ^ 
Composers represented this year were Mary 
Mageau, James Penberthy, Diana Blom, Howard 
Davidson, Don Banks, Robert Cuckson and 
Philip Bracanin. No one expects that all modern 
music will be passed down to posterity. In 
many cases composers appear to be experimen-
ting and finding their feet. This is an Itnport-
ant process and one in which audiences should 
participate by listening to new music and by 
giving honest, "gut level" reactions, but not by 
dismissing contemporary music outright. In the 
ciase of some works, one has at first hearirig a 
certain inkling that the composer is onto sonie-
thing important. This is more than true of Don 
Banks, a very competent composer. I*think, 
most people who heard Mary Mageau's "Mon-
tage" would agree that there Issomethjng very 
important going on. I would not hesitate to in-
clude her work or Banks' "Prospects" in an 
ordinary concert programme. 
The highlights of the discussion included a Mr 
McGregor of the Maths Department who man-
f aged to comment on a^Afork he hadn't ye 
heard, and the revelation from orchestra mem-
ber, Christopher Andrews, that the orchestra 
had not received an explanation of the musical 
notation used by Diana Blom in her "Invoca-
tion". Mr Andrews said that the orchestra had 
played its own interpretation of the notation. 
I wonder what the work really sounds like? 
My only dispute with the programming was the 
age of some of the works being played. Only 
two of the works were written during the last 
two yeai^ s: all the others date from the late 
60's and early 70's. I would prefer the Forum 
to concentrate on very recent works so that we 
have an idea of the most recent developments 
In Australian music. After four or five years 
i would think that a work would be showing 
signs of staying power, in which case it should 
pass over Into the mainstream of concert 
programmes^ 
Stephen Baggaley 
SPECIAL SECTION 
Costa-Gavras made his international reputation 
as a director with a series of political protest 
films. He attacked the right wing military 
government of his native Greece in 2 (1968), 
turned his attention to. Communist oppression 
in eastern Europe in The Confessions (1970) 
and looked at American intervention in South 
America in State of Seige (1973). 
As if he is the political conscience of each 
con ry, he now turns his camera on France 
during \Nor\d War tl. In his latest film Special 
Section .he seems to be covering well trodden 
ground. His last four films have all focused on 
government repression and the effect it has qn 
the people. 
The film is set in and around Paris during the 
la t^ years of the war. A group of young people 
plan to rid the country of the German occupat-
ion forces. They have held marches through the 
streets and printed pamphlets opposing 'Nazi' 
aggression. Two of their members were captur-
ed and have been executed. In retaliation, some 
of the youths plan to kill German soldiers. 
In a sequence of film that is almost comical 
the youths stalk their first victim. The first 
soldier they intend to shoot turns around, 
smiles and shares a joke vifith them. The second, 
a sight-seeing German Officer asks one of them 
to take his picture. 
Two of the youths, armed with pistols, wait In 
the subway for a German officer. As he boards 
the train, they shoot him in the back. It would 
seem that the modern cinema demands an ob-
ligatory slow motion death as the German falls 
slowly to the floor. The youths run off and 
make their escape. ; ' 
The Vichy Government fearing German repri-
sals bring in a new legislation that can punish 
nwn for crimes for which they have already 
been tried. A 'Special Section' in the ministry 
of Justice is set up to enfore the law. 
The Germans demand six victims (six French-
men = one German) otherwise French hostages 
^ will be executed. The corrupt ministers, to sat-
isfy their consciences, continually exaggerate 
the number of hostages so it ends up as "hund-
reds of hostages versus a misfit of insignificant 
human value". 
The retroactive law Is enforced in the overlon^ 
court room episode. Ah account of the defend-
ent's 'crimes' is read out to the'court. The pro-
secutor^  stands up and recommends the death 
'penalty. No argument from the defence is all-
owed. As if to sentimentalise the story, shots of 
the defendents are cut with flash backs of their 
past. 
On the one. hand we have the young vibrant 
patriots. On the other, the old conupt traitors. 
The director has drawn these sides too sharply 
to be real. Are we to believe that one side is 
all 'good' and the other totally 'bad'. If so, 
.then Costa-Gavras has made a mistake. 
His direction is methodical or to say the (east, 
uninspired. The impression one gets from the 
film Is that it serves merely to illustrate a point. 
The point is well worth illustrating though. 
Should a state allow values like justice and 
morality to slip away if they 'interfere' with 
national security. Costa-Gavras believes that 
once justice and morality are allowed to slip 
away, there is the threat to national security.. 
The trouble with the film is that we are not 
allowed to make up our own minds. The retro-
active taw is clearly a gross attack on freedom 
but Costa-Gavras weighs up all the points on 
the abused sides favour. He allows no reasons 
for why the ministers act the way they do and 
allows them no conscience. One side is black, 
the other white. Naturally we take the 'white'. 
Dusan Makavejev, another respected film maker 
had this to say about political films: "I think 
it is important not to be apparently political, 
because if you believe in film as a kind of 
action-created structure, then it has to be as 
neutral as possible, so that people can be free 
to accept or refuse ideas. As soon as you start 
promoting Ideas then you are trying to seduce 
people to your point of view." 
Perhaps if Henri Costa-Gavras had kept this in 
mind white filming, he would have had a better 
film, instead of the Saturday-afternoon hero 
versus villain matinee thet he now has^ 
' Grant McLennan 
-THE REMOVALISTS 
The movie version of David .Willlamsop's 
I The Removalists' has the power of $10,000 
worth of equipment ticking over in the drive. 
Margaret Fink's production exploits the inter-
play between the strong and weak characters-
that Williamson created. 
The all Australian cast is excellent. For the 
connoisseurs of local acting talent the cast 
are: Kate Fitzpatrick as the older sister, Kate 
Mason; Jackie Weaver as the younger sister, 
Marilyn Carter; Martin Harris as Kenny Carter; 
Peter Cummins as the Sargeant; John' 
Hargreaves as Constable Ross and Chris 
Haywood as the removalist. 
Throughout the movie an understanding of 
the characters is developed by their inter-
action with other characters. At salient 
moments the camera zooms in capturing the 
reactions of the characters. 
Therefore the hypocrisy of the Sergeant Is 
shown when He talks of self-control after 
he has brutally bashed Kenny. Ironically the 
audience laughed most at the. most savage 
part of the movie. 
Unlike the play the movie retains interest 
because of the change of scenes, from the pol-
ice station and it's. TV set to Kenny Carter's 
abode and the souvenir from the Captain Cook 
hotel. 
This 'movie - another representation of the 
Australian psyche is brilliant. Another good 
reason to see 'The Removalists' is the amusing 
satirical short by c^oonlst Bruce- Petty^ 
Sue Dennis 
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PAUL SHERMAN" 
"There was a second-hand reconj of Dame 
Nellie Melba's in a second-hand record shop and 
I thought. This is the actual voice that every-
one's been talking and raving aboutl' It cost a 
pound, which was very expensive for a record 
but I took it home, and played it with some 
misgivings, because I thought, 'After all this 
stuff, maybe it won't turn me on at all.' 
"Well it was the best one to hear. It was La 
Boheme, which was her greatest part and it 
was Mimi's music. It was just like hearing music 
for the first time, I was just stunned. But of 
course 1 had no Idea of ever writing anything 
about her then." 
However today Paul Sherman, 42, is soon to 
have his play, simply entitled "Melba" released 
by the University of Queensland Press. Paul 
explained that he first wrote something on 
Melba at the Q'ld Uni in 1956. 
"It was the 25th anniversary of her death 
and the Musical Society had a little program 
about her and various people brought along 
records. I brought some of mine and they asked 
me to write some commentary." 
'That's when I first did a bit of research 
and wrote just a few notes. But at the time I 
thought There's more to this than just a few 
notes' and that's when the first seeds of writing 
about her began," said Paul. 
The next step towards a fully germinated play-
occurred in 1973. Paul was a drama lecturer 
at Kedron Park Teachers College when he wrote 
a half-hour documentary play about Melba, 
which students performed. 
Paul's final version of "Melba" is not documen-
tary, although It grew out of real life charact-
ers. "Wherever for dramatic purposes I had to 
invent something, even a name, I made up a 
name. You can Invent things In a play, but If 
you invent them you can't then tag them on a 
particular person," he' said. 
Some of the people portrayed in "Melba" are 
still living. Paul has sent copies of the play to 
them, but as yet they have not replied. 
In late 1973, an eariier version of "Melba" 
was produced by Playlab Workshop at the 
12th Night Theatre. This was fottowediby the 
Brisbane Arts Theatre and their production In 
September 1974, which was directed by 
Yvonne Hooper. 
Ivor Wren of 'The Australian" commented 
that "With the need for a little more tighten-
ing up, it is nevertheless a commendable piece 
of writing." 
Paul replied, " I t ("Melba"] always worked well 
with the audience." However amendments to 
the play were made and Paul is confident that 
people will like the play. 
iVlELBA IW THE WINGS i 
The play is set in 1928 and is about the last of 
the famous Melba farewells. "I tried to show 
her [Melba] with her shoes off, sort of. She 
wouldn't take her shoes off if there was anyone 
else in the room, I don't suppose, but it's 
Melba waiting in the wings so to speak," said 
Paul. 
"If I had to talk about themes I'd mention a bit 
by Robert Frost, a poet, I don't know well, buti. 
Robert Frost said, "Man cannot endure the 
ending of season.", something like that. For 
Melba to give up singing would be a kind o f . 
dying, which no one wants to do," Paul said. 
For "Melba", Paul realised that he would have*, 
to know opera welt, so he got a job as an extra 
with the Australian opera. He observed singers , 
backstage, listened to the music and also did 
his job of beating a drum. 
How do you write a play about a 67 year old , 
great singer? "Well, you use whatever you've,'! 
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got in your life experiences and that's the only 
way you can sort of get any truth," Paul said. 
Paul's "life experiences" have varied greatly 
with his careers. A former journalist who work-
ed for 'The Courier Mail" and radio news, Paul 
v\»s atso a well known local Australian Rules 
football player, 
Paul's interest in acting started whep he was at 
school, "I first played Hamlet when I was 14, 
in the production with my friends. It wasn't a 
school production. They weren't very keen on 
drama in those days, but we did Hamlet on the 
front verandah of my house, " Paul recalled 
with a laugh. 
He stressed that the late Unis Hanger, a drama 
lecturer at the University in the 1950's gave 
him a tremendous amount of help and encour-
agement. Paul also worked with Unis at 12th 
Night Theatre where she produced. 
Paul has appeared in many plays. Last year he 
did a one-man Shakespearean tour of Queens-
land for the Arts Council. Paul also appeared in 
Queensland Theatre Company's production of 
"Hamlet'; and is currentiy rehearsing for 
their next production, "Jumpers". 
FAVOURS AUSTRALIAN 
COiVlEDY 
Australian comedies are his favourite plays. 
"Dimboola is a play I like very much. I played 
Mutton in that In two productions. But 1 
don't get too many opportunities to do it. I've 
done more Shakespeare than anything else," 
Paul said. 
The major plays that Paul has written, apart 
from "Melba" are "Captain Stariight", 
"Robbo", a children's play and 'The Hero of 
Too", recently performed in a Playlab 
workshop at La Boite Theatre. 
"I like to write comedy. But I find when I'm 
writing.,. that I can never make things as 
light as I want them to be, because associations 
come in with people that you know and rever-
berations from the past. I have to fight a ten-
dency to make the play deeper than perhapc ^ 
want it to be," Paul said.-
At present Paul is finishing his Bachelor of 
Education Degree. "I'll always be teaching." 
he said. 
"I like teaching as much as anything, apart 
from the fact that you can't live by writing 
plays, but it isn't just that. But I'll have to be 
writing plays too, - I'll have to be doing some 
acting, I'll always be doing the three things." 
"If I gave you any answer as to why I write 
plays I don't think it would be worth tuppence. 
I don't know. I have to, it's part of me that's 
alt I can say," said Paul Sherman. 
I 
"Man cannot endure the ending of season.^ 
Sue Dennis 
iViUSIC ON CAiVIPUS 
This is the first in a series of articles in which 
Stephen Baggaley takes an informal look at 
musicians at work in the University of Queens-
land, in this issue he introduces Philip Bracanin, 
Dean of the Faculty of Music. 
"Mr Nice-Guy," says a student poster tacked up 
in the Department. "Very truel" I think to my-
self as I get Ihe questions going. The man 
exudes charm, all 5ft 6 ins of him. His irrepres-
sible smile, flashing eyes and boyish good looks 
contradict the very stuffy sign outside his door 
- "Dr P. K. Bracanin." After six years in the 
Faculty, he is now Dean and anxious to break 
down the "ivory tower" image by bringing the 
community into greater involvement with the 
life of the University. . 
He started out as a Maths teacher with a prim-
ary degree in Pure Maths and then converted 
over to music, following that through to Ph D 
level. I notice the textbooks on Algebra and so 
on stilt on his shelves. "A connection between 
the two fields," I suggest. "I don't think there 
Is," he replies, "except that it helps you think 
a little more cleariy, a little more logically." 
Composition is his main area of involvement 
now: he teaches it and practises it. His most 
i-ecent works include a choral setting of verses 
frpm "Omah Khayyam" for QUMS (to be pre-
miered on 4 June by them) and a Concertino 
for Trombone and Orchestra. His style, I gather 
is Bcclectic. "I just pick up whatever happens to 
be passing by me when I'm working," he ex-
ptain;. Lasting influences are Seiber (in the 
tradition of Bartok and Kodaly), Webern, 
Schoenberg, Stockhausen, Varese and Don 
Banks, He also borrows from the Jazz idiom. 
Overall, his style is stilt developing although he 
agrees this is a bit haphazard. 
I paint the layman's picture of the composer, 
tearing the notes out of himself white pacing 
the floor late at night. Phil won't have this at 
all. "Most composers are pretty systematic in 
the way they go about working." He quotes 
the example of Stravinsky who composed in 
the morning, rested in the afternoon and copied 
out his parts in the evening. I mentally erase 
the noble image of the artist suffering for his 
art. "I think if you are going to be a serious 
composer turning out good works fairiy often, 
then you have to work systematically." It 
took him longer to copy out the parts of 
"Omar Khayyam" setting than it did to com-
pose it. 
Phil is an evangelist of modern music. He was 
.Chairman of the Modern Music Forums this 
year and Is engaged on a major project in the 
schools Introducing new music. I get him 
talking about the problems of interesting peo-
ple in modern music and mention the inflex-
ible attitudes most people have on the subject, 
He agrees and points out how many people 
think the only good -music was written before 
1900. Then he mentions his work in the schools 
"I aim whatever I can at the young kids in the 
schools because their minds aren't totally made 
up. I think I have a special talent for getting an 
audience with me. It always seems to work, 
and young kids, particulariy kids in their teens 
I can get with me very quickly. So if they like 
you they wilt tike what you have to give them 
to the extent that they wilt at least be opeji 
minded about it." So Phil and some friends wilt 
be toQring schools and institutions in Sydney, 
Melbourne, Canberra and Newcastle in tete 
April setting new music. 
Another problem he mentions is that musicians 
performing new music don't enjoy it because 
they don't understand it. I suggest that this 
reflects badly on conductors who should spend 
time explaining new works to players. Money, 
Phil explains, is the biggest problem. Rehearsal 
time costs money and time spent in explanation 
is lost for the purpose of playing the work. So 
if people don't want to hear new music and 
musicians don't want to play it, why keep on? 
"In certain pieces I make a conscious effort. 
for both the performers and the audience to 
enjoy them almost immediately. In other pie-
ces I am more interested in experimenting, that 
is, doing what I think is enjoyable to me. As 
long as I write a few pieces that I know the 
audience will respond to and the performers 
wilt want to play, then I feet free to do slightly 
more experimental pieces." 
What about Australian music generally? Phil 
thinks Australia is keeping up with the rest of 
the world. I ask about the growth in the Arts 
following the election of the Labor Govern-
ment in 1972. He agrees that a great deal was 
done by them but cautions that some of-the 
moves were already afoot prior to the elec-
tions. I ask about Australian works being pert? 
formed overseas, and Phil mentions a few peo' 
pie who have had overseas exposure but warns 
that you have to go overseas and sellyour owfi 
works if you want them played. I make a men-
tal note to find out what the Australian cultural 
attach^ does in this area. 
1 ' 
Mr Nice Guy's charm is infectious. We talk long 
after my tape has run out. He continues to erfJ 
thuse about modern music, his work in schools; 
Music Department Lunch Hour Recitals, film-. 
making, and so on. 'This is one academio 
who earns his money," I think to myself as I 
thank him for his time^ \ 
Stephen ija^yaley 
<* 
Student Theatre Revived :i{ 
The Camerata Theatre is a new drama company 
that will stage its first production, Samuel 
Beckett's 'Waiting for Godot', at St Paul's 
Anglican Church Halt, Taringa, on April 9,10, 
April 23, 24; April 30. May 1. May 2. At the 
moment, the company consists largely of young 
people but we encourage everyone enthusiastic 
about good drama to work with us. This year 
the company hopes to make a strong impress-
ion on the Brisbane theatrical scene not only 
in the plays it chooses to perform but also in 
the standard of their performance. 
Our name. The Camerata Theatre, comes 
from the italian. word meaning "friend or 
comrade" and it is also a title for a small 
musical ensemble. Thus, it is a fitting name for 
a small theatre group. 
The seeds of the Camerata Theatre are to be 
found in the Kings/Grace College productions 
that were performed once a year in the Avalon 
and then later at the Schonell Theatre. Thjs 
year they have come to an end, at least as far 
as the general public is concerned. The cost of 
hiring the Schonell Theatre has become too 
prohibitive. The only alternative. The Cement 
Box, is now condemned as a venue for theatri-
cal performance. To make matters worse, 
K/G Productions made a huge loss on a great 
play (Max Frish's 'Andorra'( that proved to be 
uncommercial even within a University environ-
ment. 
Thjs is not to say that the Camerata Theatre 
is a continuance of K/G Productions. That it 
is not. The core of the Camerata Theatre came 
together through the Kings/Grace College plays 
of the last four years. We shall however conti-
nue the tradition of doing such plays as Os-
borne's 'Look Back in Anger', lonesco's 'Exit 
the king' and Frisch's 'Andorra', that made 
K/G Productions the most competent dra-
company on campus. 
Not surprisingly, therefore, The Camerata The-
atre's first production will be Samuel Beckett's 
'Waiting for Godot'. This play will undoubted-
ly stand out as one of the greatest and most 
influential plays of this century. 'Godot' 
somehow captures our whole era's cultural, 
spiritual and artistic perspective. Yet It is a 
play that has been performed only once 
publicly in Brisbane (by the 12th Night Theatre 
over a decade ago). 
The Camerata Theatre's second production will 
be 'Ghosts' by Henrik Ibsen. 'Ghosts' was 
Ibsen's rhost controversial play and Willian 
Archer, Ibsen's first English translator noted: 
"the shriek of execration with which this per-
formance was received by the newspapers of 
the day has scarcely its counterpart in the his-
tory of criticism " There vyHI be auditions 
for 'Ghosts' on Sunday, 2.00 p.rh., April 11, at 
St Paul's Anglican Church Halt, Taringa. \ en-
courage anyone who is interested in acting In 
'Ghosts' or in working backstage for the pro-
duction to contact me on 370 1361 before 
April 11. The play will open in eariy June, 
The company would like to perform Frank 
Wedekind's 'Spring Awakening' as. Its third 
production. This controversial play about ado-
lescent love was written at the turn of the 
century and waited, fifteen years for its first 
performance in Germany. At the insistence of 
Sir Laurence Olivier, the play was performed 
in London in 1963, but sections were expurgat-
ed by the Lord Chamberlain. The play Is at 
present being staged at the Seymour Centre in 
Sydney. 
'Spring Awakening' is a profound, beautifully 
constructed play. Because of its subject matter 
and.its sheer poetry It needs delicate handling. 
If we are to perform the play we need actors 
and actresses. 1 encourage anyone who is inter-
ested in acting In 'Spring Awakening' to contact 
me on 370 1361 as soon as they are able. If 
all goes well, the play would open in mld-
August. 
The Camerata Theatre encourages creative writ-
ers to submit scripts to us. One of our m3j6y 
aims will be to encourage original work and to 
provide another, avenue through which new 
dramatists can get their plays performed. 
To end with a plea! This university badly need? 
no less than a renaissance in drama; Theatrd 
has really reached a low ebb when a University 
campus has no drama theatre and where Uni 
Que is forced to use an unlicensed and unsatis>-
factory area in which to stage their product-
ions. I encourage everyone interested indranrtd 
to take an active part in one of the drama 
groups around campus whether it be Uni Que, 
ourselves, or whatever other group,. At the 
moment we, and I am sure Uni Que, badly 
need actors as well as people interested in such 
back stage work as lighting, sound,.set design; 
costumeTmaking, publicity, and make up. The 
aim of a student theatre group should be td' 
rank on an equal par with outside drama com* 
panies. This is what the Camerata Theatre Is 
setting out to achieve^ 
Carl Whitehouse 
Director 
Camerata Theatre 
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TALKING OF GOONS, BELL-
BIRDS AND NICKING DOWN 
FOR A DIP AT EIGHTY 
One of Britain's most prolific authors is touring 
Australia in the guise of a zany comediein. 
Few people think of Spike Milligan as an auth-
or, yet he has published 16 books (including 
a volume of poetry) and has written many 
stage plays, television shows and radio scripts. 
"It's insecurity," he says, " i have this insecur-
ity thing all the time when I'm not on stage or 
doing a radio or television show. 
" I fell I have to busy myself doing something 
else to earn me a few bob in case nobody asks 
me to perform again. So ) write. That's one bf 
the reasons — and there are many others — 
why I love Australia. It's a great place for 
writing. I've written most of my books-or 
at least got them well started—on my-tours 
of Australia. 
t 
"It's one place left in the world where you can 
find a bit of peace. So easy to slip out into the 
bush and be alt alone, and private, letting the 
old mental cogs and cams turn over, churning 
out the ideas. Mark you, it's changing. Every 
time I go out to Australia I find you have to 
walk further and further into the bush befortj 
you hear the bell-bird, 
"When I first went out, in 1958, the Hawkes-
bury teemed with bird life — black swans, 
pelicans, sea eagles and occasionally the wand-
ering albatross. 
" I t was a sheer delight. It still is. But creepinci 
suburbia and gun-happy weekenders are thinn-
ing the scene down year by year. I'm a membei' 
of the Australian Conservation Society and 
thank God the conservation Idea is at last 
becoming fashionable in Australia. 
"It is a marvellous country with a unique 
heritage of fauna and flora and I am concerned 
deeply that it is all cherished and preserved. 
Can you imagine an Australia without the 
kangaroo, the wombat, the koala, the kooka-
burra, the platypus, the echidna, the gatah?" 
Spike, the gooniest of the famous goons, was 
born in India in 1918 and christened Terence 
Alan, son of the late Captain L.A. Milligan. It 
was the high noon of the British Raj, and young 
Terence was educated in Poona at the Convent 
of Jesus and Mary and later with Brothers De 
La Salle in Rangoon. 
He is a man of enormously diverse talents, and 
in the English Who's Who lists his- recreations 
as: restoration of antiques, painting-in oils, 
and water colours, gardening, eating, drinking, 
talking, wine and jazz. 
He is married with one son and three daught-
ers. 
With Peter Sellers, Harry Secombe and Michael 
Bentine, he was one of the founder-members 
of the Goon Show and he is still heavily identi-
fied with it. 
Milligan, Sellers and Secombe recently got to-
gether again to make an L.P. reconJing entit-
led The Last Goon Show of Alt, which has 
become a best seller, rating a silver disc for the 
performers. 
"It's harder and harder for us to get together as 
we're alt doing our own thing, but it seems the 
public refuse to let The Goon Show die," 
Milligan said in his dressing room, between 
shows, at the New London Theatre in Drury 
Lane, where he was playing Ben Gunn, the 
half crazed castaway in the Christmas panto-
mine version of Treasure Island. 
He went on: " I suppose there's a lot of The 
Goon left in me and I daresay it \^ill pop out 
from time to time in my Australian show. I 
can't say much about it at this stage, but it's 
a stand-up Spike Milligan show with a pianist 
and a singer and a crate of beer and the show 
improves steadily as the beer is consun>ed. 
There's a pattern of course, but much of it will 
be off-the-cuff. 
Going down from Brisbane, where the banks of 
the river have been bulldozed into a mudheap 
and the road alongside converted into a motor-
way, to Adelaide, the city built on an artificial 
river that has squads of council employees 
drifting about on it In flat bottomed boats 
fishing out the twigs, and is drained once a year 
to be cleaned, one at once feels in an unreal, 
leisured environment. You don't see on the 
streets or in the parks any of the blacks, poor, 
alcoholics, that you do at home. And in many 
ways, the Writers Week was of a piece with 
this surface prosperity, orderliness and amia-
bility of Adelaide. The panels were largely 
chosen from the sleek and well fed, niany of 
whom had never felt the need to take anything 
very seriously. The audience was composed of 
people who for various reasons did not have to 
go to work that week. Judith Wright talking 
about uranium, Wole Soyinka proposing a mot-
ion about South Africa or even the English 
poet Adrian Mitchell talking about the visit 
some of them made to Yatala prison were all 
received in an atmosphere of civilised debate 
with the liberal bourgeois tolerance that is sure 
that nothing very much is going to change. 
The Russian poet Bella Akhmadulina did not 
come, £nd the Russians had sent instead three 
buriy male "writers", only one of whom could 
speak English. A motion of concern about this 
was in fact defeated through a combination of 
apoliticalness on the part of some of the local 
audience (who would not have been out of 
place at a SGIO opening night) and of infight-
ing among members of the old left, alt with 
slightly different positions on Russia. 
REPRESSIVE TOLERAiSlCE 
This general atmosphere of repressive tolerance 
was understandably frustrating to those visitors 
who did not feel that Adelaide-festival-goers 
were the desirable form of humanity towards 
which they wished to be helped to evolve, along 
the lines of Margaret Thatcher's contention 
that everybody is able to become middle class 
(and like it). At the end of the previous week, 
many of us had been at a magazine editors' 
conference at which striking differences in 
worid view had emerged between the editors 
of magazines like Overland which gets $12,000 
a year from the Literature Board and magazines 
tike Hecate which gets $400 whicli pays for the 
postage on one issue, if we are lucky. After two 
days we were so angry that we marched down 
and invaded the Literature Board meeting 
with resolutions about their rationalizing their 
funding policies as well as making represen-
tations to the government to remsxaie lower 
postage rates for magazines (it costs 40 - 60 
cents a time to post an ordinary magazine-
now). Several small magazines have folded 
lately, including.the two feminist literary mag-
azines Fin and Cauldron and more are likely 
to follow if the liberal policy of helping the 
establishment to get richer and more power-
ful is followed in funding for magazines. 
The magazine editors atso asked for type-
setting and printing access centres to be set up 
in the capital cities with facilities to be avail-
able at cost. (Before you get excited, it's pretty 
unlikely that this will happen.) One memberof 
the Board remarked that he saw the Board as 
merely a pimple on the arse of government, A 
general feeling of powerlessness began to take 
over from the feelings of solidarity at this 
point. 
POWERLESSNESS 
This sense of poweriessness built up for many 
people during the week. The setting for the 
week was a marquee under trees though on the 
edge of a parade ground just to remind us of 
the context of our deliberations. The drinks 
were very highly priced (probably as a precau-
tion against the subversive elements reinforcing 
themselves too heavily with alcohol) and served 
in nasty clear plastic cups. There seemed to be 
a general paranoia on the part of the organisers 
about possible disruption, or the introduction 
of "irrelevant" issues and a desire to preserve 
appearances of urbane gentility that suited the 
city. It didn't suit the writers and critics who 
had come in for the Week and a level of dissatis-
faction running from mild to total was a feature 
of many discussions. It was hard to avoid 
resenting the fact that many overseas panel 
members were overpaid, overrated and over 
here. The kind of cultural imperialism that 
made one English Department recently vote 
only to recognise for promotions critical writ-
ing published in overseas referred journals 
appeared to be rife with few Australians on 
panels and an exaggerated respect for distin-
guished visitors who with the odd exception 
turned out to be shallow, posturing and general-
ly bored still with Australia. Frustration levels 
could be measured by the difference between 
the sound of plastic cups splintering in pepple's 
fists and the noise of the same material being 
crushed under foot. 
Of the overseas people, the evening of Adrian 
Mitchell and Ted Hughes reading their own 
poetry was good (if you could afford the 
$4.50 to get in). It pointed up the thinness and 
emptiness of much of the poetry read in the 
tent; its lack of guts, its self indulgent bana-
lity. It wasn't the kind of scene In which 
most of the women poets could get up and 
reiad. Rae Desmond Jones and Tf 0 had some 
good stuff, but there was a general feeling with 
W.H. Auden that Poetry Makes Nothing Hap-
pen. 
REACTIONS 
After the last session Friday afternoon jn the 
tent - a particularly bad one questions from 
the floor about the social context of literature 
and criticism were met with bored incompre-
hension. Wasn't that what they had ail been 
talking about? Those who were stilt there and 
hadn't just gone off in disgust days or hours 
earlier stayed to have an informal meeting 
about their dissatisfactions with Writers Weel< 
and to talk about how it could have been bet-
ter. It was suggested that the organisers should 
have had more faith in the writers and partici-
pants ability to set up their own sessions for 
discussion. The rigid hierarchies of a few on the 
platform talking down to the mass and relating 
very poorly to them could have been overcome 
by different organisation Many of the overseas 
people were treated far too tolerantly given 
that if many of them had much to say, they 
didn't bother to say it. The general flatness 
of some of the panels were aided by the fact 
that most of the people who didn't come were 
Americans who might have been expected to 
stir things up more than representatives of the 
Times Literary Supplement and London Maga-
zine which have become monuments to the 
general sterility of English literary life. As it 
was, on the panels, with few exceptions, 
there was. an almost universal conformity o f 
liberal bourgeois opinions and an almost total 
unwillingness to make connections between the 
liberation struggles of blacks, migrants, women, 
gays and the vyorking class and the social 
function of literature. Hence, Denis Altman' 
turned part of the women's consciousness ses-
sion into a polemic for the gay liberation move-
ment, people like Wole Soyinka asserted that 
other struggles were irrelevant to the oppression 
of blacks and Kath Walker commented that 
any woman who was not liberated had only 
herself to blame. The proposed session on 
Sexism and Literature was earlier changed to 
Women's Consciousness by the Board because 
they thought Sexism was something to do with 
pornography. 
In the context of token recognition of sorhe 
problems while not giving radical positions 
platform time, the organisers managed to ef-
fectively divide and rule most of the partici-
pants and prevent any realty worthwhile dis-
cussion that could move beyond the level of . 
platitude and literary taste. Apparently this 
Writers Week according to many people was a 
vast improvement on eartier years. God knows 
what it used to be like, or if they'll take any 
notice of our recommendations for the next 
one^ 
Carole Perr'm 
MEETINGS: 
Th(! Yof];i hlndiUnion/HeUr^in'ion Gitv.ip 
(VidcV. racli ThuisUiiy i l l 1.00 pm in Room SO.-! 
Commiiicv Buildinf). Enfjuincs 445B1'1 'Ji 
conincl Miiroitrct M(;rritt, Human Movcnor.t 
Dfipt. Th»?rc IS no dttundancf; (CR. 
L;ilHJr C'.ul.) moots every seccnrl Wotlncsdny, 
t .10 fJm, J.D. Story Room. Ncx: m(;f;tinci .-
Wednfibd.iy / t i i A[)ri l . 
ENTERTAINIVIENT: 
MARATON ROCK CONCERT - O r ' Siw 
urday Afii it 2'1, Oi'-'re will be <•) rock con.;:: m 
thi; nui.i.x Block buciinoinfj at 6 pm. There will 
biy a door rharfif? of 50c and refrushmenis vji:i 
b(; avoiliiOtc. EvL-ryone is wolcome! 
OccufKUion.-il Thurapv Students Associolion 
Rock iiiul Roll Dance "Blue Jeans ;)nd Bobby 
Sox", When: ?nd Ai i r i l , 8.00 pm • 1 2 rn'idnlgln. 
Where; L.i Ciepene, Spirits XXXX Light sjuppoi 
provided. Bond; Seasons ol the Witch, Tickets 
$2.50 Livaikibln irom Room 103 Lower Gruuiiu 
Floor, Therapies Building. Also availnbte dt rii'^ 
door. 
TYPING SERVICE: First class, electric 
lypowritcr, reasonable rates. Ph. 263 5766 
Mrs Agney, 5 Rocketl St, ASPLEY. 
! • ; ' (JviT5(.-.is StufJents' Service presents 
"v'SC.'.R", I ccibaret, this Saturday March 27. 
/.30 PiT 1 a.ni. in the Uni. refec. GuestA''tst: 
.ViARIA [ )ALLAS. Band: QUEST. Compere: 
'HP's KtVl'^c HILLIER. Door prizes. Oriental 
3uui)f-i irioluMve. XXXX ond Spirits available. 
Ticket', S'.i.OO Sinyle Available from the Union 
A.iiancY .;( a* ;/;e door. Proceeds to Overseas 
SfiidiMiis' ["iiH-ryency Fund and Workshop for 
l;i;ell'.:ciij;iliy H.Kuiieappcd Children. 
0 D ; : ' S AWf.) ENDS: 
; : ! J I V C A T I O > : A L SUBSCRIPTION SERV-
ii^y.' ;• /..•o(i-r)t,j rrKitcal change in education. 
VV<' !.;!"• :,^ <. as>i;i infoimation exchange for new 
idi'.r ..:!-„•; ir-,-if:tic''S in education. We are a small 
'!'!.';;i.)!oiiiJ ;;o!!(;ctive wjth extensive files on 
.ilier'i.iiivf. sctioois, open teaching methods, 
i;!(ii(:;!l '.'ducat ior-i tficory, work outs — and 
riKJcii more. 
I' vou cue unererdvd, ivrite to; 
?0 Sr>inn Streev, 
Coiliiuiwood, Vic 3066, 
Or rina: 103) 419 5152 for a free sample 
oi our r'\;iular newsletter, Tho Magazine. 
jOUi";N>-\LISV students urgently need copies 
of hrriiui:; 'jVilliam's The Right to Know. Offers 
picosf to Journaiisrn Department or Second 
'Kind riooKshop. 
tiiilJwfiliilii • • • 
FOR SALE: 
s& 
t37i 
1970 Bedford van. $1200 
new 3 way fridge, fofd down 
sink, pump, cupboards, :'';v. 
engine, great for weekend < 
379 6698 working hours. 
Suzuki TS 400 K - - 0,000 
condition.$650 Ph. 552327. 
o.n.o. I'll ; 
3/'! bed, •: 
lyro^, ;.: 
ampi;;'., P' 
(•'•?(:f; 
1 set KENWOOD KH-5( SiC(i-o ;;.; jrjf' : 
as new, impeccable cond i t io ' . ':;: i ; 
guarantee as from 16.3.76. S7'' o,:- (> -• 
records in.excellent condit ion. i:L' '\,i-i: 
Wakeman "Journey to the Cenir-.' o: M-^ :>• 
Argent "Nexus" Mahavishn'j (.Jic^.'bii.i t 
"Between Nothingness nnd i : . ' i , • ' 
$4.50. Contact Darryl V/i.'s"i-, - . , , • , 
Union College. 
PERSON W A N T E D - fr;.:ndiy, ovrr :M , 
share house with 1 fernsle, 3 n-i;i!'-'S. V(,-r\ .:• 
room, but. rent only S10. No phon;;, n;j 
Call 21 Carrington St., Rosalie,' Wee! (,n.i. 
nights. 
LOST— Has anyone seen an <•[),•)( iin..- :nii 
in the Chemistry Building Oth, ' i;;.or i:;t.'i'^ :; 
or l l t h Floor Spani.sh Lecture;;' R o o o ' or 
4/3/76 at approximately 7 o.r,!. '-'icv.^jia on\'i;;d 
^hone52 0171 Business hours. 
ive 
' i l l ! 
FREE VIDEO 
WORKSHOP. 
Here's Myrtle s'acidng off-she and f need a lor more 
typesetting. Wc''J do anytiiing- niaiui/iries. bulletins, ads., 
ncwspapcis -- nnything. We're Uw cheapest in t(nvn and we 
are here on campus. And we have a largo variety of fonts for 
uur fH.M ..^ cicciroiijc coniposor. 
reading, correc-
COME AND SEE US SOON AT Semper Floreat 
{1st Floor, Union BIdii.)-Or. ring Aniunarec on 
371 1611 ext. 26 
Only one workshoi) ncbu.-, .0 ;.•..• 
'done to use Union televisidti oqiiii^ineiu. 
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